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Mr. Frank Corner 
MR. FRANK CORNER, antiquarian and naturalist, 

died in London on April 22, at the age of seventy
seven years. Although he contributed little to the 
printed proceedings of antiquarian and natural 
history societies of London and of the home counties, 
yet his unfailing presence at their meetings and his 
enthusiasm helped greatly to their welfare. He 
succeeded to his father's extensive medical practice 
in the East End of London in the early nineties of 
last century after qualifying from the London 
Hospital, and his burly figure and warm heart made 
him hosts of friends in Poplar. 

Mr. Corner had as a near neighbour at that time 
Sir Arthur Keith, who was teaching anatomy at 
the London Hospital. Although immersed in 
practice, Mr. Comer was then making a large rather 
than discriminative collection of fossils and stone im
plements of the Pleistocene period of south England. 
Among the specimens he succeeded in acquiring 
were the much-discussed fossil skull and skeleton of 

the Galley Hill man. This he placed at the disposal 
of Sir Arthur Keith for examination, and afterwards 
gave it on loan to the British Museum (Natural 
History). His collection of Pleistocene animal remains 
was also freely accessible to the expert. 

The case of acromegaly which Mr. Comer presented 
to the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons in 
1910 is one of the most instructive as well as one 
of the best worked out cases on record. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 

Prof. Edwin Linton, formerly professor of biology 
and geology in Washington and Jefferson College, 
Pennsylvania, an authority on helminthology, on 
June 4, aged eighty-four years. 

Prof. David Todd, formerly professor of astronomy 
and navigation and director of the observatory in 
Amherst College, Massachusetts, aged eighty-four 
years. 

News and Views 
King's Birthday Honours 

THE following names of men of science and others 
associated with scientific work appear in the King's 
Birthday Honours List: Baronet: Dr. R. Hutchison, 
president of the Royal College of Physicians; K.B.E.: 
Prof. W. B. Benham, emeritus professor of biology, 
University of Otago, Dominion of New Zealand; 
Prof. T. A. Hunter, professor of philosophy and 
psychology, Victoria College, University of New 
Zealand; the Hon. P. H. Rogers, judge of the 
Supreme Court, and chancellor of the University of 
Sydney. Knights Bachelor: Dr. E. J. Butler, 
secretary to the Committee of the Privy Council for 
Agricultural Research and secretary to the Agri
cultural Research Council; Mr. F. Carnegie, chief 
superintendent of Ordnance Factories, War Office; 
Dr. R. E. Kelly, professor of surgery, University of 
Liverpool; Prof. J. Graham Kerr, M.P. for the 
Scottish Universities since June 1935, formerly 
regius professor of zoology in the University of 
Glasgow; Prof. 0. W. Richardson, Yarrow research 
professor of the Royal Society, University of London; 
Prof. J. F. Thorpe, chairman of the Smoke Sub
Committee, Chemical Defence Committee, War Office, 
emeritus professor of organic chemistry in the Uni
versity of London, and in the Imperial College. 

C.I.E. : Mr. C. E. C. Cox, chief conservator of 
forests, Central Provinces and Berar; Mr. H. R. 
Stewart, director of agriculture, Punjab; Mr. E. A. 
Smythies, chief conservator of forests, United 
Provinces; Mr. W. J. Jenkins, officiating director 
of agriculture, Bombay. C.B.E. : Mr. A. S. Cox, 
assistant comptroller, Patent Office, Board of Trade; 
Mr. Seton Gordon, for services to literature and 

natural history; Mr. C. E. Legat, for services to the 
Empire Forestry Association; Mr. G. M. Mathews, 
a prominent ornithologist, for services to the Com
monwealth of Australia; Mr. J. P. Mead, director of 
forestry, Straits Settlements, and adviser on forestry, 
Malay States; Prof. E. J. Salisbury, Quain professor 
of Botany, University of London ; Mr. R. J. L. V. 
Sukuna, district commissioner and chief assistant, 
Native Lands Commission, Fiji. 

O.B.E. : Mr. E. J. Bruen, livestock expert to 
the Government of Bombay; Dr. G. P. Douglas, 
assistant superintendent (research), Royal Air
craft Establishment, Farnborough ; Dr. W. E. 
Fisher, principal, Wolverhampton Technical Col
lege; Prof. W. G. R. Paterson, principal and 
professor of agriculture, West of Scotland Agri
cultural College, Glasgow; Mr. H. F. Mooney, 
forest officer, Eastern States Agency, India; Mr. 
J. Sinclair, for services to agriculture in the Nyasa
land Protectorate; Mr. A. A. Topp, manager of 
the Government Explosives Factory, Maribyrnong, 
Commonwealth of Australia; Mr. J. Turner, forestry 
officer, Department of Natural Resources, New
foundland. M.B.E.: Mr. B. M. Cameron, manager, 
Government Stock Farm and Agricultural Station, 
Acre, Palestine; Mr. A. P. Dodd, chief entomologist 
to the Prickly Pear Board, Commonwealth of 
Australia; Mr. W. M. Findlay, superintendent of 
experiments and lecturer in seed testing, North of 
Scotland College of Agriculture; Miss E. A. Leighton, 
accountant, Building Research Station, Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research; Mr. A. F. 
MacCulloch, advisory chemist, Medical Store Depot, 
Madras: Mr. T. K. Mirchandani, officiating deputy 
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conservator of forests, Bombay; Miss U. F. M. 
Morton, principal, Women's Medical School, Agra, 
United Provinces; Mr. K. R. N. Pillai, extra 
assistant conservator of forests, Jubbulpore, Central 
Provinces and Berar; Mr. H. G. Smith, statistician, 
Agricultural Department, Uganda Protectorate. 
l.S.O. : Mr. J. M. Dunbar, assistant and office super
intendent, Department of Agriculture, Gold Coast. 

