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The Philosophical Society series is somewhat high. While the method of alpha
betization adopted is strictly correct, it may prove 
in practice to be less convenient than the 'catchword' 
method used in the "World List", as a research 
worker frequently depends upon short abbreviations, 
and is unacquainted with unimportant particles on 
which the alphabetical order depends. In addition, 
the adoption of a strict alphabetical sequence tends 
to separate periodicals dealing with the same subject, 
which a 'catchword' method tends to bring together. 
The volume is well printed in a clear type, and although 
the titles of the periodicals are all in languages 
foreign to the place of publication, the work is 
remarkably free from printer's errors. This catalogue 
affords evidence of Japanese enterprise in the field 
of bibliography, and it is obvious that very consider
able care has been taken in its compilation. It should 
be of much value to scientific workers resident in 
Japan. 

The Industrial Health Research Board 
THE eighteenth annual report of the Industrial 

Health Research Board up to June 1938 (H.M. 
Stationery Office. 1s. net) contains a summary of the 
results of twenty years work, and describes the work of 
the current year. During its twenty years of activity, 
an attempt has been made to discover new ways and 
means of improving working conditions in factories 
and workshops, and the results of shortening the 
hours of labour, of splitting up shifts and of intro
ducing rest pauses have been studied, and the in
fluence of environmental conditions and methods of 
work upon the output and the health of the workers 
has been investigated. During the present year, 
the Board has investigated the relation between 
illumination and industrial efficiency, problems of 
noise and deafness, dust and ill-health, toxic sol
vents, work at high temperatures and ventilation. 
Vocational psychology applied to vocational selection 
and guidance in industry, vocational tests for skilled 
and unskilled occupations and tests of accident prone
ness are other subjects to which considerable atten
tion is now being directed. 

Principal Earthquakes during 1937 
IN 1937 there were no really great earthquakes, 

but damage was done by eight shocks, and several 
others were felt by human beings in various parts 
of the world. The eight which did damage were 
Guelma (Algeria), February 10; Rabaul, 4° 10' S., 
152° 10' E. (New Britain), May 28; Maltrata 
(Mexico), July 26; Tsao-TcMou (China), August 1; 
Manila (Philippines), August 20; Samarang (Java), 
September 27; Mexico City, December 23; and 
Oxapampa (Peru), December 29. These and others 
are discussed by Prof. J. P. Rothe, of Strasbourg, 
in Remw pour Z'Etude des Calamites, 1, No. 2, 1938, 
under six regional headings : continent of Europe, 
Mediterranean region, continent of Asia, Asiatic 
islands and circum-Pacific coastlines, the American 
continent and the Mrican continent with Madagascar. 
It is noteworthy that no disastrous earthquake was 
felt in Europe, and the only one reported from 
Britain was near Birmingham. 

THE Philosophical Society of England celebrated 
its silver jubilee on December 7 with a luncheon at 
St. Ermin's Restaurant, London, and a lecture by 
the Rev. I. Hartill, a vice-president of the Society, 
on "John Milton". Various speakers emphasized the 
useful purpose of the Society, its steady development 
and its practical achievements. Messages were sent 
by the American Ambassador, Lord Gorell and Prof. 
A. E. Heath, who were unable to attend. This 
Society was founded in 1913 by a group of persons 
interested in the moral sciences, with the view of 
promoting the study of philosophy among the general 
public. The Society publishes the Philosopher, holds 
meetings and organizes lectures from time to time. 
Also it encourages the formation of local centres and 
study circles, and the introduction of matters of 
philosophical interest in schools and other educational 
institutions. Its vice-presidents include many 
distinguished philosophers, and a number of eminent 
scholars from abroad are among its honorary fellows. 

Sir George Beilby Memorial Awards 
THE administrators of the Beilby Memorial Fund 

-the presidents, treasurers and secretaries of the 
Institute of Chemistry, the Society of Chemical 
Industry and the Institute of Metals respectively
have awarded one hundred guineas each to Dr. F. P. 
Bowden and Dr. Brynmor Jones. Dr. Bowden was 
educated at the Hutchins School, Hobart, and at the 
University of Tasmania. He went to Cambridge in 
1927, entered Gonville and Caius College and con
tinued electrochemical work in the laboratory of 
physical chemistry with Prof. E. K. Rideal and 
Prof. T. M. Lowry. In 1931 he was elected to a 
research fellowship at Caius College and was ap
pointed University demonstrator in chemistry. In 
1937 he was appointed to the Humphrey Owen 
Jones lectureship in physical chemistry. His electro
chemical work has been mainly on over-potential and 
the mechanism of electro-deposition. His other work 
on the physical properties of surfaces has an im
portant bearing on the problems of friction, lubrica
tion and wear. Dr. B. Jones studied metallurgy 
during 1919-22 at University College, Cardiff, under 
Prof. A. E. Read. From 1927 until 1929 he was 
attached to the Metallurgical Branch of the Research 
Department of Woolwich Arsenal, and afterwards 
was appointed lecturer in metallurgy at University 
College, Cardiff. Dr. Jones has devised many methods 
in metallurgical analyses. His outstanding published 
work has been on the subject of the nitrogen-harden
ing and on the heat-treatment of steels, which has 
been appearing in the Transactions of the Iron and 
Steel Institute. 

Physical Society's Annual Meeting 
THE twenty-ninth annual exhibition of scientific 

instruments and apparatus, arranged by the Physical 
Society, will be held at the Imperial College of Science 
and Technology, Imperial Institute Road, South 
Kensington, S.W.7, on January 3-5. The leading 
manufacturers of scientific instruments will be exhibit-
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