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nickel industry, and in the same hall, throughout 
the Congress, were delivered important addresses 
on such subjects as the chemistry of silicates, 
by M. Artigas (Madrid), corrosion of metals, by 
Prof. W. J. Muller (Vienna), sterols, by Prof. I. M. 
Heilbron (Mancl;tester), and the influence of funda
mental research on daily life, by Dr. I . Langmuir 
(United States). In the Hall of the Sorbonne, 
M. Georges Claude gave a two hours' lecture with 
experimental demonstrations on the part he had 
played in utilizing acetylene, liquefying gases, 
separating the rare gases, and an account of his 
attempts (illustrated by a film) to obtain by pump
ing cold water from great depths of the sea such 
a temperature difi'erence as would enable an engine 
to be worked. 

Sectional meetings were held in numerous 
branches of applied chemistry, and to these con
tributions were made by the following British 
chemists : J. Muir, on dyeing of fabrics ; Prof. 
C. S. Gibson, on the production of gold mirrors ; 
Sir Robert Robertson, on some of the work of the 
Water Pollution Research Board; and Dr. F. S. 
Sinnatt, on hydrogenation. 

At the closing session, the President of the 
French Republic being present, addresses were 
given by Sir Robert Mond and others on the history 
and influence of the Societe de Chimie Industrielle, 
and at this ceremony were presented new honorary 
members of the Society. These included Prof. 
F. G. Donnan, president of the Chemical Society. 

It will, of course, be readily believed that the 
occasion was marked by characteristic French 
ceremonial and hospitality, both official and 
offered by Sir Robert and Lady Mond, who enter
tained all the delegates to a banquet. The ban
quet in the Exhibition will remain in the minds 
of those who were present on account of the 
artistic and colourful spectacle afforded by a boat 

Obituary 
Prof. M. Maclean 

PROF. MAGNUS MACLEAN, emeritus professor 
of electrical engineering in the Royal Technical 

College, Glasgow, who died on September 2 last, was 
born in 1858. 

If there was one feature about Prof. Maclean which 
distinguished him from his academic colleagues, it 
was his outstanding position in non-academic circles. 
From a humble beginning in Skye he worked his way 
to the University of Glasgow and became Kelvin's 
assistant, lecturer in physics to medical students 
(1892), and in pure and applied electricity to engineer
ing students ( 1895), whence he was promoted to the 
chair of electrical engineering at the Royal Technical 
College, Glasgow (1899). During this progress, he 

anchored in the Seine and under the windows of 
the dining-hall, for from it rose jets of water 
coloured by internally reflected lights, governed 
by a manual on which the executant played at' on 
an organ. 

Apart from the excursions to works and 
laboratories, including one to the Palais de la 
Decouverte in the Exhibition, which is surely its 
most notable feature for a scientific man, a three 
days' excursion attended by about a hundred 
members was arranged to Mulhouse, where the 
founder, Paul Kestner, was born in 1864, and 
thereafter to Lausanne, where he died early this 
year. Sir Robert Mond, having by his side M. 
Emile Dollfus, president of the Societe Industrielle 
de Mulhouse, paid homage to Paul Kestner, 
describing his career and his achievements in 
chemical industry, such as his apparatus for deal
ing with corrosive liquids, his evaporators, his plant 
for maintaining constant humidity and tempera
ture and his foundation in 1917 of the Societe de 
Chimie Industrielle, mentioning also his award of 
the medals of the British Society of Chemical 
Industry and the honorary membership of the 
American Chemical Society. But he also made 
mention of the features of his fine personality and 
helpfulness, by which he is remembered by many 
in Great Britain. It was pleasing to see Madame 
Kestner at this celebration. At Lausanne, Sir 
Robert laid a wreath on Kestner's grave. 

During this part of the programme, visits were 
made to the potash mines of Alsace and the 
chemical works of Thann and Mulhouse, where 
the production of various salts of potassium, of 
heavy acids, of titanium compounds and much 
else of interest was shown to the visitors. 

In all its aspects, this Congress proved both 
instructive and enjoyable to the many delegates 
who attended it. R. R. 

Notices 
showed his love of his native Gaelic language by his 
writing and teaching of its literature. If, therefore, 
Maclean was pre-eminent as a "great Highlander", 
he earned his position ; and the same admiration 
which he earned among his fellow clansmen and 
islesmen he gained in all his other activities, whether 
masonic or professional. Indeed, wherever Maclean 
was seen, he was in high places. Should these remarks 
appear to under-estimate his scientific work, it should 
be remembered that it is not easy for an outsider
especially for an Englishman-to appreciate his 
loca.l influence, no matter whether it be called esteem, 
hero-worship or what else. 

Maclean'<! appointment to the Royal Technical 
College preceded the present fine building in George 
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Street, where his influence and wisdom succeeded in 
carving out a magnificent suite of laboratories and 
lecture rooms-and no part of them on the "Box and 
Cox" principle. For this fine department-probably 
the best in the kingdom-his successors will ever be 
grateful. 

