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Moravia, is included in one of the areas where a 
plebiscite is to be held. Should this city, with its 
tmiversity erected after the War and named after 
President Masaryk, and its technical colleges and 
museum, be transferred to Germany, it may well be 
asked how the republic is to continue. The future 
of the German University of Prague (the only one 
provided for a minority in Europe) is also a matter 
for concern. Will the Czechs feel justified in expending 
money upon it whilst their own establishments 
languish ? Whatever happens, it is highly probable 
that serious academic research, such as the world 
has become accustomed to associate with Prague and 
its ancient university, will be impeded for a long 
time to come. 

The Physical Society 
WHEN the Physical Society of London was founded 

in March 1874, a paper "On the New Contact-Theory 
of the Galvanic Cell" was read by J. A. Fleming 
(now Sir Ambrose Fleming). Since then, sixty-four 
years have elapsed, yet this veteran physicist and 
engineer is still taking part in scientific work. It is 
therefore with particular interest that we see the 
announcement in the Society's programme that he 
is to give an address on January 13 next, on "Physics 
and Physicists of the Eighteen-Seventies". Other 
noteworthy meetings included in the programme 
are: the twenty-third Guthrie Lecture by Prof. A. V. 
Hill, on the transformation of energy and the 
mechanical work of muscles (Nov. 11) ; a discussion 
on electro-acoustics, to be opened by Dr. C. V. Drys
dale (Dec. 9); discourse by Dr. J. D. Cockcroft on 
the cyclotron and its applications (Jan. 3); discourse 
by C. S. Wright on geophysical research in Polar 
regions (Jan. 4); joint meeting with the Royal 
Astronomical Society for a discussion on the expand
ing universe, to be opened by Prof. G. F. J. Temple 
and Dr. G. C. McVittie (Jan. 27); the Thomas Young 
oration by Brigadier M. N. MacLeod on some recent 
developments in British surveying instruments 
(March 24) ; and joint meeting with the Chemical and 
Royal Meteorological Societies, for a discussion on 
chemical and physical investigations of the upper 
atmosphere, to be opened by Prof. F. A. Paneth 
(May 4). The president of the Society this year is 
Prof. Allan Ferguson ; and it is evident from the 
programme that he desires the meetings to be of 
wide interest and not confined to the communication 
of technical papers which are better presented by 
title for publication in the Proceedings than read. 

Roman Villa in Yorkshire 
REMAINS of a Roman villa have been brought to 

light, contrary to anticipation, at Well, a village of 
the Dales in the North Riding of Yorkshire. Although 
the site was known to be Roman, it was thought to 
be too far north to be likely to provide evidence of 
occupation of any considerable interest. As the result 
of a week of excavation, however, the walls of bath 
buildings, which had been connected with a villa, 
and the floor of the cold water plunge bath have 
been brought to light. The floor has a tessellated 
pavement with plaster moulding, and the walls are 

plaster-lined. There is evidence that the walls had 
been twice rebuilt, once after a fire. A piece of 
'Huntcliffe' pottery indicates that occupation had 
been so recent as the last quarter of the fourth 
century. Other pieces of pottery and a coin have 
been found. Excavation is now being directed to a 
search for the hot bath room and the walls of the 
main buildings of the villa, which it is hoped to 
discover nearby. In view of the geographical situation 
of the villa, this find is likely to prove of no little 
interest as an indication of the relation of civil settle
ment and military occupation, more especially at so 
late a date. The excavation is being carried out 
under the supervision of Mr. Gilliard Beer and Mr. 
Kitson Clark of Leeds, both members of the Roman 
Antiquities Committee of the Yorkshire Archreological 
Society. It is stated in a report on the excavation, 
which appeared in The Times of September 28, that 
owing to lack of funds it will not be possible to 
continue the work of excavation beyond the middle 
of October. It would, indeed, be unfortunate if what 
may prove an important investigation in its bearing 
on a critical period should have to be abandoned 
before completion. 

Houses of Viking Age m Eire 
PRoviSION for archreological exploration and re

search continues to be made as part of the measures 
for the relief of unemployment put into operation by 
the Government of Eire. In the systematic plan of 
archreological investigation which it has been possible 
to frame as a result of the resources, financial and 
other, made available in this manner, the exploration 
of the forts, which form such an important class of 
Irish antiquities, naturally take a prominent place. 
An account of the results obtained in an examination 
of one such site on Lough Gur, Co. Limerick, of 
which the excavation was carried out under the 
supervision of Prof. S. P. O'Riordain in the present 
season, is given by a correspondent of The Times in 
the issue of October 3. These results are of special 
interest as the excavation of the fort brought to 
light evidence of the character of the house in Ireland 
in, it would appear from the associated finds, the 
period of the Vikings about A.D. 800-1000. Both 
inside the fort and outside its walls were the remains 
of several houses built of stone. One of them, outside 
the southern rampart, was a long rectangular struc
ture, built in such a way that the face of the wall of 
the fort formed a . wall of the house. The houses 
outside the wall to the north were provided with 
yards. Although of different types, all were of stone. 
They were paved, and in some of the rooms were 
hearths. In one building the roof had been supported 
by timber posts, for which the holes were found. A 
large number of objects for everyday use, of iron, 
bronze, stone, and bone were found, which serve to 
·date the site as of the Viking period. A coin has 
been identified as an imitation, or copy, of a coin of 
Constantine, such as continued to be made in Britain 
long after the Roman period. A hoard of Viking 
silver would appear to have belonged to a metal 
worker, and included silver bracelets which had been 
broken up to being melted down. 
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