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Science News a Century Ago 
Beginnings of the Gas Industry 

ON June 28, 1838, the chemist Friedrich Christian 
Accum died in Berlin at the age of sixty-nine years. 
He was born on March 29, 1769, at Buckeburg, West
phalia. At twenty-four years of age, he came to 
England and for nearly thirty years made his home 
at 11 Compton Street, Soho, London. He was well
known as a lecturer, and is remembered to-day for 
his share in the founding of the gas industry and his 
books on practical chemistry. He first made a mark 
with his book on "Theoretical and Practical Chem
istry" published in 1803. This was followed by a 
"Treatise" and a "Manual" on the analysis of 
minerals, and his book on "Crystallography", of 
1823, the first in English based on Haiiy's epoch
making work. By this time he had become interested 
in coal-gas lighting. He carried out some of the 
earliest experiments for the Gas Light and Coke 
Company, gave evidence on its behalf before a com
mittee of the House of Commons and in 1812, when 
the Company was granted its charter, he became one 
of the directors. He undertook to supply plans and 
estimates for gasworks, and installed gas-lighting for 
the Government at the Royal Mint. These occupa
tions led him to write his two books, a "Practical 
Treatise on Gas-Light" (1815) and a "Description 
of the Process of Manufacturing Coal-Gas" (1819), 
both of which were widely read in Great Britain and 
abroad, contributing much to a general knowledge 
of the new method of illumination. 

Chemistry of Foods 
AccuM was also known for his books on the 

chemistry of foods published in 182Q-21. The first 
of these was his "Treatise on the Adulterations of 
Food, and Culinary Poisons", of which 4,000 copies 
were sold in a year. On the cover was a representation 
of a skull and cross bones and the legend, "There is 
death in the pot. II Kings, c. 4 v. 40", leading to 
the book being popularly called "Death in the Pot". 
This was followed in 1821 by a "Treatise on the Art 
of making good wholesome Bread, etc.", a "Treatise 
on the Art of Brewing" and "Culinary Chemistry, 
exhibiting the Scientific Principles of Cookery" , 
probably the first English book of its kind. For 
some time, Accum was a member of the Royal 
Institution, the Linnean Society and the Royal Irish 
Academy, and was well known for his lectures at 
the Surrey Institution, which had been founded in 
imitation of the Royal Institution, for the south of 
London. The Institution occupied the buildings 
close to the Thames near old Blackfriars Bridge, 
which once housed the Leverian Museum. The 
Institution was in existence from about 1806 until1823, 
but before it had closed its doors Accum had returned 
to Germany. In 1820 he was suspected of removing 
pages from scientific works at the Royal Institution 
and a search warrant having been obtained he was 
charged at Bow Street. The magistrate, however, 
discharged him. The managers of the Royal Institu
tion then indicted him before the Westminster 
Assizes. Pleading not guilty, his case was allowed 
to stand over until the next sitting of the court, but 
Accum failed to appear. He had returned to Berlin, 
where in 1822 he was given a post at the Technical 
Institute. At Berlin too he published a work in two 
volumes on the "Properties of Building Materials". 
Several of his books were published in London by 

his fellow-countryman, Rudolph Ackerm11.nn (1764-
1834), whose premises in the Strand, London, were 
among the first to be lighted throughout by gas. 

The Salamander 
IN its issue of June 30, 1838, the Athenreum had 

the following note : "M. Paravez has written to the 
French Academy of Sciences that a fossil Salamander 
in the collection of Prof. Van Breda, at Leyden, 
about three feet long, contains in the part corre
sponding with the abdomen, the fragments of frogs, 
eels, etc., thereby affording a proof that antediluvean 
species fed upon the same substances as the Sala
manders of our own time. A large Salamander 
brought by M. Siebold from Japan, still lives in the 
museum at Leyden, which is principally fed upon 
frogs. This Salamander is described in a Japanese 
Encyclopredia, and M. Paravez finds in this work the 
same fables which exist in Europe concerning the 
animal, namely, its insensibility to fire. The same 
stories concerning the chamelion are also found in 
the Encyclopredia, and bring further conviction to 
M. Paravez, that a very ancient centre of civilization 
has existed, whence come the ideas concerning art 
and science, which have been transmitted to us by 
the Greeks and Romans, and which are also to be 
found in Chinese books." 

University Events 
EDINBURGH.-Prof. J. Bertram Collip, of the 

Department of Biochemistry in McGill University, 
Montreal, who was awarded the Cameron Prize for 
1937, delivered the prize address on "Results of 
Recent Studies on Anterior Pituitary Hormones" on 
June 16. 

LEEDS.-At a Congregation to be held on July 4, 
the following honorary degrees will be conferred, 
among others : D.Sc. on Prof. Alfred Fowler, 
emeritus professor of astrophysics in the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, and Mr. C. J. T. 
Cronshaw, managing director, Imperial Chemical 
Industries (Dyestuffs Group). 

MANCHESTER.-Dr. A. R. Todd, of the Lister 
Institute, and reader in biochemistry in the Univer
sity of London, has been appointed Sir Samuel Hall 
professor of chemistry and director of the Chemical 
Laboratories in succession to Prof. I . M. Heilbron, 
who is taking up the chair of organic chemistry at the 
Imperial College of Science 11.nd Technology, London. 

OxFORD.-In Convocation on June 22, honorary 
degrees were conferred on the following, among 
others: D.C.L ., Sir James Irvine, vice-chancellor 
and principal of the University of St. Andrews, Lord 
Des borough, and Miss Eleanor Rathbone, M.P. ; 
D.Sc., Prof. G. I. Taylor, Yarrow research professor 
of the Royal Society; D.Litt., Prof. S. A. Cook, 
reguis professor of Hebrew in the University of 
Cambridge. 

Dr. M. Cattle has been appointed tutor in natural 
sciences at St. Hilda's College. 

S. Wylie, New College, research scholar in mathe
matics in the University of Aberdeen, has been 
elected to a lectureship (the equivalent of a research 
fellowship) at Christ Church. 

Prof. J. B. S. Haldane has been awarded the 
Weldon Memorial Prize for 1938. 
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