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News and 

H.M. the Queen and the University of Edinburgh 
AT a special graduation ceremonial on July 8, the 

Serratus Academicus of the University of Edinburgh 
conferred on Her Majesty the Queen the honorary 
degree of doctor of laws. The degree was conferred 
by the vice-chancellor, Sir Thomas Holland, who 
expressed to Her Majesty the thanks of the Univer
sity. In her reply, Her Majesty said, "I thank you, 
Mr. Vice -Chancellor, for the very kind words with 
which you have admitted me to-day to your Roll of 
Honour, and I assure you that I deeply appreciate 
the distinction which the University of Edinburgh 
has conferred upon me. As a Scotswoman I know the 
high value which my fellow-countrymen set upon 
education, and the important part which a university 
such as this plays in the civic and national life. It is 
very gratifying, therefore, to me to feel that as a 
member of this great University I am connected with 
so important a centre of Scottish life and thought. 
It is my earnest hope that this ancient foundation 
will long continue to prosper, and I can assure you 
that its interest will always lie very close to my 
heart." Among those present were the Right Ron. 
Ramsay MacDonald, and Prof. J. Graham Kerr, 
two of the members of Parliament for the Scottish 
Universities. 

Sir David Prain, C.M.G., C.I.E., F.R.S. 
SciENTIFIC workers in general and botanists in 

particular will join in congratulations and good 
wishes to Sir David Frain on the occasion of his 
eightieth birthday, which he celebrated on July 11. 
Sir David Frain's career as a botanist began with his 
appointment as curator to the Calcutta Herbarium 
some fifty years ago. After twenty-one years' dis
tinguished service to the cause of botany, both pure 
and applied, in India, Sir David was appointed to 
the directorship of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
a post which he occupied no less successfully for 
seventeen years. On the present occasion, however, 
we think not merely of his many services to the 
welfare of science but also of his personality that has 
gained for him both the esteem and the affection of his 
colleagues. It wa.-; this personality and his wise 
council that rendered Sir David so eminently suc
cessful during his presidency of the Linnean Society 
and of the Imperial Botanical Congress, and caused 
him to be in so great demand as a chairman. That 
his kindly charm and valued advice may be long 
spared to us will be the wish of all his colleagues. 

Prof. R. M. Gordon 

PRoF. R. M. CoRDON, professor of tropical diseases 
of Africa in the Uni\·ersity of Liverpool, has been 
awarded the Chalmers Medal of the Royal Society 
of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, which is given 
annually for rPsearch of outstanding merit in tropical 

Views 

medicine or hygiene. It is one of the conditions of 
the award that the recipient should be less than 
forty-five years of age. Prof. Gordon's first ex
perience of medical research in the tropics was in 
Brazil, where he worked for several years on the 
Amazon, in the laboratory at Manaos directed by 
the late Dr. Wolferstan Thomas. After this, he was 
transferred to the staff of the Sir Alfred Jones research 
laboratory in Sierra Leone, West Africa, where he 
has since remained. In 1929 he became director of 
that laboratory, and in 1930 the University of Liver
pool elected him to the chair of tropical diseases of 
Africa. Prof. Gordon has not been in the fortunate 
position of being able to select a subject and settle 
down for a long period of years o( quiet research, in 
a specially equipped laboratory, aided by well-trained 
laboratory assistants, and free from administrative 
and financial worries. On the contrary, he has at 
all times had to carry out many routine duties and 

had distracting difficulties and responsibilities 
with which to contend. When it is remembered also 
that the whole of his research has been conducted in 
the trying climate of the worst parts of the tropics, 
it is a great testimony to his initiative and per
severance that he has succeeded in maintaining a 
standard of work which compares so well with that 
of colleagues working in much more fayourable 
circumstances. 

DR. GoRDON's first publication was from South 
America, in the year 1921, and dealt with an experi
mental investigation into the feeding habits of 
Stegomyia calopus. In 1922 he published a record of 
the ancylostomes collected at sixty-seven autopsies; 
it· ,vas this early interest in the subject which Jed 
soon after to the publication from Sierra Leone in 
1925 of a very important paper "On the effect of 
Ancylostome, Ascaris and Trichuris infection on the 
health of the West African natives". In bilharziasis, 
which constitutes a serious menace in large areas of 
Sierra Leone, as in many other parts of the tropics 
and sub-tropics, he has made notable advances by 
the discovery of a focus of Bilharzia mansoni infec
tion, and by a very complete experimental study of 
the mode of transmission, and of the much debated 
question of the anatomy of the cercarire. His contri
bution to the study of malaria in many of its aspects, 
especially as it affects pregnant women in endemic 
areas, and to the subject of metazoan immunity, 
assume the greater value the more research on these 
subjects advances. His latest paper records the 
discovery of typhus fever in W est Africa., a discover·y 
which is clearly destined to have far-reaching results. 
His investigations into the distribution and bionomics 
of anopheline mosqnitces in the Freetown area, 
carried on steadily now for many years, have yielded 
and will yield valuable dat.a. applicable to similar 
regions throughout the tropics. 
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