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Intellectual Co-operation and International Science 

A JOINT meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the International Council of Scientific Unions 

and of the Scientific Experts C ornrnittee of the 
International Organization of Intellectual Co-opera
tion was held on July 9-10, at the International 
Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, in Paris. 

Representing the Executive Committee of the 
Council were : Prof. C. Fabry, chairman of the 
Council; Prof. H. R. Kruyt, vice-president; Prof. 
D. B. Nemec; Prof. F. J. M. Stratton, general 
secretary of the Council; E. Esclangon, representing 
the International Union of Astronomy; Jean Gerard, 
representing the International Union of Chemistry; 
General Perrier and Brigadier H. St. J. L. ·winter
botharn, representing the International Union of 
Geodesy and Geophysics ; General Bourgeois and 
E. J. Voute, representing the International Union of 
Geography; Profs. Abraham and A. Cotton, repre
senting the International Union of Physics; and 
Dr. M. J. Sirks, representing the International Union 
of Biological Sciences. The Committee of Scientific 
Experts included : Prof. Cabrera, chairman of ijhe 
Committee and professor of theoretical physics at tlie 
University of Madrid ; Prof. Biatobrzeski, professor 
of theoretical physics in the University of Warsaw; 
Prof. F. A. E. Crew, director of the Institute of 
Genetics at the University of Edinburgh; Prof. P. 
Langevin, professor of experimental physics in the 
College de France ; Prof. Ch. Maurain, dean of the 
Faculty of Sciences of the University of Paris; Prof. 
Hany M. Miller, professor of zoology in Saint Louis 
University ; Prof. M. Plancherel, professor of mathe
matics in the Polytechnic Federal School of Zurich ; 
Prof. A. A. J. de Sigmond, professor of agricultural 
chemistry in the Palatin Joseph University of 
Technical and Economical Sciences, Budapest ; and 
Prof. E. Spath, rector of the University of Vienna. 

This meeting is the result of several years negotia
tions between the International Council of Scientific 
Unions and the International Organization of In
tellectual Co-operation, the outcome of which was the 
approval by the assemblies of the two organizations of 
the draft agreement prepared by a joint committee of 
representatives of the Council of Scientific Unions 
and of the Interna"tional Committee on Intellectual 
Co-operation. 

The agreement lays down in detail the manner in 
which the two institutions are to collaborate. The 

International Council of Scientific 'Gnions will 
henceforward act as the advisory body to the Intel
lectual Co-operation Organization on questions of a 
scient-ific character, while the latter will be consulted 
by the Council on all international matters concerning 
the organization of scientific work. The executive 
organs of the Intellectual Co-operation Organization 
will provide the secretariat for the committees to be 
appointed by the Council, the president of which will 
ex officio attend plenary meetings of the Committee 
on Intellectual Co-operation at which the sciences 
are discussed ; a representative of the Intellectual 
Co-operation Organization will take part in 
the meetings of the Executive Committee of the 
Council. 

One of the aims of the meeting of July 9-IO was 
the signing of this agreement by the presidents of 
the two organizations, Prof. Gilbert Murray and 
Prof. C. Fabry. It also dealt with a number of other 
questions, among which are : the analysis of the 
scientific programme of the Organization of Intel
lectual Co-operation, that is, co-ordination in the 
matter of scientific research (financial aid, collabora
tion with the scientific unions for the preparation of 
small co-ordinating committees, publication of reports 
on the progress made in each branch of science) ; 
scientific bibliographies (transcription of the titles 
and the names of authors of scientific works written 
in a language that does not use Roman characters, 
and compilation of a bibliography of scientific works 
published in such languages); 'scientific conversa
tions' the first of which will deal with "the general 
consequences of deep alterations that have taken 
place in physics concerning the principles of the 
explanation of the natural phenomena", etc. . . . 

The Committee has also studied the programme 
and methods of the International Council of Scientifie 
Unions and examined several new proposals received 
by the Organization of Intellectual Co-operation, 
among which are the publication of old scientific 
manuscripts and the question of the co-ordination 
of work in the study of physical constants. 

It is necessary to emphasize the importance of the 
signing of the agreement by the presidents of the two 
organizations. It marks the beginning of a practical 
collaboration removing all possibility of overlapping. 
and having as a result the development of a definite 
program1ne. 

New Chemistry Laboratories at Birmingham 

THE new A. E. Hills Laboratories, which form a 
most valuable extension of the Department of 

Chemistry in the University of Birmingham, were 
formally opened by the donor (Mr. A. E. Hills) on 
July 7. The pro-chancellor (Mr. Walter Barrow) 
expressed the gratitude of the University to Mr. 
Hills for his generosity in giving £50,000 to build 
the laboratories, as well as a further gift of £25,000 
for postgraduate scholarships. Benefactions by 
Birmingham donors have provided a further £7,700 
for equipment (including £4,200 from Cadbury Bros. 
and £2,000 from W. Canning and Co.) 

The opening address was given by Sir Frederick 
Gowland Hopkins, who remarked that every en
couragement given to chemistry increases the 
possibility of discoveries of universal value. The 
thoughts of physicists and that of chemists, which 
have been separate, are corning nearer together, and 
the help which chemistry has given to physics in the 
past is to-day being handsomely repaid ; though 
there is still an inherent distinction between the 
modes of thought of the chemist and physicist 
which is of mutual advantage in their collabora
tion. 
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