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correlation of data from the results of past experience 
on the part both of the oil companies and of the 
Geological Survey of India is ample testimony of the 
progress made in the Indian oil industry since its 
inception. 

Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine 
AT the annual general meeting of the Lister 

Institute, held on June 2, the Governing Body 
presented the Institute's forty-third annual report. 
The report contains an interesting summary of the 
research work done during the year. Respecting 
viruses, a team of workers has continued the study of 
a possible virus agent in the causation of acute 
rheumatism and rheumatic diseases, Dr. Salaman 
has continued his investigation of the antigenic 
structure of vaccinia virus, and Sir John Ledingham 
has studied the peculiar relationship that exists 
between the filterable viruses of rabbit myxomatosis 
and rabbit fibroma. Dr. Felix and Miss Pitt have 
continued their investigations on the antigenic con
stitution of the typhoid bacillus, and on the virulence 
and immunizing properties of bacteria. Much work 
has also been carried out on vitamins and nutrition, 
and Prof. Robison has continued his studies on 
calcification. The two Svedberg ultracentrifuges, 
provided by a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation, 
have proved satisfactory, and have been used in the 
investigation of virus bodies and of proteins. The 
National Collection of Type Cultures, housed at the 
Institute, has distributed during the year some 
5,000 cultures, and 200 new strains of micro
organisms have been added to the Collection. 

The Night Sky in November 
THE moon is new on November 3 at 4h and full on 

November 18 at gh U.T. On November 20, the moon 
occults the 3rd magnitude star Tauri, the dis
appearance as seen from Greenwich taking place at 
5h 33m and the reappearance at 6h 28m. On November 
21, v Geminorum (magnitude 4·1) is occulted, 
the reappearance being observable at Greenwich 
at Oh sm. Conjunctions of the moon with the 
planets occur as follows-Venus on November 1d Sh: 
Jupiter on November 9d 7h: Mars on November 
9d 21h : Saturn on November 14d I6h. On 
November 4, Uranus is in opposition to the sun; 
on this date the planet may be located between o 
Arietis and w Arietis, stars of about the same apparent 
magnitude as that of Uranus, which presents a small 
disk of about 3-r in diameter. Both Jupiter and 
Mars are low in the early evening sky, but Saturn, 
southing at about 20h in the middle of the month, 
is better placed for observation. Venus is a bright 
morning star and is near Spica (cr. Virginis) on Novem
ber 6. The variable star Algol Persei) is well 
placed for observation throughout the night. The 
change in light may be easily seen about It hours 
before and after the following times : November 
Iod 2·2h, I2d 23·0h, I5d 19·Sh and 30d 3·9h. The 
Leonid meteors are expected between November 9 
and 20, the radiant point being about 10° north of 
the bright star Regulus. The maximum of the 

Andromedids is due about November 20, the radiant 
being near y Andromedre. By midnight in mid
November, the brilliant collection of our winter stars 
comprising those of the constellation of Orion, pre· 
ceded by Aldebaran and the Pleiades and followed 
by Procyon and Sirius, is well above the eastern 
horizon. 

Announcements 
DR. Gi.hnHER JusT, director of the Institute of 

Genetics at the University of Greifswald, has been 
appointed director of the corresponding institute of 
the Health Office of the Reich at Berlin-Dahlem. 

AT the annual statutory meeting of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh, held on October 25, the 
following Council was elected : President : Sir 
D'Arcy Wentworth Thompson; 
Prof. F. A. E. Crew; Lieut.-Colonel A. G. M'Ken
drick; Principal J. C. Smail; Prof. J. Walton; Dr. 
James Watt; Prof. E. T. Whittaker; General 
Secretary : Prof. James P.- Kendall ; Secretaries to 
Ordinary Meetings: Dr. A. C. Aitken and Dr. C. H. 
O'Donoghue; Treasurer: Dr. E. M. Wedderburn; 
Curator of Library and Museum: Dr. Leonard 
Dobbin. 

PROF. M. PoLANYI writes with reference to his 
article on the recent international scientific meeting 
at the Palais de la Decouverte (NATURE, Oct. 23, 
p. 710) : "In my article on the International Congress 
in Paris reference is made to a conversation with 
German delegates. This statement originates from 
an editorial correction of the manuscript. , My own 
report stated that the remarks on a better under
standing between German and French peoples were 
made at the opening meeting." Prof. Polanyi's 
original words, to the editorial modification of 
which he refers, were as follows : "Later in the evening 
I noticed a spy thrusting himself into my conversation 
with one of the German delegates. The German 
spoke about a better understanding of the German 
and French people-three delegates using the same, 
no doubt officially approved, phrase." 

THE Oxford University Press announces that the 
treatise on the "Science of Petroleum", under the 
editorship of Dr. A. E. Dunstan, Prof. A. W. Nash, 
Sir Henry Tizard and Dr. Benjamin T. Brooks, 
will be published in December or January. It 
has been decided to issue the work in four voltunes, 
instead of three, as previously announced. The 
preparation of a Supplementary Volume, with ac
counts of work which has appeared while the treatise 
has been in the press, is under consideration. 

ERRATUM.-In the paragraph, based on Dr. J. 
Needham's Herbert Spencer Lecture, and entitled 
"Organization of Human Society", which appears 
in NATURE of October 16, p. 679, there is a sentence 
which reads : "He suggests that a democracy which 
produces is the form of society most in accord with 
what we know of the biological basis of human 
common life." The word "experts" should have been 
printed after the word "produces". 
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