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International Population Congress m Paris 

A VERY successful Congress to discuss population 
problems was held in Paris on July 29-

August 1 last, under the presidency of M. Adolphe 
Landry. The Congress was honoured by the patronage 
of M. Albert Lebrun, President of the Republic, who 
attended the opening session. Before this, on July 28, 
a meeting of the General Assembly of the Inter
national Population Union took place ; and it may 
be noted that the Congress was held under the 
auspices of the Union, which took a definite part in 
the arrangements for the Congress. At the General 
Assembly, M. Adolphe Landry was elected president 
of the Union in succession to Sir Charles Close. 
M. Landry is a former Minister of State, whose 
interest in demographic matters is well known. He 
has written several works on the subject, particularly 
"La Revolution Demographique" (1934). His man
agement of the Congress was most happy. 

During the four working days of the Congress, 
about 170 papers were presented for reading and 
discussion. Abstracts of the papers were available 
at the opening of the Congress, but, as always 
happens at international meetings of this kind, 
individual delegates must select their lectures and 
must necessarily miss some contributions of impor
tance. Some of the papers, particularly the mathe
matical ones, were difficult to follow at the time, but 
will be available for study when the proceedings are 
published. Perhaps the real value of these congresses 
consists largely in the personal contacts established 
between workers of different nationalities, who cease 
to be abstractions to each other and can use the 
occasion for informal discussions and exchange of views. 

The Congress was divided into five sections which 
were simple and sufficiently comprehensive to cover 
the whole field. A few of the titles of the lectures 
will serve to give an idea of the kind of questions 
which were discussed, thus : "The Calculation of 
Death-Rates" ; "Sur les possibilites de retour a 
l'equilibre pour une population regressive ou retro
grade" ; "A Population Growth-Curve for England 
and Wales"; "Essai d'etablissement d'un indice de 
densite economique de population" ; "Considerations 
sur la politique demographique d'Auguste et ses 
effets" ; "The Length of Life in the Early Roman 
Empire" ; "Recent Population Movements in the 
Irish Free State" ; "Les types de migrations" ; 
"Die natiirliche Bevolkerungsvermehrung Wiens"; 
"L'evolution sociale de la population italienne a 
travers les recensements" ; "Growth of Urban Popu
lation in the United States" ; "Fecondite et classe 
sociale en Suede" ; "L'influence du chomage sur la 
famille" ; "Die neue deutsche Bevolkerungsentwick
lung" ; "Rural Population and Government Policies 
in the United States" ; "Biotypes et fecondite" ; 
"Constitution physique de la jeunesse polonaise". 

Now, this is a very mixed bag; but the various 
aspects of the subject are inter-linked and affect one 
another. It would be a mistake, for example, to 
discuss only the statistical side of the population 
question and to omit consideration of quality. In 
the same way, an adequate examination of present
day tendencies necessarily involves a study of what 
has happened in the past ; and a discussion of demo
graphic facts iii one country is imperfect without 
reference to what is happening elsewhere. 

In view of the considerable range of matter 
discussed and of th!C> impossibility of being present 
at more than one section at a time, one can only get 
a limited, personal impression of the meeting, an 
impression to be corrected by a study of the proceed
ings when these are eventually published. Meanwhile, 
no one can have attended this Congress without 
having learnt something more about the intricacies 
of the subject than he knew on arrival. Such papers 
as that of Prof. Burgdorfer, for example, which dealt 
chiefly with the effect on the birth-rate of Germany 
of the new population policy in that country, have 
an importance for all of us. The abstract of his 
paper ends with the following sentence: "L'exemple 
de l'Allemagne prouve que, dans notre civilisation 
occidentale, il est possible de lutter avec succes 
contre la baisse du taux de natalite". 

Amongst numerous other important contributions 
to the proceedings may be mentioned the paper by 
Prof. A. M. Carr-Saunders and Mr. R. S. Walshaw, 
on "Recent Population Movements in Ireland". The 
authors remark that, "There is less emigration [from 
Ireland] than formerly, and it is going to the United 
Kingdom instead of to the United States. This raises 
important problems for the United Kingdom, which 
is faced with the prospect of a declining population. 
The United Kingdom is still pursuing a policy of 
giving financial assistance to emigrants going to the 
Dominions. It is doubtful if this can be continued, 
and it is a question whether the United Kingdom 
will not be peopled from Ireland". 

RAcE AND RAciAL DocTRINE 
ONE section of the International Congress was 

devoted to matters coming under such heads as 
biometry, biotypology and heredity. Opportunity 
was thus afforded for the discussion of a variety of 
problems connected with the racial question, of which 
advantage was taken by the Management Committee 
of the Groupement d'Etude et d'Information "Races 
et Racisme", an organization which has undertaken 
the dissemination among the French people of in
formation relating to the fallacies and consequences 
of the racial doctrines now current in Germany, and 
is responsible for the publication of the periodical 
Races et Racisme (see p. 458). Arrangements were 
made for presentation to the Congress of a number 
of communications dealing with questions bearing 
upon "race" and their formal discussion. The follow
ing account is based upon a report furnished by the 
organization. 

Among those present were the veteran Prof. Franz 
Boas, who notwithstanding his advanced years had 
crossed the Atlantic from America for the special 
purpose of taking part, and Prof. Lips and Prof. 
Fairchild, also from the United States. A certain 
'liveliness' developed in the proceedings owing to the 
presence of numerous representatives of Germany, 
among whom were Prof. Riidin, director of the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Institute, Prof. Verschuer of the University 
of Frankfort, and Prof. Hellpach of Heidelberg. 

