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News and Views 
Social Relations of Science 

FoR many years past, the columns of NATURE have 
borne witness to the growing importance of science 
in everyday life, and the corollary that men of science 
should interest themselves actively in the social 
implications of their discoveries has been frequently 
urged. That they are not indifferent to the movement 
was apparent from the discussion on the subject in 
NATURE of April 23, 1938, and from the decision, 
taken by the General Committee of the British 
Association at the Cambridge meeting last summer, 
to establish a Division for the Social and Inter
national Relations of Science. The circumstances of 
the formation of the Division are stated in NATURE 
of August 27, 1938, p. 380. It was very appropriate 
that the first chairman of the new Division should be 
Sir Richard Gregory, who was editor of NATURE 
when the subject was discussed in these columns, 
and it was equally appropriate that he should open 
the first public meeting of the Division, held in the 
University of Reading on March 28, when various 
aspects of the utilization and production of milk were 
described by half a dozen leading authorities. The 
highly controversial subject of pasteurization received 
a considerable amount of attention, and rightly so, 
for it is with such problems, involving scientific, 
economic and even political issues, that the Division 
may be expected to deal. Indeed, one of the prime 
reasons for the existence of the Division, nai:nely, 
the need, in controversial issues, for propaganda 
based on scientific facts rather than personal points 
of views was well exemplified by this first meeting. 
It was announced that further meetings of the 
Division are being arranged to be held in London in 
May and in Manchester in June. 

Henry Edward Armstrong Memorial Fund 
IT is proposed to establish a Trust Fund to the 

memory of the late Prof. Henry E. Armstrong. 
At the Finsbury Technical College, and later at the 
Central College, South Kensington, Armstrong and his 
co-workers, Ayrton and Perry, tried out and estab
lished the principles of technical education in Great 
Britain, and thus encouraged the foundation of poly
technics and technical colleges throughout the realm. 
Friends, old colleagues and past students have decided 
to establish a Trust Fund to perpetuate the memory 
of his dynamic personality. The aim, financially, is a 
modest one, so that all, including those who met him 
in other walks of life, may feel that they are con
tributing an integral part to the memorial whatever 
the dimensions of their individual contribution. The 
hope is for a memorial fund totalling about £3,000. 
This will provide a guarantee fund to give, as it 
accumulates, sufficient to ensure the publication (or 
to give substantial financial assistance in the publi· 
cation or preparation) of any original works, within 
the ambit of Prof. Armstrong's recognized interests, 

that would not otherwise see the light of day. It 
will also be within the terms of the Trust to arrange 
for suitable public lectures by the authors of the 
works. An additional detail of the plan is that the 
publication itself will carry as frontispiece a portrait 
of Prof. Armstrong, a biographical note and a 
reference to the foundation and objects of the Trust. 
Furthermore, the fund will provide for a memorial 
plaque, or bust, for the City and Guilds College, 
South Kensington, and perhaps replicas elsewhere. 
The administration of the fund, it is proposed, shall 
be undertaken by six persons, one each from the 
Council of the Royal Institution of Great Britain ; 
the Royal Society ; the City and Guilds of London's 
Institute ; the Royal Society of Arts : one additional 
member whom the above representatives may appoint 
and the author of the most recent work published 
under the Trust. Subscriptions should be sent to the 
Hon. Treasurer, Sir Alfred Chatterton, The Coppice, 
Beckenham, Kent. 

The Gatty Marine Laboratory, St. Andrews 
MARINE biologists will be pleased to learn that 

preparations are being made to reopen the Gatty 
Marine Laboratory at St. Andrews, and that it is 
hoped to have it in full working order when the 
British Association meets at Dundee this year. The 
laboratory, which has been closed for some twentv 
years, was built in 1896 and presented to the Unive;. 
sity by Dr. C. H. Gatty. It replaced the wooden 
building (previously a fever hospital) on an adjacent 
site where the late Prof. W. C. M'Intosh established 
in 1884 the first permanent marine laboratory in 
Great Britain. St. Andrews has been a classic ground 
for the marine naturalist ever since the time of 
Edward Forbes, nearly a century ago. It is true 
that with the decay of the local fishing industry and 
the increasing pollution of the inshore waters due to 
the growth of the city the facilities for collecting 
are not so good as they used to be ; but the interest 
of the locality is by no means exhausted. It is to be 
hoped that Sir D'Arcy Thompson and Prof. R. J.D. 
Graham will be adequately supported in their efforts 
to make St. Andrews once again a centre of teaching 
and research in all that concerns the life of the sea. 

Economic Aspects of Defence 
A PAMPHLET, "Economic Aspects of Defence", by 

Mr. Harold Macmillan, M.P., directs attention to the 
economic factors whicli are involved in our present 
rearmament programme and to the futility of re· 
armament unless it is accompanied by an adequate 
foreign policy (London: Macmillan and Co., Ltd., 
1939. Is. net). In this respect, he is highly critical of 
the Government policy urging that as a result Britain 
has been growing weaker instead of stronger during 
the period of rearmament, and he urges that the first 
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