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Fisheries as assistant secretary, and in 1917-19 was 
deputy director-general of the Food Production 
Department. He was a member of the Royal Com
mission on Agriculture in India, which sat in 1926-28. 
He was the first recipient of the Gold Medal of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of England, awarded for 
services to agriculture. 

A Tribute to Sir John McFadyean 
IT was a happy thought that prompted some of 

his colleagues to obtain Sir John McFadyean's consent 
to allow them to design and edit the December (1937) 
number of the Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
TherapeutiC8 as a jubilee number and Festschrift. 
This number forms the conclusion of the fiftieth 
volume of the journal, which was founded by Sir 
John McFadyean in 1888, and has since been edited 
by him almost entirely single-handed, and this unique 
occasion has been utilized to issue this number as a 
Festschrift in honour of Sir John's outstanding con
tributions to veterinary science during his long career. 
These have been mainly confined to problems con
cerning the control of tuberculosis, contagious abor
tion and glanders among farm animals, the etiology 
and occurrence of Johne's disease in Great Britain, 
and the discovery that the virus of horse sickness is 
a filterable one. The esteem in which Sir John is 
held is manifest from the contributions contained in 
this number, which come from all parts of the world. 
Appreciations of the man and his work are contributed 
by many, including Sir John Kelland of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries ; Sir Robert Muir ; Sir 
John Ledingham; Prof. von Ostertag, Tiibingen-; 
Dr. Schmaltz, Berlin; Prof. Leclainche, Paris; Dr. 
Mohler, United States; and Dr. Hilton, Canada. 
Several excellent portraits of Sir John are reproduced. 

Dr. H. J. Gough, M.B.E., F.R.S. 
DR. H. J. GoUGH, superintendent of the Engineering 

Department of the National Physical Laboratory, has 
been appointed to the new post of director of scientific 
research at the War Office. Dr. Gough will be directly 
responsible to the director-general of munitions 
production for the general direction and organization 
of research work for War Office purposes; for ad
vising as to the programme of research work to be 
undertaken and as to proposals for specific investiga
tions ; and for the efficiency of the organization for 
research and experimental purposes of the various 
research organizations under the War Office. He 
will represent that Department on the various inter
departmental research organizations. 

Tercentenary of Two French Botanists 
THE year 1638 saw the birth of two notable French 

botanists, Guy-Crescent Fagon, who was born in 
Paris on May 11, 1638, and Pierre Magnol, who was 
born at Montpellier on June 8, 1638. Both were 
physicians, both were connected with botanical 
gardens and both were members of the Paris Academy 
of Sciences. Fagon was a nephew of Guy de la 
Brosse (died 1641) who first suggested and even
tually, in 1626, laid out the "Jardin Royal de herbes 
medicinales" in Paris, the site of which was a piece of 

waste ground where the refuse of centuries had 
collected. It is now the Jardin des Plantes. After 
taking his degree in medicine in 1664, Fagon offered 
to procure plants for the garden, and through Antoine 
Vallot (1594-1671) the superintendent, who was also 
physician to the King, was appointed to travel in 
the Alps, Pyrenees, Auvergne and other parts. He 
afterwards became professor of botany and chemistry 
in the garden and in 1698 was made director. It was 
through him that two famous botanists, Joseph 
Tournefort (1661-1708) and Charles Plumier (164ti-
1704) were sent on collecting expeditions, one to the 
Levant and the other to America. He wrote on 
tobacco, cinchona and other matters, and held high 
office as a doctor. He died in Paris on March 11, 
1718. Magnol was associated with Montpellier all 
his life. He took his degree there, assisted the pro
fessor of botany, in 1694 was given the chair of 
medicine and three years later was made director of 
the botanic garden, which had been founded about 
1558. His writings referred mainly to the plants 
which grew in the neighbourhood of his native city. 
He died on May 21, 1715, leaving a son, Antoine, 
who followed in his footsteps. The genus Magnolia 
was named after him, by his countryman Plumier. 

International Ornithological Congress 
THE ninth International Ornithological Congress 

was held in Rouen during the second week in May 
under the presidency of Prof. A. Ghigi, rector of 
the University of Bologna, with M. Jean Delacour 
as secretary. Among the papers contributed which 
attracted most interest was that on his recent dis
covery of the Congo peacock (Afropavo) by Dr. J. 
Chapin, followed by a report on the anatomy of the 
bird by Mr. Percy R. Lowe. A large number of films 
of high merit were displayed by ornithologists of 
various nationalities, which showed how greatly 
Nature photography has advanced during recent 
years. Particular mention must be made of Prof. 
A. Allen's sound film, partly in colour, of rare and 
disappearing American birds and of Captain C. W. R. 
Knight's excerpts of the film he made when leading 
the National Geographic Society's 1937-38 expedition 
to South Africa, in which he showed three birds never 
filmed before-the hammerhead stork, crowned hawk 
eagle and secretary bird. It was agreed that the 
tenth International Congress should be held in 
America in 1942, and Dr. A. Wetmore of Washington 
was elected president. 