Although Maclean published numerous papers and 
books on electrical subjects and practice, he stands 
out in the memory as a mathematical physicist
indeed the very man whom Kelvin could appreciate. 
Maclean was extremely loyal to his old chief and to 
his Alma Mater, and he carried with him to the 
Royal Technical College the methods and traditions 
he had learnt in his youth. The autocracy of the 
department so evident in Scottish and German 
universities, the restricted outlook, the traditional 
lecturing to the junior students, together with many 
traits more closely associated with Kelvin, all showed 
themselves in his strong personality. It was during 
his professoriate that the Royal Technical College 
became affiliated with the University. 

As an engineer, the limitations of his surroundings 
must be borne in mind. Glasgow never was, is not, 
and possibly never will be, a centre of electrical 
engineering. In Scotland, electrical engineers are 
largely agents and factors of English concerns, and 
there is not the creative atmosphere which is so 
marked a feature in manufacturing districts. The 
close band of salesmen would not be primarily 
interested in local production, and electrical engineer
ing did not flourish like mechanical engineering ltlld 
shipbuilding. To-day most of the leading electrical 
engineers in Scotland are Englishmen. Personally, 
Maclean held a high place in the regard of his elec
trical associates. 

Maclean had high academic distinctions-D.Sc. and 
LL.D. of Glasgow-the latter honour being conferred 
on him inrl919, as a leader and a first-rate authority 
in electrical science, and distinguished alike in the 
Gaelic language and literature. He was a member of 
the Institutions of Civil and of Electrical Engineers, 
and of many of the learned bodies. 

In his private life Maclean suffered deep sorrows 
in the loss of his wife and of two of his sons. He was 
an elder in the Westbourne Gardens Church, Glasgow. 
Maclean loved open-air recreation-he was a keen 
and good golfer and he enjoyed a game of bowls. 
His death has left a gap which will not be filled. 

S.P. S. 

Sir Herbert Sloley, K.C.M.G. 
THE death is reported from Cape Town of Sir 

Herbert Sloley, formerly resident commissioner of 
Basutoland, which took place on September 22 at 
the age of eighty-two years. His successful rule of 
the turbulent Basuto, like that of his predecessor 
Sir Godfrey Lagden, was based upon an intimate 
knowledge of Sesuto language, beliefs and customs. 
He was a pre-eminent example of the type to which 
anthropologists, Sir William Ridgeway and Sir 
Richard Temple, for example, were accustomed to 
point when urging upon the Governments of their 
day the advantages of a training in anthropology 

for the administrator of backward races in obviating 
the long apprenticeship, which had been a necessary 
foundation of their successful work. 

Sir Herbert Sloley was helped by his personal 
characteristics, bu,t even he went through a long 
apprenticeship. Nearly the whole of his working 
life was passed in Basutoland, which under the rule 
of Sir Godfrey Lagden and himself was transformed 
from the most disturbed to the model native territory 
of South Mrica, the crowning achievement being the 
formation of a Native Council, which brought the 
commissioner and natives into direct touch and 
co-operation in matters of administration. 

Sir Herbert was born in Calcutta on February 4, 
1855, and was educated in England at the Greenwich 
Proprietary School. Mter a brief period in a 
bank, he went to South Mrica and joined the Cape 
Mounted Rifles in 1875. He was appointed captain 
in a native contingent in the Basuto War of 
1880-81. Seizing the opportunity to make a career 
in Basutoland, he became sub-inspector in the 
Basutoland Mounted Police in 1884, inspector in 1886, 
assistant commissioner in 1889, and Government 
secretary in 1898. On the retirement of Sir Godfrey 
Lagden, who had accepted the office of commissioner 
of native affairs in the Transvaal, Sloley was appointed 
resident commissioner in 1900 and held that office 
until 1916, when he retired and took up his residence 
in Cape Town. 

Dr. A. C. Fryer 
WE regret to record the death of Dr. A. C. Fryer, 

Local Government Board inspector and a distin
guished antiquary, which took place suddenly at 
Bristol at the age of eighty-two years at the beginning 
of September. 

Dr. Fryer was born at Manchester in 1855 and 
was educated at Queenswood College, Owens College, 
Manchester, and the University of Leipzig, where he 
graduated D.Ph. in 1882. On his return to England 
he was appointed assistant to Dr. Angus Smith, chief 
inspector of alkali works under the Rivers Pollution 
Acts. On the death of Dr. Smith, Dr. Fryer was sent 
to Bristol as inspector of alkali works for south-west 
England, and continued to hold that office until his 
retirement in 1920. 

Dr. Fryer was a versatile writer, his published 
work covering a variety of topics, including verse, 
stories for children and collections of folk and fairy 
tales from the north of England and the Hartz 
Mountains. As an antiquary his interests lay mainly 
in the early Middle Ages. He published many com
munications dealing with the classification of fonts 
and medieval monumental effigies in Archmologia, 
the Archmological Journal and the Transactions of 
the· Bristol and Gloucestershire Archmological Society. 
He was the author of an illustrated volume on "The 
Wooden Monumental Effigies in England and Wales", 
of "Llant1vit Major", a fifth century university, and 
of lives of Cuthbert of Lindisfarne and St. Aidan, the. 
apostle of the North Country. Dr. Fryer was a 
member of the Advisory Committees for the care of 
churches of the dioceses of Bristol and Bath and Wells. 
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