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conservator of forests, Bombay; Miss U. F. M. 
Morton, principal, Women's Medical School, Agra, 
United Provinces; Mr. K. R. N. Pillai, extra 
assistant conservator of forests, Jubbulpore, Central 
Provinces and Berar; Mr. H. G. Smith, statistician, 
Agricultural Department, Uganda Protectorate. 
l.S.O. : Mr. J. M. Dunbar, assistant and office super
intendent, Department of Agriculture, Gold Coast. 

Dr. George Senter 

DR. GEORGE SENTER, principal of Birkbeck College, 
University of London, since 1918, retires at the end 
of the current session. He became head of the 
Department of Chemistry at the College in 1914 and 
retained that position until 1932. His principalship 
has been a memorable one. In 1920 the College was 
recognized as a school of the University of London 
and in 1926 a Royal Charter was granted. The 
College thereby realized an ambition which existed 
so far back as 1863, when courses of instruction for 
University of London examinations were instituted. 
Further, Principal Senter has played a major part 
in the elaboration of the scheme for new buildings 
which are to be erected on the University site at 
Bloomsbury. His sound judgment and wide ad
ministrative experience have been of the greatest 
value in University affairs. Principal Senter first 
became a member of the Senate in 1912, was for 
many years chairman of the University Extension 
and Tutorial Classes Council and chairman of the 
University Scholarships Committee, and held the office 
of deputy vice-chancellor in 1933-34. To this record 
of distinguished service must be added the profound 
influence which Dr. Senter has exerted as investi
gator, teacher and writer in the realm of chemistry. 
He has contributed many important communications 
to scientific journals on physico-chemical and bio
chemical subjects and his "Outlines of Physical 
Chemistry" (17th Edition, 1933) and "Text Book of 
Inorganic Chemistry" (14th Edition, 1934) bear 
witness to his distinction as a writer and teacher. 
Recently the staff of Birkbeck College made a 
presentation to Principal Senter, which in the words 
of Prof. Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan, the chairman 
on that occasion, "will be a frequent reminder of the 
affectionate regard-the enduring respect--of those 
with whom he has worked so long". 

The late Prof. E. B. Wilson, For.Mem.R.S. 

REFERRING to Prof. E. W. MacBride's obituary 
article on Prof. E. B. Wilson in NATURE of April 1 
"a gracious appreciation of the work of an eminent 
fellow biologist", Prof. G. N. Calkins and Prof. J. H. 
McGregor write that the statement that "His ill
health and subsequent death were due to a tragic 
accident which befell him when he was conducting a 
body of students, men and women, on a cruise up 
the Pacific coast of Canada" is incorrect. On the 
return journey the boat struck a rock and foundered. 
They write that they were members of the Columbia 
University party referred to and have been closely 
associated with Prof. Wilson ever since until his 
death. It is true that the ship struck a submerged 

rock and sank, but no one suffered the slightest 
physical injury and no one was in the water. The 
sea was calm, there was no panic, the transfer of 
passengers and crew to the lifeboats was conducted 
in an orderly manner and more than two hours 
elapsed after striking the rock before the ship finally 
disappeared. This occurred on August 5, 1897. By far 
the greater part of Wilson's cytological research and 
much of his work in experimental embryology were 
done after the shipwreck. His last contribution to 
cellular biology was published in 1937, when he was 
eighty years of age, and his last visit to the laboratory 
was one week before his death. 

Colonial Administration and Progress, 1938-39 
IF a certain complacency noted by critics was not 

indeed entirely absent from Mr. Malcolm MacDonald's 
review of the year's activities in the debate in the 
House of Commons on June 7 on the estimates for 
Colonial and Middle Eastern Services, 1939, he no 
doubt derived justification from the substantial pro
gress made. Further, the increased interest and 
understanding of Colonial problems on the part of 
the public warranted a certain optimism in forecasting 
increased activity on the part of the administrative 
authorities in applying the resources of scientific 
research to the solution of the varied problems which 
have arisen, especially in Africa, from the contact 
of backward peoples with the, to them, new standards 
of a more advanced civilization. Among the more 
notable features, indeed, of a statement which as a 
whole can in truth be described as gratifying, was 
Mr. MacDonald's announcement of the consideration 
being given, both by the local administrative 
authorities and the Colonial Office in London, to the 
recommendations of Lord Hailey's "African Survey" 
and of Lord Bledisloe's Rhodesia-Nyasaland Com
mission, and especially to the manner in which effect 
can be given to the main proposal of the former for 
the development and co-ordination of research. In 
dealing with the varied range of problems with which 
research in Africa is now concerned, Mr. MacDonald 
was able to speak only in most general terms ; but 
this was of less moment as the annual report was 
already available ("The Colonial Empire: Statement 
relating to the Period lst April, 1938 to 31st March, 
1939, to accompany the Estimates for Colonial and 
Middle Eastern Services, 1939". H.M. Stationery 
Office. Pp. iv+97. Is. 6d. net), in which the activities 
of administration are set out in detail under headings 
such as "Research", "Social Progress", "Develop
ment of Natural Resources" and the like. 

IN opening his statement, Mr. MacDonald 
emphasized the responsibility of British democracy 
in government of the Colonial Empire-a field, as he 
said, of every kind of variety in which "we were 
still to a greater or less degree the trustees, the 
guardians, and the tutors of the various peoples". 
As was said by Sir Edward Grigg on another occasion 
a few days later, criticism of our ability to make the 
best for all men of the vast territories under our 
control is a moral challenge which is by far the most 
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