International Committee for Bird Preservation 
THE meetings of the International Committee for 

Bird Preservation, which were held in Rouen imme
diately preceding the Ornithological Congress, were 
attended by the official delegates of the national 
sections of fourteen different countries. The main 
subjects of discussion were the status of the Anatidre 
throughout the world and the protection of the quail ; 
a number of reports on progress in bird preservation 
in various countries were contributed. The destn::c
tion of sea-birds by waste oil was also discussed and, 
on the proposal of Prof. Einar LOnnberg of Sweden, 
a sub-committee was appointed to expedite means 
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of diminishing this serious evil. A further sub
committee was appointed to collate information with 
regard to Nature reserves throughout Europe with 
the view of promoting the establishment of further 
areas for this purpose. M. Jean Delacour (France) 
was elected president of the International Committee, 
Mr. Hoyes Lloyd (Canada) and Dr. P. G. van Tien
hoven (Holland) vice-presidents, Mr. Percy R. Lowe 
(Great Britain) Chairman of the national sectionCJ of 
Europe, and M. Leon Lippens (Belgium) and Miss 
Phyllis Barclay-Smith (Great Britain) were re
appointed secretaries. A message expressing his 
interest and wishing success to the meeting 
was received from the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain. 

Pre-Folsom Man in America 
SHOULD preliminary accounts of the discovery of 

stone implements in Lake County, California, be 
confirmed in detail, it may be regarded as established 
that man existed in America in a period prior to that 
of the Folsom implements of the south-western 
United States, hitherto generally accepted as the 
earliest handiwork of man yet found on the American 
continent. According to a statement circulated by 
Science Service, of Washington, D.C., a joint expedi
tion of the Carnegie Institution of Washington and 
the South-West Museum, Los Angeles, under the 
direction of Mr. M. R. Harrington, has found in 
ground disturbed by the plough on the shore of a 
brackish pond, Folsom implements in association with 
others of the Mohave type--a type recently found at 
Lake Mohave and another site, but of which the 
relation to the Folsom industry was in doubt. 
Further excavation on the Lake County site revealed 
the existence of a camp deposit, in which the Mohave 
type of implement occurred definitely below and 
antedating the Folsom implements. At about the 
same level was a new type of spear-head, to which 
the name of Borax Lake type has been given. Even 
more remarkable, however, was the discovery at a 
still lower level of older and cruder implements, 
mainly large scrapers and hand axes, belonging to 
a people "as yet an entirely unknown quantity in 
American archreology". It is calculated that on a 
conservative estimate this discovery would allow 
man on the American continent an antiquity of at 
lea.Et fifteen thousand years, as against the seven to 
twelve thousand years variously accepted for Folsom 
man. 

Early Hebrew Script at Lachish 
ON the return to England of the members of the 

Marston-Wellcome Archreological Expedition to 
Lachish at the close of excavations for the season 
1937-38, further discoveries of examples of early 
Hebrew script on this site are reported (The Times, 
May 26). Three fragments of pottery have been 
found, which are inscribed in the Phenician-Hebrew 
script used in the famous Lachish letters, as well as 
scribings on the steps of the Lachish palace. The 
first of the three sherds shows five names of persons, 
followed by numerals, which probably represent 
quantities of wheat, oil or other commodity. The 

second sherd was found in a room with the remains 
of the pot from which it was broken, and is thought 
to be a receipt. The inscription begins with the 
phrase "In the ninth year", serving to recall the fact 
that it was in the ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah 
that Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem and besieged 
it. As the house in which this sherd was found shows 
signs of having been burnt, it is thought possible 
that the receipt may have been written immediately 
before Nebuchadnezzar's second attack on Lachish 
in 588 B.C. The third inscription presents a certain 
similarity to the Lachish letters. It is very small, 
but there is writing on both sides, and it is evidently 
a letter, beginning "To my Lord". These inscriptions 
have been submitted to Prof. H. Torczyner, who was 
responsible for the decipherment of the series of 
eighteen letters discovered in 1935. The scribings on 
the face of one of the steps of the Palace, which the 
expedition is now beginning to excavate, are thought 
to have been the work of a schoolboy. With a 
rectangular drawing with lines across, and the picture 
of a lion, are the first five letters of the Phenician
Hebrew alphabet. These, reading from left to right, 
are in the same order as our alphabet, and are the 
earliest evidence for that order. They date from 
before Nebuchadnezzar's earlier destruction of Lachish 
in 597 B.c. From these discoveries the inference is 
drawn that the Phenician-Hebrew script was in 
general use in the kingdom of Judah and was being 
taught in the schools before the Captivity. Mter 
the Captivity the Assyrian-Hebrew script was 
employed. 

Infestation of Grain by Insects 
DESTRUCTION of stored grain and grain products 

by insects causes great loss to many sections of 
industry, probably amounting annually to not less 
than £500,000. More information is required before 
the problem can be completely tackled. The first 
step is a scientific survey which is to be made at 
once, during the period of seasonal activity of the 
insects. This survey has been organized on the 
initiative of the various sections of industry con
cerned, and the major part of its cost will be met 
by their contributions. It is to be carried out, under 
the auspices of the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, by the Stored Products Labora
tory of the Imperial College of Science and Techno
logy. A conference has been formed of the repre
sentatives of interested bodies which have already 
agreed to co-operate in this work and its first meeting 
was held on May 26 in the offices of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research. The co
operation of all sections of industry affected is 
essential to the success of any organized attack on 
these insect pests. The neglect of one section to 
play its part will jeopardize the success of the efforts 
of all the rest. The Conference, therefore, viewed 
with satisfaction the extent of the support so far 
accorded. Any organization or undertaking wishing 
to co-operate in this work should communicate with 
the Secretary of the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, 16 Old Queen Street, West
minster, London, S.W.l. 
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