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of purchase. On November 2, Prof. J. H . Clapham, 
dee-provost of King's College, Cambridge, performed 
the ceremony of opening at Ruislip, Middlesex, the 
"Little Barn" (so called for generations) appertaining 
to t.he ancient Manor of Ruislip, and now being 
used as a county library. The homest.ead of the 
farm, it should be said, originally constituted, with 
the acres around, but a fraction indeed of the ex
tensive tracts owned formerly at Ruislip by King's 
College, Cambridge, the gift of its founder, Henry VI. 
Not long ago, the College conveyed the farm and sur
rounds to the people of Ruislip as a gift. Hence the 
presence of Prof. Clapham was specially opportune and 
relevant to the occasion. The requisite funds for the 
adaptation and library furnishing equipment of the 
barn for its new purposes were provided by the Middle
sex County Council, supported by the 1.mwearied 
efforts of the Middlesex Education Corrunittee. It is of 
interest to record that :Mr. T. E .• Tames, formerly clerk 
to the Royal Society, who lives at Ruislip, has been 
appointed by the Middlesex County Council as a 
representative on the Ruislip-Northwood Local 
Library Committee. 

Oils from Irish Grown Plants 
CoRK UNIVERSITY PRESS has issued an Agricultural 

Bulletin, No.4, with this title. It contains the record 
of some small-scale experiments, carried out at Cork 
and elsewhere in the Irish Free State, on the possi
bility of producing supplies of oil seeds upon Irish 
soils. Crops of hemp, linseed, poppy, sunflower, rape, 
mustard and MercU?·ialis annua have been raised 
with varying success, and the yield of oils determined, 
as also the main physical chemical characteristics of 
the extracted oils. Tho work has been under the 
direction of Prof. J. Reilly and Mr. Denis F. Kelly, 
of the Department of Chemistry, University College, 
Cork. Very indifferent success was met with in these 
preliminary trials with the annual sunflower and 
Mercurialis, and the authors seem most impressed 
with the possibilities of native-grown poppy seed oil 
displacing cotton seed oil in the edible fat and soap 
industries in Ireland. These trials are, however, of a 
very preliminary nature ; they throw very little 
light upon the possibility or otherwise of large-scale 
cultivation of these crops under Irish conditions, but 
they do establish the yields and main characteristics 
of the oils to be expected from such oil seeds grown 
under such conditions. 

Horticultural Research in Australia 
THE opening in September of a new laboratory 

1mder the Corrunonwealth Cotmcil for Scientific and 
Industrial Research at Merbein, Victoria, is an 
indication of the store now set by viticulturists 
on the provision of scientific services for their guid
a,nce. Merbein is in the Mildura district on the River 
Murray, where the first irrigation settlements were 
established some fifty years ago. Marked changes 
have taken place of late in horticultural practices 
in these areas, following particularly upon studies 
of soils with consequent modification of quantity 
and frequency of watering, and upon introduction 

of corrununal drainage schemes. The former danger 
of ruin of blocks by 'salting', or bringing sodium 
sulphate and chloride and other salts to the surface 
by excessive watering and insufficient drainage, is 
almost a thing of the past. The Council is now 
preparing plans for a further new laboratory at its 
citricultural research station at Griffith, N.S.W., in 
an area watered from the Burrinjuck Dam on the 
Murrumbidgee River. 

National Institute of Agricultural Botany 
ON the occasion of the annual general meeting of 

fellows of the National Institute of Agricultural 
Botany at Cambridge, the chairman of the council, 
Captain D. M. Wills, directed attention to the value 
of the Institute's system of substations. By means 
of this organization the Institute is able to make 
recommendations to farmers which are applicable to 
all districts (with two exceptions) south of a line 
drawn between Lancaster and Scarborough. There 
are at present two defective links in the Institute's 
chain of substations-the Fens and Wales-and the 
Institute hopes that these defects will shortly be 
remedied. At present there are substations at 
Sprowston, Norfolk; Long Sutton, Hants; Canning
ton, Somerset; Newport, Shropshire; and Askham 
Bryan, Yorks ; on soils ranging from blowing sand 
to heavy clay. In every case these substations are 
attached to an agricultural college, institute or 
station, and the trials are carried out under the 
supervision of a crop recorder who is responsible to 
the N.I.A.B. Although the primary purpose of a sub
station is the provision of trials upon which recom
mendations can be based, Captain Wills stressed the 
importance of another aspect of their work. It is 
possible for a farmer to visit any of these to see, 
under conditions which may be very similar to his 
own, trials of the latest introductions of plant 
breeders both at home and abroad, growing side by 
side with established varieties. This should enable 
him to form an opinion as to the suitability-or 
otherwise-of new varieties to his particular con
ditions. Finally, Captain Wills expressed the hope 
that the establishment of a substation in Wales would 
lead to the discovery of varieties particularly suited 
to the poorer soils, both in England and Wales. 

