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Moon", D. Caradog Jones on "The Changing Popu
lation of Merseyside", Prof. J. T. Craig on "Veter
inary Pathology", and a number of shorter talks were 
given in the individual rooms. The Institute of 
Chemistry and the Society of Chemical Industry 
exhibited process demonstrations of artificial silk 
spinning, products obtainable from cotton seed, 
demonstrations of the action of dirt particles under 
the influence of electrical forces, dyeing and armour
plate glass ; the British Association of Chemists 
exhibited a combined temperature and humidity 
recorder, smoke density determination apparatus 
and samples from the plastics industry. The Liver
pool Biological Society's room included a demon
stration exhibit by Prof. J. H. Orton on his Dee 
fisheries work, Dr. R. J. Daniel on pearl-formation, 
and Mrs. Bisbee on the ductless glands. Mr. Eric 
Hardy had arranged a special "Country-Side" Room 
with Nature films, photographs, habitat groups of 
British birds and mammals, bird migration ('ringing') 
and flight (bird-wing) displays, illuminated natural 
colour lantern slides, bird sanctuary devices and 
maps of local bird distribution. The exhibition also 
included natural colour films, an ingenious micro
projector by Mr. A. V. Wilkinson, Dr. Glynn Morris's 
geological collection, and in the Engineering Society's 
room, a trafficator for cyclists invented by Mr. A. 
Robins. 

Indian Adult Education 
FRoM the National Adult School Union we have 

received a copy of an appeal by its International 
Committee for funds to assist in the development of 
adult education work in India. The appeal is counter
signed by Mr. Banning Richardson, as president of 
the Indian Adult Education Society and honorary 
general secretary, All-India Adult Education Confer
ence Committee. This committee has undertaken to 
investigate all the adult education activities which 
are being carried on in India and to call a 
conference for the early part of 1939. Annexed to 
the appeal is a leaflet which mentions, as indicative 
of the character of the work now carried on by the 
Indian Adult Education Society : the teaching of 
improved methods of handicrafts to undergraduates 
of the University of Delhi with the intention that 
during the vacations this instruction should be passed 
on to their rural relations and friends ; "literacy 
work" ; a regular service of rural broadcasting ; the 
teaching of scholastic subjects to matriculates, who 
have not been able to continue their studies at a 
university ; and the giving of instruction to members 
in their own religion by the most capable believer 
in that faith available. Of this last, it is claimed that 
an improved relationship between the followers of 
the different religions has resulted. Nothing is said 
about the utilization of the movement as an instru
ment of political propaganda, but reference is made 
to the fact that in the Central Provinces, recently 
described in The Hindu as "a thoroughly congress
minded province", the Minister of Education and 
Vice-Chancellor of the University have associated 
themselves with it. 

Royal Society of Science, Bombay 
SINCE its opening in 1920, the Royal Institute of 

Science, Bombay, has been recognized as the fore
most college in the Presidency for the training of 
science students. The late Dr. A. N. Meldrum, the 
first principal and professor of organic chemistry, 
realized t.he importance of its being not merely an 
institution for the training of undergraduate students, 
but that it should also be an active centre of research. 
He was fortunate in having the support of an enthu
siastic staff, and during the period of his principalship 
a large number of students were trained in the methods 
of research both in the physical and natural sciences. 
We have now before us the triennis.l report of the 
Institute covering the years 1934--37, and we note 
with pleasure the continued advancement of the 
Institute under the energetic and enligl>tened leader
ship of its present principal, Prof. T. S. Wheeler. 
The total number (315) of full-time students is not 
large, and of these no fewer than 94 are engaged in 
post-graduate work, which indicates the importance 
attached to original work. 

DURING the triennium dealt with in the report, 159 
original papers have been published of which the 
majority (102) come from the two departments of 
chemistry. Whilst, as is natural, their contents are 
of varying value, Prof. T. S. Wheeler's contributions 
to the theory of liquids and Prof. R. H. Dastur's 
work on plant metabolism have attracted widespread 
attention. In its recent visit to Bombay, the British 
science delegation had the opportunity, all too 
short, of visiting the Institute and of seeing some
thing of the work which is being so actively pursued. 
Contrary to the experience elsewhere in India, no 
difficulty has been encountered in finding employ
ment for students, of whom only 0·6 per cent were 
unemployed, whilst 21·8 per cent had obtained 
industrial posts. It is very much to be hoped that 
no considerations of economy will be allowed to 
weaken the activities of the Institute since, to the 
students now under training there, the industries of 
the Bombay Presidency must largely look for their 
future advancement. 

Acquisitions at the British Museum (Natural History) 
THROUGH the kindness of the Rev. T. H. Wilson, 

of Inkongo in the Sankuru district of the Congo, the 
Museum has received a female specimen of the 
recently discovered peacock-like bird, Ajropavo con
gensis. This bird was first discovered by Dr. James P. 
Chapin, of the American Museum of Natural History, 
New York, in 1936, who found two mounted examples 
in the Ethnological Department of the Tervueren 
Museum, Brussels, where they had been overlooked. 
Later the authorities of that Museum received further 
specimens from the Congo. Dr. Chapin visited the 
area and his native hunters brought in two more, 
while he himself had a fleeting view of one bird in the 
forest. The interesting feature of this bird is that 
in some of its characters it resembles the peacock, 
a bird which is confined to Asia. Specimens of 
diamondiferous gravels and concentrates have been 
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received from the Geological Survey of the Gold 
Coast Colony, and Prof. Ta.keo Watanabe has 
presented a specimen of the new mineral kotoite-a 
magnesium borate occurring as a rock-forming 
mineral in limestone in Korea. A magnificent group 
of yellow and green zoned crystals of fluor from a 
mine in Weardale has been purchased and the oppor
tunity has been taken to re-arrange the exhibit of 
fiuor in the pavilion of the Mineral Gallery. Mr. P.M. 
Game, a member of the staff of the Department of 
Minerals, who recently returned from an expedition 
to West Greenland under the leadership of Dr. H. I. 
Drever, has brought back a collection of about three 
hundred specimens of rocks and minerals from 
Ubekendt Island, Umanak Fjord, a region in which 
no previous geological work had been done. 

