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News and Views 

Prof. Georges Urbain 
ON June 10, a meeting was held in Paris to mark 

the fortieth anniversary of the first scientific publica
tion of Prof. Georges Urbain, the distingui8hed 
French chemist, member of the Institut de France 
and director of the Institute of Chemistry in Paris. 
A committee under the chairmanship of Prof. Jean 
Perrin organized a meeting at the Maison de la Chimie, 
where Prof. Urbain was heartily greeted by his 
colleagues, pupils and friends. Prof. Urbain's name 
is best known in connexion with his work on the rare 
earths and with the elements lutecium and celtium 
or hafnium ; but the wide field of his other achieve
ments in the fields of phosphorescence, spectro
chemistry and theory of valency, was indicated in a 
most interesting address by Prof. Lebeau, an old 
school-friend of Prof. Urbain. Prof. J. Perrin and 
Prof. P. Langevin in their speeches pointed out that 
Prof. Urbain was first initiated into chemistry by 
his father, a teacher in chemistry, and that he con
tinued his studies at the Ecole de Physique et Chemie, 
where Pierre Curie was a laboratory assistant, 
acarcely much older than the young and talented 
student. Hard work in pure science did not prevent 
Prof. Urbain from developing his gifts in art, for he 
is a composer of music and excels in sculpture. 
Several of his musical compositions for piano and 
organ, as well as for piano and a quartet of string 
instruments, were produced before the audience. A 
portrait of Prof. Urbain was made for the occasion 
by the sculptor Aronson, but several of Prof. Urbain's 
colleagues have had the pleasure of having their 
effigies made by the great man of science him
self. 

Dr. A. R. Todd 
DR. A. R. ToDD, who has been appointed Sir 

Samuel Hall professor of chemistry and director of 
the Chemical Laboratories in the University of 
Manchester (seep. 1153), graduated in 1928 with first
class honours in chemistry in the University of 
Glasgow, where he won the Black Medal, the Roger 
Muirhead Prize and the Alexander Donaldson 
Scholarship. From 1928 until1931 he was a Carnegie 
Research Scholar, working first at Glasgow under 
Prof. T. S. Patterson and later in Frankfort-on-Main 
under Prof. Borsche. Afterwards, as 1851 Exhibition 
Student, he worked for three years under Prof. R. 
Robinson at Oxford. In 1934 he became assistant to 
Prof. G. Barger in Edinburgh, where he held a Beit 
Memorial Medical Research Fellowship. In 1936 he 
was awarded the Meldola Medal, and in the same 
year he joined the Lister Institute as assistant in the 
biochemical department. Dr. Todd has published 
some thirty papers in chemical journals dealing with 
work on rotatory dispersion and the Walden inver
sion, the structure of bile acids, anthocyanin pigments, 

the chemistry of vitamins B 1 and E and other 
biochemical subjects. He enters on his new appoint
ment at the end of September of this year. 

Tercentenary of the Birth of Prof. James Gregory 
THE University of St. Andrews will commemorate 

on July 5 the three hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of James Gregory, professor of mathematics in 
the University from 1668 until 1674. The actual 
date of his birth at Drumoak, twelve miles from 
Aberdeen, appears to have been November 6, 1638, 
but the mathematical colloquium to be held in St. 
Andrews in July affords a suitable opportunity for 
this celebration. An address on Gregory and his 
work will be delivered in the Upper Library Hall, 
where his meridian line was traced on the floor, 
followed by a graduation ceremonial at which 
honorary degrees will be conferred on distinguished 
representatives. On the previous day, the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh is holding a meeting at which 
papers will be read on the mathematical and astro
nomical work of the inventor of the Gregorian 
telescope, who died in that city in October 1675 
shortly after his transference to the chair of mathe
matics in the University of Edinburgh. 

Charles Hilton Fagge (1838-x883) 
Tms distinguished London physician was born on 

June 30, 1838, at Hythe in Kent, where his family 
had been in practice for two generations, and was 
the eldest of three brothers who joined the medical 
profession. He was educated at Guy's Hospital, to 
which he was appointed assistant physician with 
charge of the skin department in 1867, six years 
after qualification, and full physician in 1880 in 
succession to Dr. Habershon. He was also for many 
years curator of the museum, for which he compiled 
a catalogue of the models of the diseases of the skin 
in 1876. His literary output was considerable. His 
most notable papers were the articles on "Diseases 
of the Valves of the Heart" contributed to Russell 
Reynold's "System of Medicine" and those on 
"Sporadic Cretinism", "A Line on the Gums Char
acteristic of Lead Poisoning", and the "Probable 
Cause of Lead Colic" in the Medico-Ohirurgical 
Transactions. To Guy's Hospital Reports, of which 
he was editor for some five years, he contributed 
a classical paper on "Acute Dilatation of the 
Stomach" in 1873, in addition to other articles. In 
1866-68, in collaboration with J. H. Pye-Smith, he 
translated and edited for the New Sydenham Society 
two volumes of He bra's "Diseases of the Skin", the 
translation of the remaining five being the work of 
Mr. Waren Tay. His work on the "Principles and 
Practice of Medicine", on which he had been engaged 
for ten years at the time of his death, was completed 
and edited by Pye-Smith. The cause of his death 
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on November 19, 1883, at the early age of forty-five 
years was aneurysm of the aorta, the existence of 
which in his own person he had discovered about 
eighteen months previously while demonstrating the 
use of the binaural stethoscope. He nevertheless 
preferred to die in harness, a decision which met with 
the approval of Osler, among others. 

