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Sir Denison Ross, C.I.E. 

THE retirement of Sir E. Denison Ross from the 
office of director of the School of Oriental Studies in 
the University of London, which he has held since 
the establishment of the School in 1916, has evoked 
nwnerous tributes of appreciation of his work as 
scholar and administrator, as well as of personal 
regard, which culminated at the dinner at which he 
was entertained as guest of honour on July 26. The 
fact that seven thousand students have passed 
through the School in the twenty-one years of its 
existence is sufficiently impre&l3ive, when it is re
membered that before it came mto being there were 
virtually no facilities for oriental studies in London ; 
but these figures give only a very imperfect idea of 
the importance of the School as an Imperial asset. 
By adding Africa and its languages to the Orient in 
the stricter sense of the term, the School not only 
covers a broader field of scholarship than any other 
single institution of its kind, but it has also become 
a much valued, and indeed an essential agency in the 
training of officials, missionaries and others, whose 
life-work is, or will be, among the less advanced races 
of the Empire. This breadth of outlook and sense of 
public responsibility in the orientation of academic 
studies is largely due to the qualities and experience 
which Sir Denison Ross brought to the task of 
organizing and developing the work of the School. 
After a grounding in the study of oriental languages 
at Paris and Strasbourg, he travelled extensively in 
the Near, Middle and Far East, and acquired a 
knowledge of Asiatic languages and cultures no less 
extensive. This may be seen in his published works, 
which range from critical works of scholarship to 
appreciations of art and literature. Perhaps not the 
least scientifically interesting is a polyglot list of birds 
in Turki, Manchu and Chinese. No less important, 
however, than his gift of tongues was his educational 
and administrative experience during his thirteen 
years in Calcutta, which had proved and strengthened 
his ability to arouse enthusiasm for Oriental scholar
ship in others. 

Prof. C. G. Cullis 
AT the end of last year, Prof. C. G. Cullis retired 

from the chair of mining geology which he had held 
at the Imperial College of Science and Technology, 
London, since 1930. He became a student demon
strator in the Geological Department of the College 
so long ago as 1890, and was thus a member of the 
staff for nearly half a century, having been professor 
of mineralogy before he was appointed to the chair 
of mining geology. Prof. Cullis's former colleagues 
and students, many of whom are scattered over all 
parts of the world, recently assembled at the College 
to present an album to him containing their signa
tures, and to record their appreciation of his work 
and influence. In this tribute the subscribers say : 

"Generations of students will ever remember Pro
fessor Cullis as the ideal university lecturer. To few 
is given the skill to expound with such grace and 
effect the great truths of geology. We know the 
labour that is necessary for the attainment of ap
parent ease and simplicity : and here we see an apt 
example of ars est celare artem. But not only as a. 
teacher will his students remember him : as a wise 
friend and mentor he was always accessible, and 
expert alike in directing their studies and in helping 
them to find their feet in the great world outside the 
College." In addition to the album, a cheque for the 
balance of the fund subscribed was presented to 
Prof. Cullis and a handsome electric clock to Mrs. 
Cullis and him jointly. Prof. Cullis has presented 
the cheque to the Governing Body of the College, 
with the suggestion that the income accruing from it 
should be used for the benefit of the mining geology 
department or students at the discretion of the 
professors of geology and mining geology department 
with the rector. The Governors have accepted this gift, 
and have resolved that the name of Prof. Cullis 
should be associated with the fund. 

The Promotion of Peace 
A petition to His Majesty's Government has been 

signed by a large number of distinguished people 
urging the Government to seek to avert the calamity 
of war by promoting an international inquiry into 
the fundamental causes of rivalry and unrest among 
the nations. The petition urges His Majesty's 
Ministers to take the initiative in this matter by 
inviting all other fully self-governing States, Dom
inions or Colonies to combine with Great Britain 
on equal terms in setting up expert commissions to 
ascertain and report upon the basic facts in regard 
to such questions as access to raw materials, and 
world markets, colonial development and the problem 
of surplus populations, foreign loans and credits, 
trade restrictions and international exchange. The 
signatories affirm their belief that if Great Britain 
showed an earnest desire to solve these problems, 
with full and impartial consideration of all just 
claims, her example would encourage the establish
ment of confidence and good wiiJ among the peoples 
of the world. 

THE signatories of this petition include many heads 
of universities and colleges, more than one hundred 
fellows of the Royal Society, nearly as many dis
tinguished writers as well as the archbishops, bishops 
and other Church leaders, and a number of members 
of Parliament. Representatives, individuals of all 
parties and officials of a large number of important 
organizations of all kinds throughout the country, 
have added their signatures, indicating the remark
able and extensive support which a representative 
body of opinion is prepared to afford the British 
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