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established by conversion into corresponding benz
a.nthrones and examination of the methylation 
product@ of the latter. The formation of hydroxy
a.nthra.cenes, -dianthrones, -dianthraquinones, -di
anthraquinonyls and -helianthrones also was investi
gated and the constitutions of these compounds 
established. 

Perkin's original papers, including those published 
in the Proceedings of the Chemical Society, all of which 
did not appear afterwards more comprehensively in 
the TrartBactions, exceeded 270. He was also author 
of numerous articles on natural colouring matters in 
"Thorpe's Dictionary of Applied Chemistry", and, 
in collaboration with Dr. A. E. Everest, he published 
the classical monograph "The Natural Organic 
Colouring Matters" in 1918. 

Perkin was elected a fellow of the Institute of 
Chemistry in 1887, a fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh in 1893, a fellow of the Royal Society in 
1903, and was awarded the Davy Medal of the Royal 
Society in 1924. He was also a vice-president of the 
Society of Dyers a.nd Colourists, and a. member of 
the Biochemical Society, the Chemical Society, the 
Pha.rma.oeutice.l Society, Society of Chemical Industry, 
the Textile Institute, and the Livery of the Worshipful 
Company of Leathersellers. 

In 1916, Perkin succeeded A. G. Green as professor 
of colour chemistry and dyeing in the University of 
Leeds. During the Great War he carried out investiga
tions for the Ministry of Munitions, and also directed 
the work on intermediates and synthetic dyes carried 
out by the colony of research chemists of British 
Dyes Ltd. in his Department. 

During his professorship, Perkin did much to widen 
the fundamental education of his undergraduates and 
to enhance the reputation of his Department as a 
scientific training ground for recruits for the dyestuffs, 
dyeing and allied industries. The very large number 
of students who entered for courses in colour chemistry 
and dyeing in the immediate post-War years were 
attracted at least as much by the opportunity of 
working under him as by the popular appeal of these 
subjects at that time. His students were very success
ful in securing appointments on completion of their 
courses and most of them now occupy important 
positions in industry. 

Perkin exerted a profound, but unobtrusive, 
influence on his colleagues and students. He was a 
very gentle man with a most charming and lovable 
personality. He did most of his work with his own 
hands, and it was a privilege to observe him at work 
in his laboratory. He was not only a great chemist 
in his generation, but also he was so imbued with a 
passionate zeal for unravelling the secrets of Nature 
that all who came in contact with him were inspired 
by his pioneering spirit. 

On his retirement in 1926, Perkin was accorded 
the title of emeritus professor, and in 1927 the 
University of Leeds conferred upon him the degree 
of D.Sc., honoris causa. In fact, he never retired, 
for he continued to prosecute his researches with
out any interruption in the professor's laboratory 
in the Colour Chemistry and Dyeing Department of 
the University of Leeds until his health began to 

fail in February this year. At that time he was 
endeavouring to determine the constitution of a green 
vat dye which he had obtained some years previously 
by heating the hydroxylated anthranol, derived from 
alizarin, with tetrachlorothiophen and an alkylating 
agent. 

Perkin was well known in the Isle of Man, for many 
years spending all vacations at his house at Port 
Erin, and he was a governor of King William's 
College. He was very fond of animals and took the 
greatest interest in his dogs, his pony and his tortoise. 
He also inherited a great love of music, and was an 
accomplished performer on the flute and bassoon ; 
he was a leading member of amateur orchestras in 
Yorkshire. He married Annie, daughter of the late 
J. E. Bedford, of Leeds, who survives him. There 
were no children. 

E. J. CRoss 
F.M. RoWE. 

Prof. S. H. Langdon, F .B.A. 
THE study of Assyriology must nowadays be held 

to embrace, in principle, the whole of the archreology, 
history, culture and languages of ancient western 
Asia. In this immense field the labourers are still 
few, and no country can at present boast more than 
a handful of them. The loss . of any one is therefore 
serious, since replacement, much less reinforcement, 
is problematical. That loss is the more sensible 
when so active a worker as Prof. S. H. Langdon, 
professor of Assyriology in the University of Oxford, 
is withdrawn by death, on May 19, at the early age 
of sixty-one years. 

Since the boundaries of the study have been so 
vastly extended by recent discovery, it hp.s become 
inevitable in Assyriology, as in other sciences, that a 
man should specialize. Langdon's chosen branch was 
Sumerian, the primitive language of Babylonia, 
virtually extinct by the end of the third millennium 
B.c., but of paramount importance as belonging to 
a people who have been revealed, time and again, 
as the originators of most of the vital elements in the 
whole pre,Hellenic culture of western Asia. At the 
time when Langdon was beginning his career, 
knowledge of this language had scarcely passed the 
stage of entire dependence upon the translations 
furnished in bilingual texts by late Assyrian scribes, 
while the scepticism of Halevy still preoccupied the 
minds of many. Some of Langdon's early work, how
ever, was devoted to the Sumerian religious texts 
without Semitic translation which have survived in 
large numbers, and because of their great difficulty 
of interpretation still remain to-day among the 
obscurest parts of the literature written in cuneiform. 

