
© 1938 Nature Publishing Group

Supplement to N A T U R E of August 20, 1938 349 

profitable account. By adopting alternate hus
bandry (ley-farming) it is possible to lime land 
under the plough, which is always the correct way 
to apply lime, to maintain the fields of the farm 
in maximum fertility, and to cash the fertility by 
means that are not wasteful. 

Technical details governing the establishment 
and management of leys for different purposes are 
considered in some detail, and finally Prof. 
Stapledon considers the action that is necessary 
in order in the first place that the present condition 
of our acres may be accurately gauged, and in 
the second place, to hasten forward the ploughing 
up of land in permanent grass that is capable of 
being used to better advantage. He emphasizes 
the necessity of conducting a proper survey on a 
uniform basis on the land itself, particular atten
tion being given to the classification of the acreage 
in permanent grass and in rough grazings. 

The crucial difficulties standing in the way of 
ploughing up are lack of facilities and lack of work
ing capital. A strong case is made for the extension 
of credit facilities granted for the explicit purpose 
of ploughing up and other contingent improve
ments. It is urged, however, that credit facilities 
should only be given to carefully selected farmers, 
and then only to those who will contract to work 
to an agreed plan over a sufficiently long run of 
years. Apart from credit facilities, much might be 
achieved by a re-orientation in the financial and 
other arrangements made between landlords and 
tenants, and it is urged that ley-farming, if it 
became more general, would make it possible to 
adopt a variety of systems of share farming in 
directions not at present feasible. 

National Parks and the Preservation of 
the Flora and Fauna of Great Britain 

JN his presidential address to the Conference of 
Delegates of Corresponding Societies on the use 

of national parks in Great Britain for the preserva
tion of the fauna, Lord Onslow points out that 
the term 'national park' covers any natural 
reserve or open space to which the public have 
access regardless as to whether it is to be devoted 
to the preservation of fauna and flora or not, and 
Lord Onslow discusses methods of utilization of 
such national parks. The question of the desir
ability of re-introducing and acclimatizing animals 
now extinct in Great Britain, such as the reindeer, 
wild pig, beaver, Irish stoat and lemming, has also 
to be considered. 

Granting the desirability of creating a national 
park in Great Britain, the first consideration is 
where to put it. The west coast of Scotland seems 

to be an ideal spot for such a venture. In those 
counties there exist thousands of acres of deer 
forest land, which lends itself readily to the 
creation of a national park. Such a forest already 
contains a considerable number of the animals 
which it is sought to preserve and it may be 
hoped that others could be acclimatized there. 
Probably the most attractive animals in a park 
will be the deer. In Great Britain there are three 
species of deer-red deer, roe deer, fallow deer. 
Whether the latter is actually indigenous or was 
imported at some remote period has not been 
decided, but if they are not really wild animals, 
they exist all over the country in a feral state. 
Other beasts which might well be added to the 
stock of a national park are the so-called park 
cattle. These, as is well known, exist in a wild 
state at Lord Tankerville's estate at Chillingham. 
The Chartley and Cadzow herds strongly resemble 
the Chillingham ; a herd of these cattle allowed 
to exist in a wild state would prove a valuable 
addition to a national park. Then in Scotland 
there are a few wild goats, which might well be 
preserved in a national park. Perhaps the most 
interesting animals would be the carnivorous 
animals. Foxes, badgers, stoats and weasels are 
common enough and exist in Scotland as well as 
in England and Wales. There would be no diffi
culty about them nor would there be about otters, 
provided, of course, the park had streams, rivers 
and bums to provide fish. But there are three 
species which are becoming very scarce indeed, 
and deserve every effort being made to retain. 
These are the wild cat, the pine marten and the 
pole cat. Perhaps the most difficult beasts to 
acclimatize in Scotland would be the rarer bats, 
most of which have only been found in the south 
of England. Rodents are common enough, so 
their preservation would present no difficulties. 

Turning from mammals to the birds, one may 
say that if birds are unmolested, generally speaking 
they will be present, at least those which are 
suitable to the district. The national park should 
form a strict bird sanctuary, and if possible part 
of the park should be near the sea so that sea 
birds could be encouraged o breed there. 

As regards finance, forest country in Scotland is 
now cheaper than it used to be, and it should be 
possible to acquire the necessary land for the 
public generally, either under the Government or 
by means of public subscription. A national park 
would not be so expensive to maintain as a deer 
forest. In the first place there would be an income 
coming in, as there is in the National Kruger 
Park, which makes quite a handsome income. 
There would have to be a hotel or rest house, and 
roads and footpaths would have to be made so 
that people could get about and see the animals. 
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As regards staff in the park itself, the number 
employed would probably not be great as in 
the average deer forest. 

The method of management of a national park 
in Scotland has been ably discussed by Sir Peter 
Chalmers Mitchell. He would put the arrange
ments for its popular functions in the hands of 
delegates appointed by Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dun
dee and Aberdeen, working with delegates appointed 
by the council or councils of the county or counties 
in which the park was situated. He would add to 
the governing body of the national park a panel 
of persons selected for their special knowledge of 

wild Nature in all its aspects. At least one botanist, 
one zoologist, one geologist, and two 'field natur
alist'!', one with special knowledge of plants, the 
other an ornithologist. He thinks these might be 
selected by the principals of the four Scottish 
Universities, and the presidents of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh and of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society. Moreover, apart from the 
staff concerned with the general regulation of the 
park, there should be one warden or ranger 
selected by the naturalist panel, whose sole duty 
should be the constant study of wild life in the 
park and all its fluctuations. 
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