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and feeble electrolytes, in strong and weak solutions, 
from which Masson deduced a simple general law 
based upon the viscosity aspect. 

Masson's direct contacts with industrial chemistry 
were limited, but a constant stream of his students 
went forth into industrial careers in Australia and 
elsewhere. Through the close touch which he main
tained with his former students and their firms, he 
exerted a wide influence in this field, directed par· 
ticularly towards the scientific management of 
industrial concerns. Among his old students who 
entered academic chemistry may be mentioned his 
own successors at Melbourne, Prof. (now Sir) A. C. D. 
Rivett and Prof. E. J. Hartung, and elsewhere Prof. 
L. S. Bagster, Dr. A. C. Cumming, Prof. J. I. 0. 
Masson, the late Prof. B. D. Steele, and Prof. N. T. M. 
\Vilsmore. 

Masson's work received early recognition in his 
election to the Royal Society in 1903. He became 
C.B.E. in 1918, K.B.E. in 1923, and LL.D.(Edin.) in 
1924. He married Mary, daughter of the late Prof. 
Sir John Struthers, M.D., of Aberdeen and Edin
burgh, who survives him ; of his two daughters one 
survives ; and his only son, Irvine Masson, is professor 
of chemistry in the University of Durham. 

David Orme Masson was a man of great charm and 
urbanity, with a rare gift of lucid exposition and a 
lively and polished wit. Modest, versatile, and cul
tured as befitted his ancestry, he possessed an 
unusually wide range of interests and human sym
pathies. He was the doyen of chemistry in Australia, 
a great teacher in the University of Melbourne, and 
a much-loved citizen of his adopted country. 
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Canon B. H. Streeter 
CANON B. H. STREETER, provost of Queen's 

College, Oxford, who was killed with his wife in an 
aeroplane accident in Switzerland on September 10, 
was one of the great Biblical scholars of the world. 
He was a many-sided man, and his intellectual 
interest was wide. Psychology, modern physics, 
anthropology, psychical research, the relations be
tween religion and science, were all subjects in which 
he had read widely and become interested. He had 
a large circle of friends from whom he could acquire 
at first hand the information on these subjects he 
needed. He was, in particular, profoundly alive to 
the difficulties raised by the relations of science to 

religious truth, and some of these were discussed by 
him in his most popular book, "Reality: A New 
Correlation of Science and Religion" ( 1926 ), more 
briefly also in "Adventure" (1927), and in the 
Bampton Lectures for 1932, "The Buddha and. The 
Christ". 

By 'religion' Streeter meant religion and not, as so 
often in similar discussions, theology. In religion as 
implying a quest for God, an apprehension of things 
beyond the limits of ordinary experience, he was a 
firm believer. In "Reality" he discussed the con
nexion between this and science, as he conceived it, 
clearly and simply. He held strongly that religion, 
like science and art, reveals to us genuine aspects of 
reality. Science, he said, gives us a representation of 
ultimate reality diagrammatic rather than pictorial ; 
religion the reverse-it gives us the picture, not the 
exact diagram. The two aspects are there ; in a 
sense they are complementary; they are not, how
ever, commensurable. He put it in another way. 
Science is concerned with the metrical aspects of 
existence, religion (as art) with non-metrical or 
qualitative aspects, with values ·that are mostly 
ethical. Science states definitely ; religion suggests. 
One tries to explain what is observed by finding laws 
covering individual cases ; the other isolates an 
individual event or circumstance and makes it 
symbolic of some aspect of reality. For Streeter the 
truth of religion lay mainly in the quality of the 
myths (in the Greek sense) it embraces. The values 
enshrined or symbolized there are inherent in rPality 
to the extent that the religion is true. 

In the eighth Bampton Lecture Streeter, discussing 
psychical research, gave some of his own experiences 
of suggestion, mass-hypnotism and telepathy. In 
particular he discussed the 'levitation' of D. D. 
Home in 1871 witnessed by the Master of Lindsay 
and two friends present. He suggested from his own 
successful repetition of this exploit that Home 
probably gave each of the three a 'waking suggestion' 
which effectively convinced them that what they 
attested actually occurred. 

Streeter was born at Croydon in 1874 and educated 
at King's College School. He went to Oxford as 
scholar of Queen's College in 1893 and thereafter 
spent most of his life there. As undergraduate he 
obtained three first classes and many university 
prizes. He was fellow of Pembroke from 1899 until 
1905 and of his old college, Queen's, from 1905 until 
his appointment as provost in 1933. He was a fellow 
of the British Academy and honorary doctor of 
several universities. He married in 1910 but had no 
children. A. S. R. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 

Dr. J. R. Airey, formerly principal of the City of 
Leeds Training College, on September 16, aged sixty
nine years. 

Prof. de Burgh Birch, C.B., emeritus professor of 
physiology in the University of Leeds, on September 
18, aged eighty-five years. 

Mr. F. A. Potts, University lecturer in zoology in 
the University of Cambridg8, on SPptember 15. 
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