Mass Observations of Social Problems 
"MAss-OBsERVATION" by C. Madge and T. Harris

son, with a foreword by Dr. Julian Huxley, the first 
of a series of projected pamphlets, outlines the 
technique of a study of social environment and its 
effects on lines comparable with much bird-watching 
and observation of natural history, since, largely 
because of its empiricism, it has, like them, room for 
the untrained amateur as well as for the trained man 
of science (London: Frederick Muller, Ltd., 1937. 
ls. net). The three sciences most immediately 
relevant to mass-observation are psychology, anthro
pology and sociology, and a fundamental plan for 
research will be evolved by the central organization 
as a result of suggestions from observers and scientific 
experts. In the first place, it is intended to mobilize 
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a numerous and representative corps of observers and 
to equip and maintain an efficient central organization 
in touch with all other relevant research associations, 
however different their methods. The observers will 
collect their data, which cover as wide a field as 
possible in order to provide sufficient cross-references 
to indicate the probable nature of the bias in any 
individual report. The scientific expert will be 
required not only as an observer himself but also in 
drawing up the plan of work, framing well-constructed 
hypotheses to be tested by mass-observation methods 
and in suggesting subjects for detailed inquiry, as 
well as in the interpretation of the data collected and 
in securing a more rigorous objectivity. The presen
tation of the results involves further problems, as 
not only must facts be collected over the widest 
possible field, but also they must be made known to 
the widest possible field. As soon as possible, pam
phlets at present projected will deal with such 
questions as popular superstitions, reasons for 
watching birds, the meaning given to freedom, and 
will be based on the work of the observers. They 
will be followed by cheap editions of relevant scientific 
books, and a monthly bulletin designed for wide 
circulation is also contemplated. The central office 
and filing system is at 6 Grote's Building, Blackheath, 
London, S.E.3. 

Mould and Bacteria Killed by New Lamp 

IN the International Merchant, a monthly pamphlet 
·published by the Westinghouse Electric International 
Company at New York, a description is given of the 
'Sterilamp', a gaseous conductor tube which produces 
very decided germicidal radiation at low temperature 
and low cost. It has taken nine years to develop. 
It is claimed that it prevents the growth of mould 
and bacteria on the surface of meat aged at high 
temperature and high humidity. It also retards the 
growth of mould on bakery products. Tests have 
shown that the lamp is useful in pasteurizing milk 
and beer. It is particularly useful in sterilizing 
conditioned air. The lamp generates radiant energy 
of a particular wave-length of which 90 per cent is 
in a region of the radiant spectrum which has been 
found to be strongly germicidal. It is made in lengths 
of 10, 20 and 30 inches, and the 20-inch size requires 
only 7 watts. Of great importance when making 
applications to food is the fact that the unit operates 
at a temperature only about 5° F. above that of the 
room. The lamp and auxiliary equipment is now on 
the market. 

W. Watson and Sons, Ltd. 
MESSRS. W. WATSON AND SoNs, LTD., of 313 High 

Holborn, London, W.C.1, have issued a booklet 
detailing the history of the firm in celebration of its 
centenary. Founded in 1837 for the manufacture of 
optical instruments by William Watson at 71 City 
Road, the business continued at this address until 
1861, when it moved to 313 High Holbom, where 
it has since remained, and has been continuously 
carried on by members of the Watson family. The 
microscope was becoming a feature of the Watson 
firm in the 'seventies of last century, together with 

cameras and lenses, since when telescopes, X-ray 
equipment, cinematographs, projection lanterns and 
other optical instruments and apparatus have been 

·manufactured. A pleasing portrait of William 
Watson, the founder, forms a frontispiece to the 
booklet, which concludes with a series of plates 
illustrating the products of the firm during the 
hundred years of its existence. 

Gift to the Royal Cancer Hospital 

MR. A. CHESTER BEATTY, who has recent ly been 
elected vice-president and a member of the committee 
of the Royal Cancer Hospital, has purchased the 
Freemasons' Hospital, Fulham Road, with the 
intention · of presenting the building for conversion 
into the Research Institute of the Hospital, and Mr. 
Chester Beatty is equipping the building for this 
purpose in addition to presenting it to the Hospital. 
It is well known that the Royal Cancer Hospital ha..'l 
maintained a research institute for many years under 
the direction of Prof. E. L. Kennaway. Mr. Chester 
Beatty is also generously entirely re-equipping the 
Radio-therapeutic Department of the Royal Cancer 
Hospital, at a cost of some £13,000, with the latest 
modern high-voltage X-ray therapy apparatus 
embodying many new features which will prove of 
inestimable value, not only in the treatment of cancer 
but also in affording full and adequate protection to 
both patients and operators during the carrying out 
of the treatment. The Royal Cancer Hospital is a 
school of the Universitv of London and, in order to 
encourage the study of Mr. Chester Beatty 
has provided a travelling scholarship which has been 
accepted by the senate of the University of London. 
The scholarship will enable a student of radiology, 
after obtaining the academic diplomas in medical 
radiology, to spend a year in one of the great radio
logical clinics of the United States of America . 

The National Health Campaign 
LAsT week, November 1- 6, marked the beginning 

of the second month of the National Health Cam
paign, which was recently inaugurated by the Prime 
Minister, and this period has been devoted to the 
general aspects of the campaign and has aroused 
considerable public interest. During November and 
December special emphasis is being laid on the 
services available for mothers and infants, while in 
January next the child at a later stage, the school 
age, will be considered, together with the v11lue of 
co-operation between home and school. The medium 
of the campaign varies ; numerous posters and 
leaflets have been issued, public meetings and films 
have been arranged, and the support of the Press 
and of the wireless is expected. 

Announcements 
Miss JEAN BATTEN has been awarded the Gold 

Medal of the Royal Aero Club in recognition of her 
many Empire flights. 

DR. A. G. FRANCIS has been appointed deputy 
Government chemist in succession to Mr. Andrew 
More, who retired on November 3. 
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