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Science News a Century Ago 
The Horticultural Society 

A MEETING of the Horticultural Society was held 
on August 7, 1838, H. M. Dyer, vice-president, being 
in the chair. "The specimens," said The Times, 
"exhibited some interesting varieties. One of the 
most valuable was the vanilla plant, cultivated by 
Professor Motreu, of Liege, who gave it the same 
attention as is employed in the cultivation of melons 
and cucumbers. In the first year of its growth it 
produced 50, and in the second year upwards of 160 
fruits, and the success of its cultivation led to the 
belief that it might be introduced into Europe as an 
article of profit. From the gardens of the Society 
was a Trinidad pineapple, weighing 5 lb. 12 oz. This 
is one of those extraordinary fruits that grow on 
that island, near a pitch lake, and are there met 
with ofa weight of 28lb., which they might attain in 
this country, were the soil and cultivation properly 
known." The cultivation of the vanilla plant was 
dealt with a week or two later by Prof. Motreu in 
a paper to the British Association in Newcastle. 

The Athen<J!um and School Buildings 
IN its issue of August 11, 1838, the Athenreum 

dealt at length with a "Report of the Secretary of 
the Board of Education on the Subject of School 
Houses" published at Boston, U.S.A. Always a 
persistent advocate of national education, the 
Athenwum remarked that, "Habituated as we are 
to opposition to all national education that is 
directed to a higher object than a polemic triumph, 
we were almost startled at the plain good sense of 
the men of Boston, who have brought their time and 
attention to bear upon the philosophy of school 
accommodation". Planning, ventilation, windows, 
lighting, heating, location, desks and seats, and play
grounds were all the subject of discussion in the 
report, which said that "when it is considered that 
more than five sixths of all the children in the State 
spend a considerable portion of the most impression
able period of their lives in the school house, the 
general condition of those buildings, and their 
influence upon the young stand forth at once as 
topics of prominence and magnitude". All those 
readers who had the improvement of our domestic 
education at heart were enjoined to procure reprints 
of the report for cheap or gratuitous circulation. 

Honours to Men of Science 
UNDER the above heading, the Mechanics Magazine 

of August II, 1838, said: "Sir John Herschel is, we 
believe, the first Englishman who has ever received 
a baronetcy purely on account of his scientific 
acquirements. His father was only a Hanoverian 
knight, which was also the honour enjoyed by himself 
previous to the late coronation. Sir Edward Lytton 
Bulwer is only the second literary baronet, having 
been preceded by Sir Walter Scott. No great 
inventor has ever received a similar honour ; Sir 
Richard Arkwright was indeed knighted, but that 
was not on account of his mechanical merits, but in 
the usual routine, as the bearer of an address of 
congratulation on His Majesty's escape from the 
knife of Peg Nicholson, or some equally important 
occasion." In connexion with this, it may be re
marked that Lord Liverpool, when Prime Minister, 
offered a baronetcy to Watt, who, however, declined it. 

Societies and Academies 
Dublin 

Royal Dublin Society, June 21. 

REPORT OF THE RADIUM COMMITTEE FOR 1937. 
10,110 millicuries of radon were issued during the 

year, and reports received from hospitals and the 
larger private users record the treatment of 502 case'! 
of malignant and 97 of non-malignant diseasec;. Of all 
cases of malignant disease treated by any method in 
these institutions, more than fifty per cent received 
radium treatment. Out of a large number of malignant 
cases, of which detailed results are recorded, some 
sixty per cent were apparently cured, or at least were 
free from symptomc; at the end of a year. Records 
are also included showing the number of cases treated 
in former years which are known to be still alive. 
One large user comments on t.he imperative need 
for taking all possible steps to ensure that patients 
come forward for treatment before the disease 
has advanced so far as to render the results 
hopeless. 

W. R. G. ATKINS: A modified use of the hremocyto
meter for counting sparse fields. By suitable focusing, 
it is possible to arrange that the entire circular micro
scope field just encloses the square millimetre of the 
hremocytometer, and thus the entire field being of a 
known area can be used for counting purposes. In 
this way, a number of sample counts can be effected 
on a single slide. 

Paris 
Academy of Sciences, June 13 (O.R., 206, 1769-1839). 

LEON LECORNU : The pressures experienced by the 
envelope of an ellipsoidal balloon. 

ROBERT LESPIEAU : The synthesis of adonite. 
JEAN TILHO and CAMILLE : The dis

covery, by Stephane Desombre, of a fossil elephant 
in the centre of the Sahara. 

JEAN DELSARTE: Certain functional transforma
tions relating to linear partial differential equations 
of a second order. 

NICOLAS CIORANESCU: A generalization of the 
first formula of the mean and the polynomials of 
Tchebichef. 

KwoK PING LEE: The multiple values and the 
directions of Borel of meromorph functions. 

ALBERT PFLUGER : The variation of the argument 
and the distribution of the zeros of a certain class of 
analytical functions. 

JEAN LUNEAU: The influence of the pressure on 
the resistance to movement in air for very low values 
of the Reynolds number. 

GEORGES DEDEBANT and PHILIPPE WEHRLE : The 
equations to the probable values of a turbulent 
fluid. 

LUCIEN REINGOLD : The calculation of the tem
peratures and instantaneous maximum pressures in 
explosion motors. 

FERNAND CHARRON : The distribution of heat 
between two bodies rubbing together. 

RAYMOND JouAsT, MARCEL PICARD and RENE 
HEROU : The determination of the ratio of the inter
national ohm to the absolute ohm. The method is 
based on a standard inductance (of known geo
metrical dimensions) and the frequency of an alternating 
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