A New Treatment of Pneumonia 
SYNTHETIC compounds possessing specific curative 

effects in various infections -'chemotherapeutic 
agents' as they are termed-have long been sought 
for, though without much success, at least in bacterial 
infections. Three years ago, 'Prontosil', a sulphon
amide compound, proved valuable in the treatment 
of streptococcal infections, such as puerperal fever. 
Quite recently, L. E. H. Whitby, investigating 
experimentally a number of synthetic compounds, 
found that one of them, 'M. & B. 693', had a marked 
specific effect upon the pneumococcus, the microbe 
of human pneumonia, almost complete protection 
being afforded against Types i, vii and viii pneumo
coccus infections, and a high degree of protection 
against Types ii, iii and v (Lancet, 1, No. 22, 
1210; May 28, · 1938). Encouraging clinical results 
in cases of pneumonia in man were reported 
by Evans and Gaisford (Lancet, 1, No. 23, 1305; 
June 4, 1938), and Telling and Oliver now give 
details of another case treated with this agent 
(Lancet, 1, No. 25, 1391 ; June 18, 1938). The patient, 
an old lady, was critically ill with pneumonia, 
pneumococcus Type iii being recovered from the 
sput).IID. Mter four days' treatment with the drug, 
recovery commenced and was finally complete. The 
observation was made that, in the course of treatment, 
the capsule which surrounds the pneumococcus 
became lost, and other changes in the organism were 
apparent. 'M. & B. 693', chemically, is 2-(p-amino
benzenesulphonamido) pyridine. 

Organization of Archreological Research in India 
As was pointed out recently in these columns (see 

NATURE, May 28, p. 965) little advantage has been 
taken of the facilities for archooological exploration 
offered some years ago by the Government of India 
to bodies from outside the country, nor, if Dr. E. 
Mackay's excavations be excepted, has a serious and 
systematic attempt been made on any adequate 
scale to follow up the discovery of the now famous 
early civilization of the Indus Valley. An indication 
that a forward policy is now contemplated is afforded 
by an announcement of the India Office that Sir 
Leonard Woolley has accepted the invitation of the 
Government of India to visit the country next winter 
before proceeding to Syria to resume his excavations 
in the spring of 1939. The object of the invitation is 
to secure his advice in regard to a programme of 
archteological work. Among the matters upon which 
it is understood that Sir Leonard will be consulted 
are, first, the areas which are to be regarded as most 
promising for future excavation ; secondly, the best 
methods and agencies to achieve the speedy and 
fruitful development of exploration activities, not 
only under Government auspices but also by non-

official bodies, such as universities and learned 
societies ; and last, the best method of training, or 
selecting, officers for exploration work, including 
such points as the most suitable age for recruitment. 
Since the control of the Archreological Survey has 
passed into Indian hands, much excellent work has. 
been done, more especially in those departments 
dealing with the growth of Indian civilization at. 
periods with which her countrymen perhaps are, 
more familiar and more competent to speak than 
'foreigners'. The archreology of India is a subject 
for which her native students have shown both 
enthusiasm and aptitude ; but they have had little 
opportunity to acquire the breadth of outlook which 
the study of the pre- and protohistory of their own 
country demands. The determination to seek out
side advice and the choice of an adviser are wise 
steps, from which archooological studies throughout 
the world may expect to reap considerable benefit. 

Peoples of Ancient Syria 
EVER since the recognition of Sumerian influence 

in the Indus valley through discoveries in the 
excavation of Mohenjodaro and Harappa, archreo
logical investigation has added continuously to the 
evidence of the remarkable, and it may be said, 
unexpected degree and geographical extent of the 
contacts and movements of cultures and peoples 
even in the early stages of the development of 
civilized society. Now Mr. Sidney Smith, in a com
munication to The Times of June 16, indicates how 
a preliminary examination of the tablets from the 
Palace excavated by Sir Leonard Woolley at Atchana 
affords evidence of the extremely mixed character of 
the population of Syria in the fifteenth century B.c. 
In ancient times, it would appear, the site of Atchana 
was known as Alalakh. It was the capital of the 
country, Mukish-khe, mentioned in Hittite and 
Egyptian records. It was a vassal State of the 
kingdom of Mitanni, as appears from a tablet record
ing an attempt to establish citizenship of a Mitannian 
province, brought before the king of that people 
about 1450 B.c. by a subject of Niqmepa, ruler of 
Mukish-khe. The documents which have been found 
at Atchana, Mr. Smith states, concern the status of 
certain citizens, and are in the Akkadian language. 
From the names recorded it is possible to deduce 
that the population contained a considerable pro
portion of Babylonians and of Khurrians, an indi
genous people in Mitanni, but spread over a con
siderable area extending from Kirkuk, east of the 
Tigris, to northern Palestine, and of whose existence 
no knowledge survived prior to modern excavation. 
Niqmepa may be a Khurrian name, but his son's 
name is Babylonian. This, Mr. Smith points out, is 
merely another phenomenon of a mixed civilization, 
in which the predominant elements were Babylonian, 
apart from local law and administration. He goes 
on to s.ay that the inscribed seal, to which Sir Leonard 
Woolley referred in his report, is no proof of Hittite 
conquest. The language of the Hittite hieroglyphs 
is not Hittite, though it may be Indo-European. 
The seal is, therefore, merely further proof of the 
mixed character of the population. 
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