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Epidemics In Schools* 

T HIS volume constitutes an interim report of a 
committee appointed by the Medical Research 

Council seven years ago to investigate the subject 
of epidemic and other illnesses in schools from both 
the scientific and practical points of view. Of the 
schools investigated, twenty were public schools for 
boys and seventeen for girls, the majority of the 
pupils being boarders, and the social class being very 
similar in both. Most of the pupils had been to 
preparatory schools, 80 that there was no sudden 
change in environment-from the family to school
and were between thirteen and eighteen years of 
age. The criterion of sickness adopted was that 
causing at least one day's absence from school. 

The following are some of the points that emerge 
from the enormous amount of data collected and 
analysed. Nasopharyngeal infections from the 
attack rates seemed to be more prevalent among the 
girls; but this is apparently not because girls are 
more susceptible than boys, but because the girls 
are subjected to stricter surveillance. The common 
cold was one of the most important causes of lost 
time, and if influenza is included, making one group 
of "nasopharyngeal infection", accounts for as much 
as 53 per cent among girls, and 43 per cent among 
boys, of all time lost on account of minor respiratory 
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troubles. Epidemic influenza was almost confined 
to the Lent term, and many other diseases showed 
a tendency to be concentrated into this term. The 
incidence of injuries was heaviest among boys in the 
Christmas term; but whether this is due to intensified 
activity as a result of good health, or to more football 
in this term, is uncertain. Boys suffer twice as 
frequently from middle ear disease, two and a half 
times as frequently from pneumonia, and eleven 
times as frequently from acute rheumatism, compared 
with girls. There is no evidence as to the cause of 
this greater incidence upon boys; it may be a real 
sex difference, but it may in part be due to the fact 
that girls are under stricter supervision. More than 
half the boys and half the girls had had their tonsils 
removed, but there is no evidence that wholesale 
tonsillectomy results in a diminished incidence of 
nasopharyngeal and some other diseases. 

In regard to the apparent relation between herpes 
zoster and chicken pox, it is of interest that in 
eighteen out of twenty occasions when zoster preceded 
chicken pox, the first case of chicken pox might, 
from the point of view of time, have been infected 
from a case of zoster. 

Dr. Lempriere contributes an interesting historical 
introduction on the medical history of public schools, 
and Dr. Griffith a section on the bacteriology of otitis 
media and mastoid disease, pneumonia and strepto
coccal infections, with determinations of the types 
of micro·organisms present in these infections. 

Work of the Forestry Commissioners 

PERHAPS the most interesting part of the 
eighteenth annual report of the Forestry Com

missioners for the year ending September 30, 1937 
(London: H.M. Stationery Office. Is. net), is the 
account of the work undertaken to give effect to the 
Government policy for the Special Areas in connexion 
with afforestation. In the previous annual report (to 
September 1936) reference was made to the initiation 
of a scheme of afforestation and forest workers' hold
ings in the Special Areas of England and Wales. It 
was then pointed out that both the acquisition of 
the necessary land and the provision of plants would 
take time, so that no large scheme of afforestation 
could be anticipated during the present year. 

The scheme proposed envisaged the acquisition of 
100,000 acres of plantable land, its afforestation and 
the formation of 500 forest workers' holdings in three 
years. This proposal was regarded as an experimental 
step which, if successful, would be followed by a 
larger scheme covering 200,000 acres and 1,000 hold
ings to be put through in ten years. 

At the close of the year under review, 568,000 acres 
were examined in or within a 15-mile radius of the 
Special Areas, namely, 225,000 in the Northern Area 
(Durham, Tyneside, Haltwhistle and West Cumber
land) and 343,000 in the South Wales Area. Of this 

area, 72,000 acres in the north and 80,000 acres in 
South Wales were found to be subject to rights of 
common and so not available for the purpose in 
view. On the whole, owners of land were favourable 
to the scheme. By the end of the year, 42,900 acres 
of plantable land had been acquired spread in nearly 
equal amounts between the two regions. 

Nursery work had to be considerably extended and 
a large new nursery has been established at Tair Onen 
in the neighbourhood of Cardiff. At this nursery no 
less than seventeen forest workers' holdings have been 
established. Although probably but little known 
to the public, this side of the activities of the 
Commission is by no means the least interesting, for 
the work has been brought to a high level of 
efficiency. 

Owing to a shortage of plants it was not found 
possible to carry out the additional planting work 
either during the season of 1936-37 or that of 1937-38 ; 
in the latter year the projected programme of 3,350 
acres being reduced to 3,000 acres. It is added: 
"Except for any ill·effects due to the prolonged 
drought of the spring of 1938, plant supply should 
not in future be a limiting factor". It is to be feared 
that in some parts of the country at least there 
will have been a considerable mortality, both on 
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Science News a Century Ago Government and private estates, in connexion with 
the plantings of early 1938. 

During the course of the year, the report states, 
"an interesting landmark, the million acres, was 
passed, the total acquired to the end of the year 
being 1,008,500 acres". 

The report contains some interesting remarks on 
amenity and the opposition of local bodies to afforesta
tion work in what are considered 'beauty spots', on 
national forest parks and on private woodlands-all 
points of considerable interest to the general public. 
The Commission is now engaged in undertaking a 
census of woodlands in Great Britain, the last census, 
a somewhat inadequate one, having been undertaken 
in 1924. 

