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beneficial earthquake, but one such was reported 
from Cannes by The Times correspondent on July 29. 
An earthquake shock near the village of Reotier in 
the Hautes Alpes has removed an obstruction to the 
water supply which experts for many years have 
been trying to locate. The village fountain, dry for 
many generations, is now gushing forth water and 
the acute water shortage is at an end. On August 
13, a small earth tremor was felt at Pwllheli in Wales, 
but no damage was done. It was probably due to 
subsidence in underground mine workings. 

Scientific Survey of the Cambridge District 
WHILE those who are visiting Cambridge for the 

first time-and indeed many who are re-visiting 
their Alma Mater-will have found the little "Concise 
Guide to the Town and University of Cambridge", 
originally written by John Willis Clark, of the 
utmost value and interest, an even wider audience 
will have welcomed the book "A Scientific Survey 
of the Cambridge District" specially prepared for the 
meeting by the local committee in Cambridge and 
edited by Dr. H. C. Darby. In fifteen chapters, the 
geology, physiography, climate, biology and history 
of Cambridge and the Fen District are summarized 
by specialists, with numerous references to the 
literature, and with appropriate maps and diagrams. 
In particular, there are, as would be expected, 
chapters on the drainage of the Fens and on the 
Breckland. The fact that this customary survey of 
the venue of the meeting is now sent out to members 
a week or so before the meeting opens gives the 
scientific worker time to learn in advance of the local 
topics and places likely to be of especial interest to 
him. The Survey is to be printed as usual in the 
Annual Report, and additional copies are also on 
sale (price 28.). 

The Darwin Library at Down House 
THERE is at present a small collection of books, 

etc., known as the Darwin Library, at Down House, 
Downe, Kent, the home of Darwin from 1842 until 
1882, which is now in the hands of the British 
Association. The major part of the existing collection 
consists of Darwin's own library, which belongs to the 
professor of botany in Cambridge for the time being, 
and was generously replaced in Down House by Sir 
Albert Seward during his tenure of that chair, an 
action confirmed by his successor, Prof. F. T. Brooks. 
For the rest, the number of Darwinian books in the 
possession of the Association is not large ; whereas 
inquiries concerning such books are not infrequently 
made by visitors and others. The Down House 
Committee of the Association is endeavouring to 
collect (a) all biographies of Darwin; (b) con
temporary works on Darwinian theories and kindred 
subjects; further (c) the collection of Darwin's own 
publications (books and papers) is not complete; 
and (d) the Committee would gladly receive and 
preserve contemporary reviews of Darwin's works. 
Those who may be in a position to offer appropriate 
books or papers are asked, in the first instance, to 
communicate particulars thereof to the Secretary, 
British Association, Down House, Downe, Kent, in 
order that duplication may be avoided. 

German Trans-Atlantic Flight 
THE four-engined German monoplane Brandenburg 

landed at the Floyd Bennett Field, New York, at 
15.54 (New York time) on August 11 after the first 
successful non-stop flight from Berlin. The time 
taken for the 3,942 miles' flight was a little more 
than twenty-five hours. The machine flew over New
foundland and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and at noon 
passed over St. John, New Brunswick. She en
countered head-winds coming down the coast from 
Canada, and was flying at a height of 2,000 ft. at 
155 miles an hour. The return flight was completed 
successfully on August 14 in just under twenty hours. 
The machine is said to have room for twenty-six 
passengers, and the flight was designed to show the 
feasibility of commercial non-stop travel between 
Germany and America. It is an all-metal monoplane 
with a wing-spread of 108 ft., it carries four 720-h.p. 
engines, and has a cruising speed of 196 m.p.h. 

International Geological Congress 
AT the seventeenth session of the International 

Geological Congress held in Moscow in 1937, the 
Geological Society of London extended an invitation, 
which was accepted, to hold the eighteenth session 
of the Congress in London in 1940. The first circular, 
which has just come to hand, contains preliminary 
details of the arrangements proposed. These include 
sessional meetings in London on July 31-August 8, 
1940, and an attractive programme of excursions
always an important and valuable feature of Congress 
activity-which will cover most of the important 
geology of Great Britain and Eire, and will afford 
the members of the Congress unrivalled opportunity 
of visiting many of the type-localities under expert 
guidance. A provisional list of fourteen subjects for 
discussion at the actual sessional meetings in London 
is given in the circular. Among these we may note 
magmatic differentiation, the geology of iron ore 
deposits, the geology of coal seams, the geology of 
petroleum, the distribution of early vertebrates, 
earth movements and evolution, the geological results 
of applied geophysics and the geology of sea and 
ocean floors. The organizing committee, mindful of 
the fact that this important Congress has not met in 
Great Britain since 1888, is anxious that the arrange
ments for the meeting in 1940 shall be as widely 
known and complete as possible. The office and head
quarters of the Congress are at the Geological Survey 
and Museum, Exhibition Road, London, S.W.7, and 
all communications should be addressed to the 
general secretaries at that address. 

Agricultural Research Scholarships and Awards 
ON the recommendation of the Agricultural 

Research Council, the following awards of agricultural 
research scholarships, studentships for research in 
animal health and veterinary scholarships have been 
made by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
and the Department of Agriculture for Scotland : 
Dr. R . E. Taylor (King's College, Newcastle-upon
Tyne) a three·year research scholarship in plant 
pathology, the first year to be spent at Cambridge; 
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