
© 1937 Nature Publishing Group

904 NATURE NovEMBER 20, 1937 

Science News a Century Ago 

Civil Engineering at the University of Durham 
IN the Civil Engineer and Architect's Journal for 

January 1838 is an article entitled "Regulations for 
Students in Civil Engineering of the University of 
Durham, passed by the Senate and Convocation, 
November 22, 1837". Tn commenting on the Regu
lations, the Journal said: "The engineer, to enter 
upon any task of magnitude, ought to bring to it 
natural talents, expanded by education, and strength
ened by experience ; he ought to combine the mind 
of the philosopher with the accomplishments of the 
mechanic ; he ought to be a man of profound 
judgment ; he ought to be able to decide not merely 
what to do, but what not to do ; . . . 

"A large proportion, in fact, the whole of the 
above-mentioned qualifications so far as education 
and a rigid academic examination can effect them, 
will be induced by the system of regulations and 
course of study prescribed by the Senate ; and the 
practical application of the knowledge obtained at 
the College will be made most advantageously in the 
mining districts in the neighbourl10od; without the 
combination of theory with practice, the student 
when he enters into the world will find himself 
loaded with a quantity of knowledge which he is 
more apt to forget than to seek out the opportunity 
of applying to the advancement of the arts." 

Advantages of Medical Botany 
AT a meeting of the Medico-Botanical Society on 

November 22, 1837, reported in the Lancet of 
December 2, Mr. Johnson read a paper on this sub
ject. "The advantages of the study of botany," 
he said, "were not immediately felt by the majority 
of medical practitioners, who were satisfied with 
obtaining their drugs from a wholesale druggist, 
and such herbs as they might require from Covent 
Garden. The physician, too, went on his daily 
practice of prescribing remedies which he had been 
in the habit of employing for years, and never 
daring to employ new remedies. This was the cause 
of the indifference with which medical botany had 
been treated by the majority of the profession. The 
objects of the Society were, perhaps, not sufficiently 
understood ; it was not established for the purpose 
of forwarding the knowledge of botany in the abstract, 
the locating of certain genera and species, but for 
the purpose of ascertaining and testing the effects 
of remedies. Among other reasons why medical 
practitioners should study botany he might mention 
that of the present general diffusion of knowledge ; 
many persons studied botany as an amusement, and 
the medical man, who it was generally considered 
ought to be better informed than common, should 
not be behind-hand in this science." 

Magnetic Observations in America 
AT a meeting of the Royal Society on November 

23, 1837, Francis Baily being in the chair, a paper 
was read entitled "Magnetical Observations made in 
the West Indies, on the Coasts of Brazil and North 
America, in the years 1834, 1835, 1836 and 1837". 
The author was Sir James Everard Home, Bt., 
Commander, Royal Navy, fellow of the Royal Society, 
and the observations had been reduced by the Rev. 
George Fisher, F.R.S. 

"The observations of the dip were made with an 
instrument of modern construction by Dollond. 

observation consisted of an equal number of 
readmgs of the position of the needle, before and 
after the inversion of its poles, and a mean of all the 
readings taken for the true dip. Tables are subjoined 

the dips observed at each place ; the 
t1mes of making a hundred vibrations of five hori
zontal needles, and the mean horizontal forces 
computed therefrom; and likewise the results 
estimated the . direction of the dipping needle, 
compared with direct experiments made with the 
dipping needle itself." 

A Simulated Fast 
THE Lancet of November 25, 1837 describes the 

following remarkable case of : "A woman 
was lately exhibited in Paris as a phenomenon on the 
ground that she had taken no food for the last 
twenty months ; she was fresh and fat, and carried a 
healthy child, si:x: months old, at the breast. Not 
consuming any food the woman could not be supposed 
to excrete ; she accordingly passed no excretion and 
the miracle was complete. She carried her or 
her knavery, so far as even to enter the Hotel Dieu 
and place herself under the surveillance of a 
physician, M. Gaillard, whom she assured that God 
was the father of her baby, and that he had com
manded her to commence a fast in 1836. She was 
placed in St. Benjamin's Ward, and for several days 
the history she gave of herself seemed true· the 
food and drink placed beside the bed had 
intact ; no trace of excretion could be discovered. 
Determined to find an explanation, M. Gaillard 
passed her over to the care of M. Magendie, who 
happened to have a small closet unoccupied attached 
to one of his wards. The woman was shut up in this 
apartment with some food ; the quantity of which 
was accurately measured. She resisted the sense of 
hunger for eight days, but ate on the ninth. The 
excretions were found carefully concealed in the 
mattress, which she had sewn up again." 

University Events 
BRISTOL.-Dr. Eric Ashby has tendered his 

resignation from the readership in botany as from 
December 31, on his appointment to the chair of 
botany in the University of Sydney. 

CAMBRIDGE.-G. L. Clark, of Trinity College, has 
been elected to an Isaac Newton Studentship. 

Dr. C. F. A. Pantin has been appointed reader in 
invertebrate zoology. 

'!· T. Paterson, of Trinity College, has been ap
pomted curator of the Museum of Archreology and 
of Ethnology. 

Dr. J. A. Ramsay, of Queens' College, has been 
appointed Harding lecturer in experimental zoology. 
Dr. G. S. Carter, of Corpus Christi College, F. R. 
Farrington, of Sidney Sussex College, and Dr. G. 
Salt, of King's College, have been appointed Univer
sity lecturers in zoology. 

J: D. has been appointed to 
the Uruversity charr of physics tenable at Birkbeck 
College. Since 1934 he has been assistant director 
of research and in charge of the Crystallographic 
Laboratory at Cambridge. 

SHEFFIELD.-The following appointments have 
been made : H. J. Barrie, as demonstrator in patho· 
logy; R. B. M. Jenkins, as assistant lecturer in 
civil engineering. 
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