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University Events 
GLASGOW.-Prof. George Barger, professor of 

chemistry in relation to medicine in the 
of Edinburgh, has been appointed R egius professor 
of chemistry in the University in succession to Prof. 
George Henderson, who has resigned. 

Dr. Noah Morris, lecturer in biochemistry, has 
been appointed professor of materia medica and 
therapeutics. 

Science News a Century Ago 
The Iron Ship Sirius 

THE first iron ship to be classed by Lloyd's Register 
of Shipping was the steamer Sirius, the records of 
Lloyd's Register stating she was built under the 
inspection of the Society's London surveyors, and 
intended for service on the River Rhone, her port of 
registry being Marseilles. The Sirius was built by 
William (afterwards Sir William) Fairbairn at his 
yard at Millwall, which afterwards formed a part of 
the yard at which the Great Eastern was constructed. 
According to the Railway Magazine, she was launched 
on September 26, 1837, and she was the longest 
vessel so far built of iron. She measured about 
164ft. in the keel and 176 ft. on deck. Her beam 
was 17 feet. She was intended to be worked by two 
high-pressure engines of 35 horse-power each having 
a 24-in. cylinder with a stroke of 3! ft. She was to 
have three boilers with copper tubes. "The iron 
planks of which she is made", said the Railway 
Magazine, "are about 7 ft. long, 14 in. wide and a 
quarter of an inch thick, and her ribs are of double 
angle iron with diagonal stays. Her mould is hand
some, but rather narrow ; and when she has her 
machinery and water, it is calculated she will not 
draw above two feet of water. She is besides, divided 
into four compartments by three iron water-tight 
bulkheads ; so that if a fracture should happen in 
any one part she will still float safely." 

Fossil Discoveries in France 

IN its column of Miscellanea, the Athenamm of 
September 30, 1837, under the title "More Fossils", 
said : "M. Azema has found some fossil bones of 
mastodons and the rhinoceros, reptiles, and some 
well-preserved fruits in the parish of Sauveterre, near 
the district explored by M. Lartet, whose discoveries 
we announced some time back. We should like to 
ascertain whether the skeleton of the new and 
remarkable rhinoceros brought from behind the 
Cape by the expedition under Dr. Andrew Smith, 
presents more affinity to the recent or to the fossil 
species. It seems that the new fact concerning fossil 
quadrumana has been succeeded by a similar dis
covery in the Himmalaya mountains, but which is 
not so curious as the circumstance of finding these 
animals in Europe ; and what is still more extra
ordinary, the comparative anatomists have deter
mined the European species to be similar to those 
Gibbons which inhabit the remotest parts of Asia. 
M. Lartet's discoveries have given rise to much 
discussion in the French Academy of Sciences. 

Reforms in the Hospitals 

A CORRESPONDENT signing himself "Spectator" in 
a letter to the Lancet of September 30, 1837, mentions 
the following improvements which had taken place 

at the London hospitals during the previous ten 
years: 

," l. The introduction of clinical lectures, a depart
ment of instruction which was before shamefully 
neglected in this country, and is even yet but im
perfectly taught. 2. The publishing of hospital 
reports, a measure forced upon the medical officers 
by The Lancet. 3. The annual distribution of 
prizes to the students (which did not become general 
until after 1826). 4. The withholding of certificates 
unless a jew lectures have been attended ; for I 
remember the time when it was not an uncommon 
occurrence for a student to boast that he had received 
a certificate without having attended a single lecture. 
Lastly, I may mention the posting of post-mortem 
examinations ; the absence of hole and corner opera
tions ; the opening of the libraries and museums ; 
the establishment of clerical clerkships, the greater 
punctuality in the visits of the medical officers 
(although, I confess, there is much yet to reform in 
this respect) and the frequency of periodical exam
inations by some of the teachers may also be added 
to the list of benefits on the part of the students 
which have reluctantly been obtained from the 'Dubs 
and Pures'." 

Medal Striking 

THE Gentleman's Magazine of September 1837 
contains the following announcement : "M. Pistrucci, 
chief medallist in the Royal Mint, has discovered a 
method by which he can stamp a matrix or a punch 
from a die which has never been touched by an 
engraver, and yet still make the medal identically 
the same with the original model in wax ; an opera
tion by which the beauty and perfection of the 
master's design are at once transferred to any metal, 
whether gold, silver or copper, by striking it according 
to the usual process. The model being made in any 
substance, wax, clay or wood or other fit material, 
a mould of it is taken in plaster, from which mould 
when dried and oiled to harden it, an impression is 
taken in sand, or other similar substance which may 
be preferred, and from this again a cast is obtained 
in iron as thin as possible, that the work may come 
out sharply, and the iron attain the hardness almost 
of a steel die hardened." 

Spirit Drinking in India 

AN editorial in the Indian Journal of Medical and 
Physical Science of October I, 1837, contains the 
following warning to the Government : "The lives 
of European spldiers in this country are unhappily 
passed in a state of imprisonment in their barracks 
from 10 o'clock in the morning to 4 o'clock in the 
evening. There is nothing of that change of scene 
and agreeable occupation of time as experienced by 
British soldiers in their own congenial and delightful 
country. Their indolence and want of amusement 
tend to a despondency of mind, and to depression 
of the whole animal functions, to arouse which spirits 
are had recourse to, and which is in fact looked upon 
as a necessary and luxurious pastime, sanctioned as 
a ration, and approved of as a custom. Canteens 
are rooms appointed by military rule as a, place of 
refuge to gratify the appetite, by adding the indul
gence in liquor to social convivialit.y. But is the 
Government of the country aware that all this breaks 
up the physical energies both bodily and mental of 
their brave troops ?" 
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