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News and Views 

Sir Denison Ross, C.I.E. 

THE retirement of Sir E. Denison Ross from the 
office of director of the School of Oriental Studies in 
the University of London, which he has held since 
the establishment of the School in 1916, has evoked 
nwnerous tributes of appreciation of his work as 
scholar and administrator, as well as of personal 
regard, which culminated at the dinner at which he 
was entertained as guest of honour on July 26. The 
fact that seven thousand students have passed 
through the School in the twenty-one years of its 
existence is sufficiently impre&l3ive, when it is re
membered that before it came mto being there were 
virtually no facilities for oriental studies in London ; 
but these figures give only a very imperfect idea of 
the importance of the School as an Imperial asset. 
By adding Africa and its languages to the Orient in 
the stricter sense of the term, the School not only 
covers a broader field of scholarship than any other 
single institution of its kind, but it has also become 
a much valued, and indeed an essential agency in the 
training of officials, missionaries and others, whose 
life-work is, or will be, among the less advanced races 
of the Empire. This breadth of outlook and sense of 
public responsibility in the orientation of academic 
studies is largely due to the qualities and experience 
which Sir Denison Ross brought to the task of 
organizing and developing the work of the School. 
After a grounding in the study of oriental languages 
at Paris and Strasbourg, he travelled extensively in 
the Near, Middle and Far East, and acquired a 
knowledge of Asiatic languages and cultures no less 
extensive. This may be seen in his published works, 
which range from critical works of scholarship to 
appreciations of art and literature. Perhaps not the 
least scientifically interesting is a polyglot list of birds 
in Turki, Manchu and Chinese. No less important, 
however, than his gift of tongues was his educational 
and administrative experience during his thirteen 
years in Calcutta, which had proved and strengthened 
his ability to arouse enthusiasm for Oriental scholar
ship in others. 

Prof. C. G. Cullis 
AT the end of last year, Prof. C. G. Cullis retired 

from the chair of mining geology which he had held 
at the Imperial College of Science and Technology, 
London, since 1930. He became a student demon
strator in the Geological Department of the College 
so long ago as 1890, and was thus a member of the 
staff for nearly half a century, having been professor 
of mineralogy before he was appointed to the chair 
of mining geology. Prof. Cullis's former colleagues 
and students, many of whom are scattered over all 
parts of the world, recently assembled at the College 
to present an album to him containing their signa
tures, and to record their appreciation of his work 
and influence. In this tribute the subscribers say : 

"Generations of students will ever remember Pro
fessor Cullis as the ideal university lecturer. To few 
is given the skill to expound with such grace and 
effect the great truths of geology. We know the 
labour that is necessary for the attainment of ap
parent ease and simplicity : and here we see an apt 
example of ars est celare artem. But not only as a. 
teacher will his students remember him : as a wise 
friend and mentor he was always accessible, and 
expert alike in directing their studies and in helping 
them to find their feet in the great world outside the 
College." In addition to the album, a cheque for the 
balance of the fund subscribed was presented to 
Prof. Cullis and a handsome electric clock to Mrs. 
Cullis and him jointly. Prof. Cullis has presented 
the cheque to the Governing Body of the College, 
with the suggestion that the income accruing from it 
should be used for the benefit of the mining geology 
department or students at the discretion of the 
professors of geology and mining geology department 
with the rector. The Governors have accepted this gift, 
and have resolved that the name of Prof. Cullis 
should be associated with the fund. 

The Promotion of Peace 
A petition to His Majesty's Government has been 

signed by a large number of distinguished people 
urging the Government to seek to avert the calamity 
of war by promoting an international inquiry into 
the fundamental causes of rivalry and unrest among 
the nations. The petition urges His Majesty's 
Ministers to take the initiative in this matter by 
inviting all other fully self-governing States, Dom
inions or Colonies to combine with Great Britain 
on equal terms in setting up expert commissions to 
ascertain and report upon the basic facts in regard 
to such questions as access to raw materials, and 
world markets, colonial development and the problem 
of surplus populations, foreign loans and credits, 
trade restrictions and international exchange. The 
signatories affirm their belief that if Great Britain 
showed an earnest desire to solve these problems, 
with full and impartial consideration of all just 
claims, her example would encourage the establish
ment of confidence and good wiiJ among the peoples 
of the world. 

THE signatories of this petition include many heads 
of universities and colleges, more than one hundred 
fellows of the Royal Society, nearly as many dis
tinguished writers as well as the archbishops, bishops 
and other Church leaders, and a number of members 
of Parliament. Representatives, individuals of all 
parties and officials of a large number of important 
organizations of all kinds throughout the country, 
have added their signatures, indicating the remark
able and extensive support which a representative 
body of opinion is prepared to afford the British 
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Government in the role of world peace-m aker. The 
action already taken by the League of Nations, and 
approved by the Government, in promoting an 
inquiry into raw materials is obviously in line with 
the wishes of the signatories. The first essential step 
is to establish the facts in these matters beyond 
dispute, and the wisdom and urgency of this step are 
the more obvious in view of the refusal of certain 
countries to participate. If, in spite of such refusal, 
the British Government resolutely persists in a 
search for some way of reconciling the conflicting 
claims of different countries, convincing proof will be 
afforded of Great Britain's desire to promote peace 
based on a foundation .;;ecure because it is just. 