THE Department of Botany has received two 
collections of plants from expeditions made by 
students of Imperial College. The first is from Jan 
Mayan, and contains 427 numbers mostly collected 
by Mr. R. S. Russell. The collection is a very valuable 
one as each number usually contains ample material. 
The Department now has practically a complete 
representation of the species recorded from the island, 
which is of special interest in view of its position in 
mid-ocean between the Old and the New Worlds. 
The second is from Finmark, and consists of 350 
numbers of dried plants and some fungi in spirit, 
collected for the most part by Mr. H. D. Jordan. 
The specimens are mainly from the base camp area 
at the head of Lakse Fjord and in the still incom
pletely mapped hinterland, which was crossed up to a 
little beyond River Tana. The Oxford University 
Expedition to the Cayman Islands obtained 678 
numbers of flowering plants and 614 numbers of 
cryptogams for the Department, collected by Mr. W. 
Kings. The specimens are well preserved, and, as 
the islands are little known botanically, the collection 
should prove an interesting one. Mr. C. A. Lister 
accompanied the Public Schools Exploring Society's 
Expedition to Newfoundland and collected 173 
phanerogams and 34 cryptogams. These have been 
presented to the Department and supplement the 
previous collections made in these expeditions. The 
specimens are very well preserved. The British 
herbarium of the late Mr. F. J. Hanbury, which was 
bequeathed to the Museum, contains more than 
20,000 sheets. As Mr. Hanbury always aimed at a 
large series of specimens and as he was responsible 
for a considerable number of records to the "Supple
ments to Topographical Botany", the material is 
especially useful. The chief value of the herbarium 
is probably in the fine collection of Hieracium, for 
Mr. Hanbury began the publication of a monograph 
of the genus and compiled the account in the ninth 
edition of Babington's "Manual"; it contains the 
Hieracia of James Backhouse, the first monographer 
of the genus in Britain. The Department has also 
acquired Lieut.-Colonel A. H. Wolly-Dod's collections 
of Rosa. Colonel Wolly-Dod is the recognized British 
authority on the genus, and many of the specimens 
have been examined by other specialists. 

Philosophy and History 
IN the annual philosophical lecture on "Some 

Problems of the Philosophy of History" delivered 
under the Henriette Hertz Trust before the British 
Academy on March 16 (London: Oxford University 
Press, ls. 6d. net), Prof. G. C. Field urged that all 
serious philosophical thinking must be based on an ex
amination of the assumptions actually made in the 
other established forms of thinking. If the philosopher 
wishes to proceed eventually to a general theory of 
knowledge or reality, he must take this as his found a· 
tion and evidence. Prof. Field suggested that among 
the established forms of thinking, history holds an 
important place and deserves serious consideration 
in view of the tendency to suggest that the assump
tions of physical science must be the assumptions of 
all valid thinking. History forms a coherent body of 
thought in which mutual understanding and co
operation between large numbers of people are 
possible, and has independent claims to consideration 
as an essential part of the evidence on which our 
final theories must be based. Prof. Field distinguishes 
three main elements in the general structure of 
historical thinking : imaginative reconstruction of 
past events or situations ; the belief that this 
imaginative reconstruction is correct, corresponding 
to, or being like in some degree, what really happened ; 
and the evidence on which our conclusions are based. 
Discussing the dependence of our historical beliefs on 
narrative, he referred to the question of selection in 
imaginative reconstruction and its bearing on the 
understanding rather than the mere recording of 
what happened. 

University of Manchester and its Alumni 
THE second number of the Journal which the 

University of Manchester has established as a means 
of keeping its members in touch with ita activities 
and plans maintains the high standard of its pre· 
decessor. A message and appeal to its graduates by 
the Vice-Chancellor is followed by a number of 
articles of more than local or passing interest. The 
School of History, the Physics Department, the 
University Settlement and Halls of Residence are 
discussed by Profs. E. F. Jacob and W. L. Bragg, 
Mr. Pilkington Turner and the wardens of two of 
the Halls. Mr. John Coatman, North Regional 
director of the B.B.C., writing on "The Significance 
of a Lancashire University in the Community", 
argues ingeniously that the circumstances of to-day 
call for a vision of international economic and 
political relations as clear and fruitful as that which 
gave Lancashire its greatness a century ago, and 
that, to meet this need, its universities, the county's 
"great intellectual power-houses", should devote 
themselves increasingly to the "philosophical study 
of the principles of human association, examination 
of the economic and political forces at Work inside 
and between nations, and clear-sighted, intelligible 
analysis of the forces which mould public opinion, 
determine national policies, and thus in the end 
control international relations". Furthermore, he 
urges that in the systems of education which come 
within their influence they should give an increasing 
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