St. George's Day among Serbian 
Gypsies 

ST. GEORGE'S DAY (Djurdjev Dan) is of all 
"Slavas" that most enjoyed by the Gypsies of 

Serbia. This feast, Dr. A. Petrovic says in his con
tinuing study of the Serbian Gypsies (J. GYP8Y Lore 
Soc., Ser. 3, 17, 2; 1938), is not only a holiday, but 
also a harbinger of spring and new life-first of all with 
respect to food when new vegetables are available, 
from which a woman, using salt and a little bread, 
will make a salad to last a family for a whole day. 
It is also the time when the gypsies cease to sleep in 
the house and take their bedding and the anvil 
outside. They sit, eat and sleep in the open air. 

In the old days, when many Serbian gypsies had 
no permanent dwelling-places, on October 26 O.S. 
(St. Demetri's Day) they used to select the village 
in which they would stay for the winter; but as 
soon as spring had come, all left their winter quarters 
to meet at some previously appointed spot on 
Djurdjev Dan. One such place was Mirijevo, near 
Belgrade. At such a meeting two to three hundred 
tents of gypsies would be gathered together. Every 
family slew a sheep for the ceremonial meal. In this 
meal the whole body of the sheep was brought to the 
table with the horns still on the head to show how 
large the sheep had been. The larger the horns, it 
was believed, the bigger the sheep. All the gold and 
silver coins the family possessed were hung around 
the neck of the roasted sheep, indicating what sort 
of a year the host had had. After this followed 
greetings and questions as to the happenings of the 
preceding year. Marriages followed. Eating, drinking 
and revelling lasted the whole day. In this manner 
they said they were seeing the winter off down-stream, 
along the Danube. 

At Kopljari, on the eve of St. George, a thread was 
taken and hung for a time on a rose-branch. It was 
then fastened around the neck of a child, where it 
was left until it broke. Members of the family gather 
and weave garlands of flowers, one being thrown on 
the wood-shed for storing maize with the words "Let 
the shed be full of maize". Another is thrown on 
the corn-loft with a similar formula. At night one 
of the men goes to the field of a rich man and gathers 
green corn, which he then throws on his own fields, 
with a formula expressing his desire to become a 
"master", as the man from whom he has stolen the 
corn. A branch stolen from another man's tree is 
made into a cross and painted to ensure fertility 
"like that of the hazel-nut". An elaborate ceremonial 
is observed in preparation for the feast, and all must 
first bathe naked in the river. 

The Entomological Society 

AT a meeting of the Entomological Society held 
on October 1, 1838, J. F. Stevens, president, being 
in the chair, "The Rev. M. Taylor presented specimens 
of the different sexes of a species of wasp, and of 
Ripiphoru8 paradoxu8, a singular species of beetle 
which is parasitic in their nest. An extended dis
cussion in which several members joined, took place 
relative to the hexagonal formation of the cells of 
bees and wasps, in reference to Mr. Waterhouse's 
theory upon the subject. The following memoirs 
were read: 'Notes upon the Egg-Cases of the 
Blattre and their Parasites by Mr. Sells. 2. A few 
words in reply to Mr. Macleay's Remarks upon the 
Metamorphoses of Crustacea, by Mr. Westwood. 
3. Observations on the Habits of the CEstridre by Mr. 
Sells.' " 

Charles Tennant (1768-1838) 

ON October 1, 1838, Charles Tennant, founder of 
the chemical firm of Charles Tennant and Co. Ltd., 
died at Glasgow at the age of seventy years. Born 
at Ochiltree, Ayrshire, on May 3, 1768, he was 
educated at the parish school and was then set to 
learn silk manufacturing. When twenty years of 
age he became the managing oWner of a bleaching 
field at Darnley near Paisley, where he discovered a 
method of controlling chlorine gas by the admixture 
of lime. His discovery led to the abandonment of 
the old processes of boiling the cloth in weak alkali 
and of exposing it to the sun and air for several days, 
and effected great savings. In 1800, with the aid of 
four partners, he established the famous works at 
St. Rollox, Glasgow. 

Although Tennant was unsuccessful in upholding 
the validity of his patent in the courts, his services 
to industry were acknowledged by the bleachers of 
Lancashire presenting him with a service of plate. 
A history of the firm he founded was published in 
1922. 

Science in Austria 

ON October 6, 1838, the Athenmum published an 
article by its correspondent in Germany, who re
ferred to science in Austria. "It is a remarkable 
fact," he wrote, "that Vienna is the only European 
capital in which there is no academy or association 
for the cultivation of science, organised under the 
sanction and encouragement of the State." Leibnitz 
had made an attempt to found such an institution 
and a plan was brought forward under Maria Theresa 
in 1773, but "nothing further was dreamt of the 
special cultivation of science in Austria, till last 
year; when twelve men, well known for their 
learning and abilities presented, by the hands of the 
Archduke Lewis, a petition for the establishment of 
an Academy of Science at Vienna. These twelve men 
were-Jacquin, Littrow, Prulite, Baumgartner, Els
ingshausen, and Schreiber, as representatives of the 
Mathematical and Physical class; and Kopitar, 
Wolf, Buchholz, Arneth, Chonel, and Hammer
Purgstall, for the Philological and Historical class. 
No notice has, we believe, been taken of this petition ; 
and we presume that Prince Metternich does not 
deem it becoming in a fond and paternal government 
to give its subjects the pain of thinking." 
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