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Science News a Century Ago 
The Zoological Society 

AT a meeting of the Zoological Society on October 
23, 1838, letters from three coiTesponding members 
were read. M .• Julian Desjardins, secretary of the 
Natural History Society of Mauritius, wrote saying 
that it was his intention to leave that island on 
January I of the following year for England, with 
a large collection of objects on natural history, many 
of which he intended for the Society ; Colonel P. 
Campbell wrote from Alexandria that he had not 
yet succeeded in gaining any further information 
respecting the possibility of procuring some white 
elephants for the menagerie in Regent's Park, 
and Lieut .. -Colonel Doherty, governor of Sierra 
Leone, wrote that he was using every exertion to 
procure for the Society a male and female chimpanzee. 

Statue of Watt at Greenock 

"THE statue of James Watt, by Sir :Francis 
Chantrey, is now placed in the building erected for 
it in Union-street. It is an 8 feet figure, of statuary 
marble, and weighs upwards of 2 tons, and the 
pedestal, which is of Sicilian marble, weighs about 
3 tons. On the front of the pedestal is the following 
inscription, from the classic pen of Lord Jeffrey : 'The 
inhabitants of Greenock have erected this statue to 
James Watt, not to extend a fame already identified 
with the miracles of steam, but to testify the pride 
and reverence with which he is remembered in the 
place of his nativity, and their deep sense of the 
great benefits his genius has conferred on mankind. 
Born XIX .January MDCCXXXVI. Died at Heath
field in Staffordshire, August XXV, MDCCCXIX'. 
On the right of the pedestal is a shield containing 
the Arms of Greenock, and on the left strength and 
speed." (Mechanics' Magazine, Octob1w 27, lR38.) 

Airy's Compass Experiments 

THROUGHOUT 1838, the Astronomer Royal, Airy, 
was much occupied with t.he improvement of com
passes for iron ships, and, at the instigation of the 
Admiralty, in the summer made experiments in the 
steamer Rainbow. On October 5 he received an 
application from the owner of the iron sailing ship 
Ironsides to correct her compasses. He accordingly 
went to Liverpool where he, as he said, "made a 
very important improvement in the practical mode 
of performing the correction". On October 28 he 
wrote to his wife refciTing to the Ironsides: "I 
worked up the observations so much as to see that 
the compass disturbance is not so great as in the 
'Rainbow' (35° instead of 50°), but quite enough to 
make the vessel worthless ; and that it is quite 
different in dircct.ion from that in the 'Rainbow'
so that if they had stolen one of the 'Rainbow' 
correctors and put it into this ship it would have 
been worse than before." Again, on November I, 
he wrote, "On Wednesday I again went to the ship 
and tried small alterations in the correctors : I am 
confident now that the thing is very near, but we 
are most abominably baffled by the sluggishness of 
the compass". Airy reported on his experiments to 
the Admiralty and on December 4 had an interview 
with Lord Minto, the First Lord of the Admiralty, 
and Mr. Wood (afterwards Lord Halifax), the secre
tary, but "they refused to sanction any reward to 
me". His experiments, however, led to a great 
extension in the building of iron vessels. 

Societies and Academies 

Paris 

Academy of Sciences (C.R., 207, 437-456, August 29, 
1938) 

H. LEBESGUE : Equivalence of regular polyhedra. 
P. LEJAY: Method of calculation of the coefficients 

characterizing atmospheric obscurity. Variations of 
this obscurity in the neighbourhood of Shanghai. 

A. RoSENBLATT : Series of univalent powers in the 
circle of unity. 

P. LEVY : Addition of definite aleatorv variables 
of modulus one. ·· 

L. I. GAMA : Additivity of the accumulatij. 
H. BIZETTE, C. F. SQUIRE and B. TsAI: The 

transition point 'A of the magnetic susceptibility of 
manganous oxide. Curves are given for the suscepti
bility at 7,000 gauss and 24,000 gauss from about 
40° K. to ordinary temperature. 

MLLE. M.-L. A.LLAIS: New measurements of the 
K spectra of arsenic (33}, selenium (34) and bromine 
(35). 

A. DAUVILLIER: The internal structure of the 
globe, and the genesis of the continents and oceans. 
An outline of a hypothesis, a feature of which is that 
the globe, while still incandescent, had five lunar seas 
which became the basins of the oceans. The atmo
sphere consisted of hydrogen and helium, and as the 
temperature decreased, the former reduced metallic 
oxides of the sial and formed water which eventuallv 
condensed and eroded away t.he hmar relief. · 

E. LEDERER and .MLLE. R. GLASER: Echinochrome 
and spinochrome. The former, a red pigment from 
the blood corpuscles of a sea-urchin, has been obtained 
in crystalline form ; while the latter, from t.he violet 
spines of a sea-urchin, is formed from it, by the 
substitution of a hydroxyl group for a hydrogen 
atom. 

(C.R., 207, 457-468, Sept. ii, 1938). 

K. MENGER: Now basis for tho development of 
the geometry of Bolyai and Lobatchefski.. 

R. WAVRE: A method of VoltPrTa and a theorem 
of Dive relating to fluid masse'<. 

S. NIKITINE : Experimental of the photo
dichroism of cyanine. 

J. GAUTRELET and .MLLE. E. CORTEGGIANI : Liber
ation of acetylcholine from the acetylcholine complex 
of mammalian brain bv cobra vcnom. 

G. RAMON, A. Borvr'N and R. RrcHOlJ : Obtaining 
staphylococcal toxin and anatoxin in a medium of 
definite chemical composition. Tho medium does not 
contain peptone. 

(C.R., 207, 469-480, Sept. 12, 1938}. 

R. SALEl\I : Convergence of Fourier series. 
]'. LEJA: Approximation of continuous functions 

by certain harmonic functions. 
R. DALMON : Study of the const.it.ution of nitric 

acid by its absorption spectra. 
H. GAULT and E. STECKL: Research on the con

densation of acyclic aldehydes with certain compounds 
containing the carbonyl group. Condensation of 
formaldehyde and acetaldehyde with cyclohexanone. 

MLLE. M. FouRCROY: In Pinus pinea each con. 
vergent conserves its functional individuality dming 
rerlnct.io"' 
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