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British Association at Newcastle-on
Tyne in r838 

ON Saturday, August 18, 1838, a meeting of the 
General Committee of the British Association 

was held at Newcastle-upon-Tyne preliminary to the 
formal proceedings of the Association, which began 
the following Monday and lasted the whole week. 
Eighty members of the committee were present, and 
owing to the Earl of Burlington being absent on the 
Continent the chair was taken by Prof. Whewell. 
Among other matters it was recommended that 
collectors should be appointed in places where the 
meetings of the Association were in future held, and 
that they should be allowed a percentage of the 
subscriptions they received. 

The deaths of Prof. Moll, of Utrecht, and Dr. 
Bowditch, of Boston, U.S.A., were announced, and it 
was stated that the Council had elected Prof. Dumas 
and Prof. Liebig foreign members. The report touched 
on the difficulty experienced in finding a qualified 
person to report on the effects of voltaic and thermal 
electricity, the question of international copyright, 
astronomical observations at Madras, and tidal 
observations, and also the laws regulating the con
stitution of the General Committee. A discussion 
took place on the last matter, and it was proposed 
that the committee should consist of: ( 1) the officers 
of the Association past and present and authors of 
papers prepared by direction of the Association; (2) 
members who had contributed a p aper to a philo
sophical society on a subject taken into consideration 
of the Association; (3) delegates from philosophical 
societies publishing transactions; (4) delegates from 
philosophical societies in towns in which the Associa
tion met; and (5) foreign and other distinguished 
individuals whose presence might be deemed ad
visable. 

As was its usual custom, the Athenreum devoted 
much space to the doings of the Association, and in 
referring to the industrial establishments in the 
district it spoke of the collieries, ironworks, glass, 
soap, and colour manufactories, the locomotive 
works of Robert Stephenson and Co., and those of 
R. and W. Hawthorn, where members Would be able 
to see a Harrison patent locomotive with 10 ft. 
driving wheels. Special reference was made to the 
bridge or viaduct on the Shields Railway, at Ouseburn, 
which was "of immense magnitude as regards both 
length and height". At W alker were to be seen the 
alkali works of Losh, Wilson and Bell, which deserved 
the attention of the chemist not only on account of 
their completeness but also because the head of the 
firm, Mr. William Losh, was "the father of soda-making 
on the Tyne". There were 250 tons of crystallized 
soda made per week, besides 100 tons of alkali or 
soda ash. 

According to the Athenreum, the general arrange
ments for the meetings were excellent and nothing 
had been neglected to ensure a pleasant, a brilliant 
and a profitable meeting. "The commonalty, how
ever, arguing from these expensive preliminaries, 
seem to have anticipated a Congress of Princes, or 
an aggregation of millionaires, and in many instances 
to have increased the rent of their lodgings at least 
five hundred per cent." Though such attempts were 
frustrated by the local members, this recurrence 
should be guarded against in the future, "the limited 
incomes of scientific men, generally not admitting of 
these extravagances". 

Societies and Academies 
Edinburgh 

Royal Society, July 4. 

JAMES GREGORY TERCENTENARY CELEBRATION. 
Prof. H. \V. Turnbull: James Gregory, and his Unpub
lished Discoveries . Prof. F. Enriques: Piccole note 
su James Gregory e il suo soggiorno in Italia. Profs. 
M. Dehn and E. Hellinger: On James Gregory's 
"Vera Quadratura". Dr. Adolf Prag: On James 
Gregory's "Geometrire Pars Universalis". 

Ordinary Meeting on July 4. 

C. V A..."'<EY: Note sur les Crinoides de la 
Scotia. The collection is a small one, and only a 
part is here described. Species mentioned are : 
Isomet-ra vivipara Mortensen (Burwood Bank); 
Ilycrinus australis Clark (lat. 62° 10' S., 41° 20' W. 
in 1,775 fathoms); and a new species, Ptilocrinus 
brucei, described from two specimens (lat. 64° 48' S., 
44° 26' W. in 2,485 fathoms, and lat. 52° 10' S., 
41° 20' W. in 1,775 fathoms). 

H . D. SLACK: The association of non-homologous 
chromosomes in Corixidre (Hemiptera-Heteroptera). 
The examination of twenty species of aquatic bugs 
of the family Corixidre has revealed an unusual type 
of association of chromosomes during spermatogenesis 
in three species. This consists of the fusion of terminal 
or sub-terminal regions of chromosomes which are 
not homologous pairs. It is first seen at early meiotic 
prophase and lasts until repulsion forces separate 
the bivalents at diakinesis, the heterochromatic 
material uniting the chromosomes being drawn out 
into fine threads which eventually break. Owing to 
this association of non-homologous chromosomes, rela· 
tiona! coiling of homologues appears to be partially 
interrupted, but in other respects the course of 
meiosis remains unaffected. 

L. C. CoMRIE and ANN B . ADAM : The female 
reproductive system and corpora lutea of the False 
killer whale, Pseudorca crassidens Owen. From 
specimens stranded in the Tay Estuary, 1935, a 
description is given of the female reproductive 
system of footal, immature and mature animals. 
Particular reference is made to the corpora lutea, and 
from their numbers and condition it is tentatively 
suggested that the age-range of the specimens is 
2-20 years. 

N. GALPIN: Factors affecting postnatal gt•owth of 
brown Leghorn chickens. The postnatal growth of 
brown Leghorn chickens is influenced both by the 
season of the year at which the eggs are laid, and by 
the individuality of the parent birds. The seasonal 
variation shows the same trend as do those of hatch
ing weight and of maternal thyroid weight. 

J.P. CHU: Studies on plumage in the male brown 
Leghorn fowl. A detailed investigation of feathering 
order, and of changes in feather pattern and structure 
between hatching and maturity, in the m ale brown 
Leghorn fowl. Experimental data indicate that the 
changes in plumage type are largely dependent on 
variations in the level of thyroid activity. 

D. M. S. WATSON: On Rhamphodopsis, a 
Ptyctodont from the Middle Old Red Sandstone of 
Scotland : The paper gives a relatively full account 
of the structure of the whole skeleton of a small 
Ptyctodont, which shows that the group contains 
essentially normal Arthrodeiss, peculiar in the re
duction of the body armour. Two types of pelvic fin 
occur, presumably in the two sexes of a single species. 
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