Dr. George Senter 

DR. GEORGE SENTER, principal of Birkbeck College, 
University of London, since 1918, retires at the end 
of the current session. He became head of the 
Department of Chemistry at the College in 1914 and 
retained that position until 1932. His principalship 
has been a memorable one. In 1920 the College was 
recognized as a school of the University of London 
and in 1926 a Royal Charter was granted. The 
College thereby realized an ambition which existed 
so far back as 1863, when courses of instruction for 
University of London examinations were instituted. 
Further, Principal Senter has played a major part 
in the elaboration of the scheme for new buildings 
which are to be erected on the University site at 
Bloomsbury. His sound judgment and wide ad
ministrative experience have been of the greatest 
value in University affairs. Principal Senter first 
became a member of the Senate in 1912, was for 
many years chairman of the University Extension 
and Tutorial Classes Council and chairman of the 
University Scholarships Committee, and held the office 
of deputy vice-chancellor in 1933-34. To this record 
of distinguished service must be added the profound 
influence which Dr. Senter has exerted as investi
gator, teacher and writer in the realm of chemistry. 
He has contributed many important communications 
to scientific journals on physico-chemical and bio
chemical subjects and his "Outlines of Physical 
Chemistry" (17th Edition, 1933) and "Text Book of 
Inorganic Chemistry" (14th Edition, 1934) bear 
witness to his distinction as a writer and teacher. 
Recently the staff of Birkbeck College made a 
presentation to Principal Senter, which in the words 
of Prof. Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan, the chairman 
on that occasion, "will be a frequent reminder of the 
affectionate regard-the enduring respect--of those 
with whom he has worked so long". 

The late Prof. E. B. Wilson, For.Mem.R.S. 

REFERRING to Prof. E. W. MacBride's obituary 
article on Prof. E. B. Wilson in NATURE of April 1 
"a gracious appreciation of the work of an eminent 
fellow biologist", Prof. G. N. Calkins and Prof. J. H. 
McGregor write that the statement that "His ill
health and subsequent death were due to a tragic 
accident which befell him when he was conducting a 
body of students, men and women, on a cruise up 
the Pacific coast of Canada" is incorrect. On the 
return journey the boat struck a rock and foundered. 
They write that they were members of the Columbia 
University party referred to and have been closely 
associated with Prof. Wilson ever since until his 
death. It is true that the ship struck a submerged 

rock and sank, but no one suffered the slightest 
physical injury and no one was in the water. The 
sea was calm, there was no panic, the transfer of 
passengers and crew to the lifeboats was conducted 
in an orderly manner and more than two hours 
elapsed after striking the rock before the ship finally 
disappeared. This occurred on August 5, 1897. By far 
the greater part of Wilson's cytological research and 
much of his work in experimental embryology were 
done after the shipwreck. His last contribution to 
cellular biology was published in 1937, when he was 
eighty years of age, and his last visit to the laboratory 
was one week before his death. 

Colonial Administration and Progress, 1938-39 
IF a certain complacency noted by critics was not 

indeed entirely absent from Mr. Malcolm MacDonald's 
review of the year's activities in the debate in the 
House of Commons on June 7 on the estimates for 
Colonial and Middle Eastern Services, 1939, he no 
doubt derived justification from the substantial pro
gress made. Further, the increased interest and 
understanding of Colonial problems on the part of 
the public warranted a certain optimism in forecasting 
increased activity on the part of the administrative 
authorities in applying the resources of scientific 
research to the solution of the varied problems which 
have arisen, especially in Africa, from the contact 
of backward peoples with the, to them, new standards 
of a more advanced civilization. Among the more 
notable features, indeed, of a statement which as a 
whole can in truth be described as gratifying, was 
Mr. MacDonald's announcement of the consideration 
being given, both by the local administrative 
authorities and the Colonial Office in London, to the 
recommendations of Lord Hailey's "African Survey" 
and of Lord Bledisloe's Rhodesia-Nyasaland Com
mission, and especially to the manner in which effect 
can be given to the main proposal of the former for 
the development and co-ordination of research. In 
dealing with the varied range of problems with which 
research in Africa is now concerned, Mr. MacDonald 
was able to speak only in most general terms ; but 
this was of less moment as the annual report was 
already available ("The Colonial Empire: Statement 
relating to the Period lst April, 1938 to 31st March, 
1939, to accompany the Estimates for Colonial and 
Middle Eastern Services, 1939". H.M. Stationery 
Office. Pp. iv+97. Is. 6d. net), in which the activities 
of administration are set out in detail under headings 
such as "Research", "Social Progress", "Develop
ment of Natural Resources" and the like. 

IN opening his statement, Mr. MacDonald 
emphasized the responsibility of British democracy 
in government of the Colonial Empire-a field, as he 
said, of every kind of variety in which "we were 
still to a greater or less degree the trustees, the 
guardians, and the tutors of the various peoples". 
As was said by Sir Edward Grigg on another occasion 
a few days later, criticism of our ability to make the 
best for all men of the vast territories under our 
control is a moral challenge which is by far the most 
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