Belfast Meeting of the British Medical Association 
THE British Medical Association held its one 

hundred and fifth annual meeting at Belfast last 
week under the presidency of Prof. R. J. Johnstone, 
professor of gynrecology in the Queen's University of 
Belfast. The main theme of his presidential address, 
entitled "Some Thoughts on Medical Education", 
was medical education, undergraduate and post
graduate. As a university teacher and member of 
the General Medical Council, Prof. Johnstone was 
able to speak with authority from practical ex
perience. He said that the critic of medical education 
generally assumes that the teachers should, at the 
end of the five years curriculum, turn out the 
general practitioner as a finished product, and 
blames them if they do not do so, although no one 
expects a finished surgeon, anatomist or pathologist 
at the end of this period. The specialist must know 
almost everything about his subject, the general 
practitioner must know something about almost 
every medical subject, and the course the latter has 
to pursue cannot be less difficult than that needed 
by the former . Although clinical study must have a 
considerable place in the education of the under
graduate, it is a fallacy to consider that clinical 
training is the be-ail and end-all of medical education. 
There must be an adequate background of human 
anatomy, physiology and pathology provided by 
medical education. Prof. Johnstone also alluded to 
the existence of dreary lectures and dull teachers, 
and suggested that courses of instruction in the art 
of lecturing might be instituted for those appointed 
to teaching posts. 

Nutritional Requirements of Pregnancy 
AT a joint meeting of the Sections of Obstetrics 

and Gynrecology and Nutrition, a discussion took 
place on the nutritional requirements of pregnancy. 
Sir Robert McCarrison said that the food essentials 
needed by the prospective mother are, in order of 
precedence : (l) milk and milk products; (2) whole 
or lightly milled cereals, particularly good whole
meal or standard bread, and oatmeal; (3) green and 
leafy vegetables; (4) root vegetables, particularly 
potatoes, carrots and onions ; ( 5) fruit, including the 
tomato; (6) pulses; (7) eggs; (8) meat, including 
fish, fowl and glandular organs. To these should be 
added, in Great Britain, a daily teaspoonful dose of 
cod liver oil ; a portion of yeast extract is a wise 

precaution. Dame Louise Mcilroy also stressed the 
value of fresh fruit and vegetables, herrings and 
wholemeal bread. She suggested that lessons and 
demonstrations in the preparation and storage of 
food might well form a part of the work of ante
natal clinics. Other speakers also emphasized the 
importance of an adequate supply of vitamins during 
pregnancy. The incidence of puerperal pyrexia 
seems to be diminished by these means. 

Maiden Castle, Dorchester: Excavations in 1937 
ExcA v AriON!'? have now been resumed at Maiden 

Castle, Dorchester, under the direction of Dr. R. E. 
Mortimer Wheeler and Colonel C. D . Drew on behalf 
of the Society of Antiquaries and the Dorset Natural 
History and Archreological Society (The Times, 
July 26). Three areas are to be explored in the 
coming season. At the eastern entrance, the unex
pected discoveries made last autumn towards the 
close of last season's work will further examined. 
These earlier fortifications, partly of masonry and 
dating from the third century B.c., which were found 
beneath the earthworks screening the entrance, 
include two outer gateways, which with the inner 
gateway constitute a complex plan hitherto unknown 
in prehistoric fortifications. Outside these are areas 
in which iron was smelted and burials took place. 
The latter should afford further evidence of the 
physical characters of the inhabitants, who according 
to the skeletons found last year were of a small build. 
Within the fort, investigations will be directed firstly 
to the Neolithic trenches found last year near the 
temple, which may have been part of the inner 
defensive system of the Neolithic partial occupation 
of c. 2000 B.c. ; and secondly to the original western 
entrance, which was found in December las t, but 
was not then explored. This last is marked by a gap 
in the rampart, which shows the original western 
limit of the castle, and should reveal the plan of the 
e11-rliest gateway known. The first important discovery 
of the· season is that of approach roads diverging in a 
north-easterly and south-east erly direction, which 
were superseded and abandoned in the first century 
B.c. and are thus among the earliest metalled roads 
known in Britain 

Evidence of Early Nlan at Bethlehem 
To the antiquities from Tell Duweir on view at 

the Wellcome Research Institution (see NATURE, 
July 17, p. 99) have been added, since the opening 
of the exhibition, finds from the Bethlehem Bone 
Beds, which are being excavated by the Wellcome 
Marston Archreological Research Expedition to the 
Near East. The work of investigation is being carried 
out by Miss D. Bate and Miss E. Gardner. The great 
pit, from the clays of which these finds are derived, 
appears to be a swallow hole. Rock has been reached 
on two sides, while on the third side what appears 
to be only a thin sheet of sloping deposits remains; 
but until bottom has been reached the exact form 
cannot be determined. There are indications that the 
cavity may fork as deposits are followed further. 
Among the animal remains found in 1937, the most 
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