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News and Views 

Hugh Miller Commemoration at Cromarty 
THE cottage at Cromarty in which Hugh Miller 

was born on October 10, 1802, was handed over to 
the National Trust for Scotland on September 26. 
The occasion was of interest not only to geologists 
but also to many who have been attracted to his 
writings by their highly individual style and charm, 
and to those who are interested in the religious 
history of Scotland in the nineteenth century. Few 
geologists have appealed to such a large reading 
public as did Hugh Miller ; his assured place in the 
history of the science depends perhaps no less upon 
the stimulus and influence of his work than on its 
actual scientific content. His apprenticeship to a 
stonemason turned his attention to the geology, and 
particularly to the sedimentary rocks, of the north
east of Scotland. He made the Old Red Sandstone 
a familiar term all over the world, and his book with 
that title "amazed and delighted" such an eminent 
geologist as Buckland. Many of his other books were 
original attempts to make palreontology a contri
bution to Christian apologetics ; Miller, as editor 
of the Witness, played a large part in the "non
intrusionist" movement in the Church of Scotland. 
Other collectors .:;uch as Robert Dick of Thurso (an 
acute observer who might, one feels, have rivalled 
Miller as a writer) looked upon Miller as their mouth
piece, and their new specimens and information 
were often made known through him. Miller's lack 
of orthodox anatomical knowledge was balanced by 
a "natural insight", and, even though much of his 
writing is now disregarded, his contributions to 
geology and to English letters form a durable record. 

Anniversary of the Discovery of Radium 
THE fortieth anniversary of the discovery of radium 

is the occasion for the issue in France of a special 
postage stamp in honour of the discoverers, Pierre 
and Marie Curie. Their lives and characters have 
been well revealed by their daughter Eve Curie, who 

wrote that her mother did not know how to be 
famous, while Einstein declared that Mme. Curie 
alone of famous people was unspoiled by prosperity. 
Her other daughter, Irene, has carried forward the 
illustrious scientific work of her parents by her 
discovery, with her husband, Prof. Joliot, of 'artificial' 
radioactivity. The stamp, printed in blue, is excellent 
in design and carries faithful portraits, as may 
be seen by the accompanying reproduction. It 
carries a surtax of half a franc for the benefit of the 

"Union Internationale contre le Cancer". On its 
merits, this stamp should have a wide appeal, 
enhanced by the desire to aid in the fight against a 
baffling disease. 

THE International Union against Cancer, which 
comprises ninety-two organizations representing fifty
two nations, has succeeded in arranging for an 
International Week against Cancer on November 
23-30, which it is hoped will take place simultaneously 
in fifty countries. In connexion with the celebrations, 
an international commemoration of the discovery of 
radium, electrons, X-rays and Hertzian waves will 
take place on November 23 at the Sorbonne, and a 
number of papers have been promised by distin
guished scientific workers, including 0. Hahn (Berlin
Dahlem), G. Hevesy (Copenhagen), G. P. Thomson 
(London), M. von Laue (Berlin), A. Sommerfeld 
(Munich), J. Errera (Brussels), F. Carter-Wood (New 
York), J. D. Bernal (London), H. Stubbe (Berlin
Dahlem), A. Bouwers (Eindhoven) and L. Marton 
(Brussels), in addition to French men of science. 
Further particulars of the meeting can be obtained 
from the secretary-general of the Semaine Inter
nationale contre le Cancer, 18 rue Souffiot, Paris (V). 

Czechoslovakia's Future 
DR. GERALD DRUCE, who was the first English 

graduate of the Charles University of Prague aft.er 
the Great War, writes as follows: Relief that war 
has been averted is shared by the peoples of all 
nations. Thanks to the uses that would be made of 
accumulated scientific knowledge and skill, a world 
war to-day would be of such intensity and so ruth
less that there would be no victory for the victors, 
whilst the vanquished might well suffer extinction. 
Mankind has been mercifully spared this fate, but at 
the expense of a cultured and highly respected, if 
small, nation. The Czechoslovaks have accepted 
proposals made "without and against them", the 
economic and cultural consequences of which cannot 
be foreseen. The territory ceded at once includes the 
whole of the Ore Mountains, so that the mineral 
wealth of north-west Bohemia will no longer be 
available for the metallurgical and engineering 
establishments of Pilsen and Prague. The pitchblende 
mines of Jachymov (St. Joachimsthal), together with 
the radium institute so largely developed by the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Health, have also been lost. 
In this area, too, the Aussig chemical concern has 
most of its plant and research stations. The economic 
losses, of which the above are but examples, will 
necessitate curtailment of expenditure upon scientific 
and educational work in the residual State. Hitherto, 
the Czechoslovak Ministry of Education has 
generously supported the universities and other 
scientific and educational establishments, but it 
cannot continue on the same scale that has hitherto 
been possible. From the maps published in the 
Press, it appears that Brno (Briinn), the capital of 
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