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lecturer at Imperial College. His original investiga
tions on adsorption and on emulsions and other 
colloid topics form notable contributions to our 
knowledge of physical chemistry. After a brief state
ment regarding the establishment of the Faraday 
lectureship, the president (Prof. F. C. Donnan) 
introduced Dr. Irving who then delivered 
the seventeenth Faraday Lecture entitled "Mono
layers on Solids". At the conclusion of the lecture 
he presented the Faraday Medal to Dr. 

Life-size Model of a Blue Whale 
A MODEL of a 93-ft. Blue whale has just been 

completed in the Whale Hall of the British Museum 
(Natural History). It is constructed of plaster of 
Paris and cement on a wood and wire-netting frame· 
work and weighs between six and seven tons. The 
proportions and colour are based on photographs 
and written descriptions and on very numerous 
measurements of actual specimens. Features of 
interest in the model are : the great size of the 
head, which is nearly a fifth of the total body length ; 
the eye just behind the angle of the mouth, and the 
very small ear opening a little distance behind the 
eye ; the tapering beautifully stream-lined flippers, 
and the enormous tail flukes some eighteen feet from 
tip to tip. The numerous grooves covering the throat 
and chest are a typical feature of the family Balreno
pteridre to which this species belongs. The Blue 
whale, which grows to 100 ft., is the largest of all 
living animals and, so far as is known, the largest 
that has ever existed. At birth it is more than 24 ft. 
in length, and by its third year of life when it becomes 
sexually mature it is 74-77 ft. long. Its distribution 
is world wide, but at the present time the only 
remaining important area of concentration is in the 
Antarctic. There it is being hunted by the whalers 
for the oil obtained from blubber and flesh. During 
the 1936-37 antarctic whaling season, out of a total 
of 32,821 whaleE< slaughtered, 14,183 were Blue whales. 

A Kentish Iron Age Hill-Fort 
THE hill-fort at Oldbury, near Ightham, Kent, the 

excavation of which was described by Mr. J. B. Ward 
before the Society of Antiquaries of London on 
December 15, is the largest hill-fort of iron age date 
in Britain. Its ramparts are some two miles in cir
cumference and enclose a space of 120 acres. Origin
ally, it would appear from the evidence of sections 
cut in the ramparts, the erection was a place of 
refuge rather than a permanent settlement. This 
was at the very beginning of the first century A.D.; 
but later the gate facing the North Downs was 
elaborately refortified with stone-revetted fighting 
platform and outworks. The associated pottery shows 
that this refortification was carried out in A.D. 43 
at the time of the Claudian invasion. Although 
Oldbury lay off the line of march of the Claudian 
armies proceeding from East Kent, where they 
landed, to Colchester, the evidence of the burning of 
the gates and quantities of sling stones suggest that 
it was sacked then or soon after. The camp was not 
again occupied. No Belgic pottery was found in the 
original fortification, but only in the later works. 

From this Mr. Ward infers that the original fortifica
tions were erected by another people who had 
established themselves in the Wealden areas of Kent, 
Surrey and Sussex, working the local supplies of 
iron, and that its original purpose must have been 
to serve as a protection against the inroads of the 
Belgic tribes, whose headquarters lay north of the 
Thames. The occurrence of Belgic pottery in the 
later fortifications suggests that by that time the 
Belgic people had taken possession of the fort. 

Mesolithic Dwellings at Farnham, Surrey 
EXHIBITS illustrating the culture of the inhabitants 

of mesolithic pit-dwellings at Farnham, Surrey, are 
now on view in the Prehistoric Galleries of the 
British Museum (Bloomsbury). These dwellings, on 
a site which is the only one of its kind as yet found 
in Britain, have been excavated by Dr. and Mrs. 
Grahame Clark. The results of the excavation, which 
has occupied two seasons, were described by Dr. 
Clark at a recent meeting of the Prehistoric Society. 
The site of the settlement, which is the property of 
the Farnham Urban District Council, consists of a 
number of irregularly shaped pits, three feet deep in 
places, which have been scraped out of the gravel of 
the old Blackwater River. These pits represent the 
chief habitations of a mesolithic people, who prob
ably spent their summers hunting on the Lower 
Greensand, when they lived in temporary shelters. 
Four huts have been excavated. In one pit there 
was a hearth and near another there were signs of a 
post, which probably had supported some light 
framework arranged tent-wise. Generally, however, 
the roofing seems to have been of the nature of a 
lean-to. Large numbers of microlithic implements 
were discovered, with flint axes, scrapers and waste 
flint cores and flakes. Altogether, between forty and 
fifty thousand worked flints have been discovered, 
and fifteen thousand flints cracked by fire have been 
found. These houses are, as stated, the first of their 
kind to be found in Britain ; and they probably 
represent the first type of habitation in use in Britain 
other than the cave. They are considered to date 
from about 3000 B.c., and support the contention 
that artificially constructed dwellings are more 
ancient than has been thought. On the Continent, 
evidence is accumulating that mesolithic man was 
nomadic, inhabiting light shelters in the summer, and 
more or less permanent dwellings, usually of the pit
dwelling type, in the winter. The exhibits now 
shown in the British Museum are drawn from two 
of the dwellings excavated, and include a large and 
representative selection of the implements found. 

Accessions to the British Museum (Bloomsbury) 
INTERESTING additions to the collections of British 

antiquities of the British Museum (Bloomsbury) were 
announced at the December meeting of the Trustees. 
Among these the most important is an iron sword of 
the second century B.c., with its bronze scabbard 
mount, which has been lent for temporary exhibition 
by the Duke of Northumberland. It was found in 
the River Witham below Lincoln in 1826, probably 
at the same time as the famous bronze shield of the 
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