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THE committee is empowered to arrange mectings
of the Division, to co-ordinate work dealing with the
soecial relations of science, both at home and abroad,
to be prepared to act in a consultative capacity and
to supply information to organizations, individuals,
and the public, to initiate and carry out inquiries
and research, and to secure their publication. An
executive sub-committee has prepared an extensive
programme of work for the full committee, which, at
a meeting on November 28, appointed a number of
other sub-committees to deal with specific matters.
These include sueh topies as the economic require-
ments of nations, the influence of scientific and
technical developments on the relative importance of
different industries and on the total volume of em-
ployment, the question of supplementing existing
national research organizations whether in normal
circumstances or at time of emergency, and the co-
ordination and subsequent public presentation of
work on nutrition and agriculture. Contact has
already been established with organizations at work
on such subjects as a survey of research in Great
Britain, the prospective effects of changes in the
population structure on economics, society, and
occupations, and the incidence of taxation on scien-
tific research, It is hoped to co-operate with the
International Council of Scientific Unions, which has
already set up a Committee on Science and its Social
Relations with the view of preparing a report of
world-wide scope.

Jundhi Shapur

AT a meeting of the Section of the History of
Medicine of the Royal Society of Medicine on
November 2, Dr. Cyril Elgood gave an interesting
account of Jundhi Shapur, which was famous as the
site of a university in south-west Persia, probably
founded about a.D. 340. The Arab invasion of Persia
took place when Jundhi Shapur was at the height
of its fame. The city surrendered in aA.D. 636, but
was left undisturbed, and the University remained
the greatest centre of medical learning in the Islamic
world until the foundation of the school of medicine
in Bagdad. The system of medicine taught at Jundhi
Shapur was predominantly Greek, but indigenous
medicine, Indian medicine, and possibly Chinese
medicine were also studied there. The teachers of
Hippocratic medicine were reinforced by the exodus
of the Nestorian professors from Edessa in 489 and
of the Neo-Platonists from Athens in 529. There was
also a constant flow of individual Greek physicians
to the Persian royal service. The importance of
Jundhi Shapur lay in its being a store-house of Greek
tradition when Rome was no longer the capital of
the Empire and when Constantinople was more
interested in theology than in science. It was the
cradle of the great Arabian school of medicine
and provided most of the translators who rescued
Greek texts from oblivion, thus forming the
source of the renaissance of medicine in Europe.
Owing, however, to the constant transfer of
physicians to Bagdad, the school of Jundhi Shapur
declined, and by the twelfth century ceased to
funection.
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Awards of the Mary Kingsley Medal

PrESENTATIONS of the Mary Kingsley Medal to five
recipients were made on Novembor 23 at a reception
at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine by its
chairman, Viscount Leverhulme. This medal, struck
in commemoration of the late Miss Mary Kingsley,
nieco of Charles Kingsley, distinguished for her work
in promoting the welfare of the natives of West
Africa, is awarded in recognition of services in the
cause of fighting and preventing disease in the
tropics.  After the echairman had welcomed the
guests, Prof. Warrington Yorke introduced the
recipients of the medals, briefly outlining the grounds
for the awards. They were : Lady Danson, honorary
recipient, widow of the late Sir Francis Danson, who
was Chairman of the Liverpool School over a lengthy
period, and was largely responsible for the establish-
ment of the School’s research laboratory at Freetown,
West Africa, and herself undertaking the duties of
chairman during her husband’s absences ; Dr. Mar-
shall A. Barber, with a long and distinguished as-
sociation with the International Health Division of
the Rockefeller Foundation, and recognized for his
researches on malaria and for his work on the hook-
worm, and inventor of the ‘micromanipulator’ ; Prof.
imile Brumpt, of the University of Paris, distin-
guished for his researches on tropical parasitology ;
Prof. W. Scott Patton, emeritus professor of entomo-
logy in the School, formerly in the Indian Medical
Service and director of the King Institute, Madras,
well known for his researches on kala-azar and
oriental sore, and finally Werner Schuleman, pro-
fessor of pharmacology, University of Bonn, the
discovercr of the anti-malarial drug, plasmoquine,
which gave a great impetus to chemotherapy.

Early Anatolian Civilizations

Miss WiniFRED LamB’s account of her third
season of excavation at Kusuru, south-west of Afyon
Karahissar in Anatolia, which was given before the
Society of Antiquaries of London on November 17,
emphasized the importance of this little-explored
region for knowledge of the cultural distributions of
Asia Minor in the third millennium B.c. Miss Lamb
was able to demonstrato that at this early period the
distinetion which has been drawn between the
cultures of eastern and western Anatolia is by no
means 8o clearly defined as has been thought. The
culture of the community of Kusuru in the third
millennium, she finds, had much in common with
that of the western Anatolian group ; and she would
regard the two, not indeed as dissociated, but rather
as independent developments of the culture of
peoples of a common stock. A relatively advanced
stage of civic development is indicated by the dis-
position of the houses on either side of a street.
These architectural remains are well preserved, and
in some instances still rise to a height of more than
three metres. A period of disturbances and the
partial destruction of the sottlement at about 2000
B.Cc. was followed by the appearance of a new race.
The town was rebuilt and its citadel enclosed by a
double wall with a gateway on the west. On the
evidence of the pottery, implements and cult objects,
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