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India Dock Tavern, Blackwall, to Captain Grant and 
tha officers of the S.S. Berenice, which was being 
prepared to leave for India. This vessel was the first 
steamship for the East India Company contracted 
for by the famous engineer and shipbuilder Robert 
Napier (1791-1876), and her success had much to 
do with Napier being entrusted with the contracts 
for the earliest ships of the Cunard Company. The 
Berenice was 170 ft. long by 28·8 ft. broad and of 
646 tons with engines of 250 nominal horse power. 
She was a wooden paddle vessel ; her boilers working 
at a very low pressure were of copper and her engines 
were of the ordinary side-lever type. Leaving Fal
mouth on March 16, 1837, she reached Bombay on 
June 13, having called at Santa Cruz, Mayo, Fernando 
Po, Table Bay and Port Louis. Her average speed 
was about 8 knots. 

Therapeutic Use of Odours 

AT a meeting of the Medico-Botanical Society on 
February 22, 1837, reported in the Lancet of March 4, 
Dr. George G. Sigmond road a paper on odours. 
Though not now used therapeutically, the older 
physicians employed them, and, according to Dr. 
Sigmond, they might once again be found of service 
in medicine. Travellers, he remarked, who sleep in 
houses made of cinchona wood, escape intermittent 
fever, probably from the odour of sulphate of quinine. 
A similar odour has also relieved tic douloureux. 
In a work published by a pupil of Linnreus after the 
death of that eminent botanist, who, however, super
intended the construction of the volume, plants were 
divided into seven classes according to their smells 
as the aromatica, the fragrantia, etc., each odour 
having an action peculiar to itself, and some sugges
tions were made for imparting odours to scentless 
flowers through the roots, etc. 

Davenport's Invention of an Electric Motor 

ON February 25, 1837, Thomas Davenport 
(1802-51) secured a patent for an electric motor, the 
first of its kind taken out in the United States. 
Davenport was a blacksmith of Brandon, Vermont, 
who about 1833. with his friend Orange Smalley, 
began experimenting with magneto machines, unaware 
of what Henry had already accomplished. By 
December 1834 they had made a machine having 
twelve permanent magnets and two electromagnets 
connected through a form of commutator consisting 
of wires dipping into mercury cups to an electric 
battery. By May 1835 he had substituted for the 
mercury cups insulated segments on the lower part 
of the wheel shaft, which were rubbed by contact 
springs made of flattened wire. His new machine 
he showed to Henry at Princeton, and there saw 
Henry's own electromagnetic engine. 

On Henry's advice, Davenport showed his machine 
to Alexander Bache and to a group of men at the 
Franklin Institute, but being short of money, sold 
it to the Rensselaer Polvtechnic Institute for 30 
dollars. Encouraged by ··Prof. Eaton, he made a 
new machine adapted for traction purposes, and this 
was exhibited at Troy on October 14, 1835. He 
was joined by Ransom Cook, and new models were 
built and exhibited, and Davenport lodged a model 
and applied for a patent, but at the Patent Office 
fire of December 15, 1836, both model and papers 
'Were destroyed. Soon after this, however, he secured 
his patent of February 28, 1837, and his model is 

now preserved in the National Museum at Washing
ton. The inventor, however, reaped no reward for 
his ingenuity and died on July 6, 1851, on a small 
farm in Salisbury, Vermont. 

Faraday on Marshall Hall 

THE Lancet of February 25 contains the following 
note on a lecture delivered at the Royal Institution 
by Prof. Faraday on "Dr. Marshall Hall's Discoveries 
in the Nervous System" : "The principal feature in 
these discoveries appears to be the fact that in the 
medulla oblongata and the spinal marrow resides a 
function which is distinct from sensation and volition, 
and termed by Dr. Hall the reflex excito-motory 
function, from its generally proceeding along the 
nerves from the point of excitement to the spinal 
marrow, and being reflected from thence to some 
muscular organ. For this reason the seat of this class 
of action is called by him the excito-motory system. 
Muller, of Berlin, Mr. Faraday stated, has in a 
remarkable manner confirmed the truth of Dr. Hall's 
discoveries by a recent and separate investigation, 
although the former still confounds the nature of 
the function with sensation .... Mr. Faraday con
cluded by observing that Dr. Hall's views are original, 
all preceding physiologists having confounded the 
phenomena alluded to with sensation. The subject 
appears to have interested Mr. Faraday, as not 
improbably preparing the way for some future dis
covery relating to electricity as connected with the 
nervous system; for, as he said, the division of the 
nervous system into distinct portions was somewhat 
simplifying any investigation with regard to 
electricity, considered as a nervous agent." 

University Events 

CAMBRIDGE.-G. E. Briggs, of St. John's College, 
has been appointed reader in plant physiology. 

The Raymond Horton-Smith Prize awarded to 
that candidate for the degree of doctor of medicine 
who presents the best thesis for the degree during 
the year has been divided between Dr. F. Goldby, of 
Queens' College, and Dr. J. Gray. 

Mr. Thomas Dalling has been elected to tho pro
fessorship of animal pathology, in succession to Prof. 
J. B. Buxton, Queens' College, who resigned last term 
on being appointed principal of the Royal Veterinary 
College. 

Dr. R. G. W. Norrish, formerly fellow of Emmanuel 
College, H. 0. Jones lecturer in physical chemistry, 
has been elected to the professorship of physical 
chemistry vacant by the death of Prof. T. M. Lowry. 

OxFORD.-The Herbert Spencer Lecture for 1937 
will be given by Dr. Joseph Needham on May 27 at 
5 p.m. in the Examination Schools. The subject is : 
"Integrative Levels, a Revaluation of the Idea of 
Progress". 

Prof. The Svedberg, of Uppsala, will give two 
public lectures in English in the Museum, Oxford, at 
5 p.m. on February 26 and 11.15 a.m. on February 27, 
The subject is : "Sedimentation, Diffusion and 
Electrophoresis Technique for the Study of High
Molecular Compounds". 
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