This observation is, of course, in itself a criticism of 
Langdon's achievement, for throughout his working life 
it was upon these texts that his abundant energy was 
mainly concentrated ; editions of the originals and 
translations make up a large part of his bibliography, 
whereas few of his contemporaries cared to venture 
upon so hazardous a ground. But it must be owned 
that, in the editions, his copies were not always of 
the most reliable, and" that he failed to detect this 
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and other faults in his translations (though never 
unready to admit mistakes) chiefly because of a 
certain lack in comprehension of the practical sense of 
a phrase or of a text, and this allowed him too often 
to put forward merely verbal translations. It must 
be remembered, however, that some of the literature 
to which he devoted himself is jejune in content, and 
must necessarily look rather absurd in the baldness 
of translation. How carefully he had prepared him
self for this work is shown by his "Sumerian Grammar" 
(19ll), which, if it cannot be said to have marked a 
decisive advance, has the credit of being the first 
full-length treatment of the subject. 

To the study of the Akkadian (Semitic) language, 
which is better known, Langdon's contributions were 
less copious. But he has to his credit at least one 
book which is still a standard work of reference, 
"Die neubabylonischen Konigsinschriften" ( 1912) and, 
despite certain oddities, his "Babylonian Epic of 
Creation" (1923) contains much which subsequent 
translators have been glad to use. Besides one or 
two philological books of less importance he wrote 
in 1931 a general work on "Semitic Mythology" 
which, somewhat belying its name, drew very 
upon the Sumerian religious literature which he knew 
so well. But many will think that one of Langdon's 

most remarkable achievements was that he, essentially 
a man of the study who had hitherto shown little 
interest in archooology, seized the opportunity after 
the Great War to excavate in Iraq, and with great 
enthusiasm proposed, organized, and even raised part 
of the money for, an expedition which made important 
discoveries at Kish. He himself spent two seasons 
on the site, much to the detriment of his health, 
and afterwards began two series of volumes devoted 
to the archooological and epigraphical results of the 
work. In his latest years he often spoke of a Sumerian 
dictionary which he had long been preparing, and he 
had announced a future edition of the Assyrian texts 
upon which his recent Schweich lectures were based. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 
Prof. A. Erman, formerly director of the Egyptian 

Section of the Berlin Museum, and professor of 
Egyptology in the University, on June 26, aged 
eighty-three years. 

Dr. H. H. Jeffcott, secretary of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, on June 29. 

Prof. T. Mather, F.R.S., emeritus professor of 
electrical engineering in the City and Guilds (En
gineering) College, Imperial College of Science and 
Technology, on June 23, aged eighty-one years. 

News and Views 
Queen Mary and the Bodleian Extension 

QuEEN MARY was given a warm and affectionate 
welcome when, on June 25, in royal weather, she 
visited Oxford to lay the foundation-stone of the 
great Bodleian extension to be erected in Broad 
Street opposite the Clarendon Building. A special 
Convocation of members of the University was held 
in the Sheldonian Theatre to which the public were 
admitted without ticket, and which was so filled in 
every part that although no one was turned away, 
twenty more could not have been accommodated in 
comfort. There an address of thanks was presented 
to Queen Mary by the Chancellor, Lord Halifax, and 
the Vice-Chancellor, the Master of Balliol. They 
spoke of how proud Oxford is of its ancient, Bodleian 
library, and how urgent it is for the work now being 
done in all branches of teaching and research that 
it should be properly maintained and extended. The 
Queen then crossed Broad Street to a stand raised 
above the enormous hole in the ground which is at 
present the site. There was assembled another large 
party representative of Oxford life, academic and 
civic, and of those entrusted with the erection of the 
building, Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, the architect, was 
present. The Queen then laid the foundation-stone 
on which the following words have been inscribed : 

AEDIFICII NOVI BODLEIAN! 
HVNC PRIMVM LAPIDEM 
POSVIT MARIA REGINA 

REGIS GEORGII VI MATER 
DIE XXV MENS. IVN. A.D. MCMXXXVII 

Prof. F. Wood Jones, F.R.S. 

PRoF. FREDERIC WooD JoNEs, at present professor 
of anatomy in the University of Melbourne, has 
accepted an invitation to fill the chair of anatomy in 
the University of Manchester, in succession to Prof. 
J. S. B. Stopford, who has asked to be relieved of 
the duties of the chair, in view of the increasing 
responsibilities of his administrative work as vice
chancellor of the University. Prof. Wood Jones 
graduated in science in the University of London in 
1903, and in medicine and surgery in 1904. In 1910 
he was awarded the degree of D.Sc. in zoology of 
the University of London. He was elected to the 
Royal Society in 1925 and to the fellowship of the 
Royal College of Surgeons in 1930. Prof. Wood 
Jones has held professorial chairs in the London 
School of Medicine for Women (anatomy) and in the 
Universities of Adelaide (anatomy), and Hawaii 
(physical anthropology) in addition to the chair of 
anatomy at Melbourne, to which he was appointed 
in 1930. In 1932-33 he acted as temporary director 
of the Peiping Union Medical College. His experience 
in other fields includes the duties of a medical officer 
in the Far East, anthropologist to the Egyptian 
Government, and membership of the Archooological 
Survey of Nubia. On four occasions he has delivered 
the Arris and Gale Lectures of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. Among his numerous published works are 
"Coral and Atolls", "Arboreal Man", "The Mammals 
of South Australia" and "Man's Place among the 
Mammals". 
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