In opposition to views put forward by German 
delegates on 'purity' of race and 'nordization', Prof. 
Boas, basing his remarks on the experience of half 
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a century, contended that a definition of race more 
in accord with realities was an urgent necessity. In 
even the most inbred populations there were family 
lines of descent which included different genetic 
characters, while in every family line were frequently 
included individuals of most diverse genetic types. 
There was, he maintained, no population which from 
the racial point of view was so uniform as to be con
sidered either anatomically or physiologically a unity. 
The different groups of the white races so far resemble 
one another that often extremes of the same type are 
more diverse than the means of two different types. 
He stressed the influence of environment, and showed 
how, in the United States, attitude and gesture, which 
have been said to be determined by race, were modified 
in the American-born descendants of immigrants. 

Prof. J. Brutzkus dealt with the racial bearing of 
his research on the blood groups of Jews, which he 
said pointed to a differentiation of four types : 
Semitic, Western European, Mixed Eastern European 
and Mongoloid. Further, this differentiation corre
sponds with the differentiation of head-form. The 
diversity of Jewish types is due on one side to the 
crossing of the Semitic type with the proselytes of 
the Roman Empire, and on the other with those of 
the Khozar. He maintained that according to the 
evidence of the blood group the Jews of Berlin are 
more purely European than the Germans themselves, 
while the Jews of the Crimea and the Caucasus are 
more purely Asiatic than the autochthonous Tartars. 

The fundamental principle of racial doctrines was 
attacked by Dr. of Prague, who maintained 
that recent research among the most remote peoples 
in Europe and the most primitive in other parts of 
the world had shown that the doctrine of the per
sistence and immutability of racial type was un
tenable. The claim to a superiority of racial type 
was based on the desire to dominate. In conclusion, 
he suggested a world-wide collaboration of scientific 
institutions, concentrating on the investigation of the 
problems of race. 

This proposal was strongly condemned by Prof. J. 
Thurnwald of Berlin, who maintained that no man 
of science was capable of considering any scientific 
problem whatsoever without importing into his con
clusions elements which were the immutable outcome 
of his race. 

Considerable discussion was also aroused by a 
communication from Dr. Ritter on the racial com
position of the gipsies of Central Europe, in which 
it was shown that their mixed racial character 
justified the measures of 'purification' which had 
been taken by the Third Reich. This contention was 
opposed by Dr. Brutzkus, who maintained that the 
"Bohemians" were the most authentic and the 
purest descendants of the Aryan race. 

Debate became particularly lively in discussion of 
the report on "The Eugenics of Mental Disease", 
presented by Prof. Rudin, in which the necessity 
was urged for the sterilization of all persons !mown 
to be affected by hereditary disease. Prof. Schneerson 
argued in opposition that it had been proved that 
certain men of genius descended from families subject 
to hereditary disease, while they themselves were 
often abnormal, quoting the cases of Dostoiewski and 
Nietzsche. The doctrine of mental eugenics meant 
the elimination of outstanding personalities and in 
the end the lowering of the intellectual standard of 
humanity. The increase in mental disease, notwith
standing the progress of medical science, was due 
to the increased nervous tension of modern life, and 
suggested a remedy in the improvement of material 
and social conditions. The surest eugenic measure 
was the instinct of love. Any other detracts from the 
dignity of man and deprives him of all his faculties of 
intellectual and moral progress. The proposals of 
the report were also criticized by Prof. Beck of 
Prague, who pointed to the contradiction inherent 
in the application of all racial doctrine and theories 
of "the blood", which while imputing insubordination 
to the law of the blood, maintained that a blind 
racial destiny imposed a determinism, which denied 
freedom of will to adopt such measures of eugenics 
as would foster the intellectual advancement of the 
species-the voluntaryist conception of the problem. 

Among other communications may be mentioned 
Mme. Haiser (Amsterdam) on the effects of environ
ment on the sounds of language, and Dr. Schreider's 
report on biometric investigations among the Otomi 
of Mexico. The proceedings of the section closed 
with a full session devoted to consideration of a 
masterly report by Mlle. Weinberg on "Differential 
Biometry and Biotypology in the Classification of 
Individuals and Groups''. 

The Central (Native) Medical School, Suva, Fiji 
By Sir James Barrett, K.B.E: 

rrHE major problem in the attempt by a civilized 
nation to develop people who, by our standards, 

are regarded as backward, is the control of disease 
and the preservation of health. 

It is difficult of solution for several reasons. The 
native is not inclined to co-operate, as he does not 
understand-and finds it difficult to understand
the mode of thought and the technique of the 
European medical officers. The employment of many 
European medical officers is economically impossible, 
hence the training of the native himself is essential. 
Knowing the language, customs and mode of thought 
of his countrymen, he can effect changes which 
otherwise would be out of the question. For these 
reasons the Central (Native) Medical School at Suva, 

Fiji, furnishes a great object lesson, since it repre
sents a sincere and successful attempt to apply the 
principles of Western medicine to Polynesians, 
Melonesians and (now) Indians in the South Pacific. 
Like most British institutions, the growth has been 
gradual and the adaptation to needs has been 
effected as occasion arose. 

The Principal Medical Officer in Fiji in 1885-Dr. 
Coney--obtained the passage of an ordinance pro
viding that any native student who had received 
hospital training and practice for three years and 
been examined in medicine and surgery might be 
enrolled as a nat.ive medical practitioner. There was 
no medical school building and the training was 
effected at the Colonial Hospital, Suva. In 1900 a 
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