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Royal Society Medallists and Officers 
H:rs MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously 

pleased to approve the following recommendations 
made by the council of the Royal Society for the 
award of the two Royal Medals for the current year : 
Prof. N. V. Sidgwick, in recognition of his distin. 
guished, stimulating and continuous work on valency 
and on molecular structure ; Prof. A. H. R. Buller, 
in recognition of his researches on the general 
biology and sexuality of the Fungi. The fol
lowing awards have been made by the pre
sident and council of the Royal Society : Copley 
Medal to Sir Henry Dale, in recognition of his 
important contributions to pharmacology, particu
larly to the pharmacology of muscle and of neuro
muscular transmission ; Davy Medal to Prof. Hans 
Fischer, in recognition of his work on the chemistry 
of the porphyrins, particularly his determination of 
their detailed structure by degradation and his 
syntheses of porphyrins of biological importance ; 
Buchanan Medal to General F. F. Russell, in recogni
tion of his work in relation to public health problems 
in many parts of the world on behalf of the Inter
national Health Division of the Rockefeller Founda
tion ; Sylvester Medal to Prof. A. E. H. Love, in 
recognition of his researches in classical mathemRtical 
physics, particularly the mathematical theories of 
elasticity and hydrodynamics ; Hughes Medal to 
Prof. Ernest 0. Lawrence in recognition of his work 
on the development of the cyclotron and its applica
tion to investigations of nuclear disintegration. The 
following is a list of those recommended by the 
president and council for election to the council 
of the Royal Society at the anniversary meeting on 
November 30: President, Sir William Bragg; 
Treasurer, Sir Henry Lyons; Secretaries, Sir Frank 
Smith and Prof. A. V. Hill; Foreign Secretary, Sir 
Albert Seward; Other Members of Council, Prof. 
R. Whytlaw-Gray, Prof. G. P. Thomson, Prof. J. 
Proudman, Prof. D. M. S. Watson, Dr. F. L. Pyman, 
Prof. E. J. Salisbury, Prof. S. P. Bedson, Prof. M. 
Greenwood, Prof. J. Mellanby, Sir Thomas Holland, 
Dr. G. T. Bennett, Prof. J. Chadwick, Prof. D. Keilin, 
Prof. J. Graham Kerr, Sir Robert Pickard, Mr. H. R. 
Ricardo. 

Ludwig Stieda (1837-1918) 
CHRISTIAN HERMAN LunwiO STIEDA, an eminent 

German anatomist, was born at Riga on November 19, 
1837, the son of a tradesman. His medical education 
was carried out at Dorpat, where his teachers in 
anatomy were Reissner, Bidder and Kupffer, and he 
won a silver medal in anatomy. Mter qualifying in 
1861 he went to Giessen, where Leuckart inspired 
him with an interest in the anatomy of worms, and 
later to Erlangen, where he studied under Gerlach 
and Herz. In 1862 he moved to Vienna, where he 
attended lectures by Oppolzer, Skoda, Hebra, Hyrtl 

and Bruecke, with the last of whom he studied 
histology. In 1864 he was appointed prosector at 
Dorpat and in the following year lecturer on com
parative anatomy in the veterinary school there. In 
1866 he was elected extraordinary professor of 
anatomy and nine years later full professor in 
succession to his former teacher Reissner. He held 
this office for ten years, during the last three of which 
he was dean of the medical faculty. In 1885 he was 
appointed director of the anatomical institute at 
Konigsberg, where he remained until his retirement 
in 1912. His death took place at Giessen on his 
birthday on November 19, 1918. As well as being 
a successful and attractive lecturer, Stieda was a 
man of very wide interests and a prolific writer, as is 
shown by the bibliography of his works compiled 
by Peisler (Anat. Anzdger, 52, 134-42; 1919-20). 
His anatomical investigations included comparative 
studies of the central nervous system in vertebrates, 
the formation of bone, and the development of the 
lungs, thymus, thyroid and carotid glands. His 
interest in the history of medicine is shown by his 
biographies of naturalists and medical men. He 
was also the author of several articles and reviews 
on archreological, anthropological and ethnographical 
subjects. 

The Writings of Galvani 

IN connexion with the commemoration at Bologna 
of the bicentenary of the birth of Galvani, attention 
may be directed to an interesting memoir in the 
Annals of Science, 1, No. 3, July 1936, by Prof. J. F. 
Fulton and Prof. H. Cushing, of the Yale University 
School of Medicine, entitled "A Bibliographical 
Study of the Galvani and the Aldini Writings on 
Animal Electricity". Modest and shy, Galvani 
showed the greatest indifference to having his name 
appear in print, and thus out of all the known dis
courses or lectures prepared by him during the 
twenty-five yettrs between his professorial appoint
ment and the appearance of his famous "De vivibus 
electricitatis", only three, making a total of thirty 
printed pages, appear to have been published. 
Galvani's lack of self-assurance was not, however, 
shared by his nephew Giovanni Aldini ( 1762-1834), 
professor of physics in the University of Bologna, 
and it was he who took up the cudgels in defence of 
his uncle's thesis. Galvani's memoir appeared early 
in 1791 and two reprints were issued the same year. 
Next year, after Volta's criticism of Galvani's views, 
Aldini published an edition with annotations, and 
a German translation was made by Dr. J. l\:layer 
(1752-1807) in 1793. The subject of animal magnetism 
had by then become a matter for widespread con
troversy. Galvani died in 1798, but a year or two 
later Aldini visited England, gave lectures on gal
vanism at Guy's and St. Thomas's Hospitals and 
was presented with a gold medal. His "Improvements 
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