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Oxford and Present Needs 1n Science 

FOR some time, the University of Oxford has 
been faced with the task of finding £500,000 

for pressing needs, largely connected with the 
extension of Bodley's library and prospective 
science and other buildings. It recently launched 
an appeal for help to its friends in Great Britain, 
in the Dominions and in the United States. The 
sum it is hoped to collect is about £1,000,000. 
Great trouble has been taken privately to make 
the need known to those capable of helping, and 
there is good hope that industry (now flourishing 
as rarely before), the surtax-payer, and the 
ordinary individual, between them, will find this 
large amount. 

While it is true that those who contribute jointly 
the last £50,000 are most blessed of all, it is good 
that already the first three hundred thousand 
pounds have been given or are in sight. It is 
hoped that as much as £150,000 will come from 
North America, despite the damage due to the 
Mississippi floods, which rightly makes a first 
claim on much of American generosity. The needs 
for this appeal are, of course, quite independent 
of those so handsomely met by Lord N uffield last 
year for the school of clinical research. They are 
very different needs and needs of long standing ; 
they cannot even indirectly be met out of the 
£2,000,000 provided by him . Lord Nuffield has 
recognized this point by generously subscribing a 
separate £100,000 to the present appeal. 

The money received is to be administered by a 
trust, so that it will be guarded from inroads for 
'general purposes', and devoted to the needs set 
out in the appeal. The extension of the Bodleian 
library will be the first charge on the fund ; the 
alteration or erection of buildings, mainly science 
buildings, will be the second. The rest of the 

money is to be used as capital or interest for 
developing research in any subject at all that looks 
promising, except such part of it as may have been 
earmarked at the wish of contributors. Oxford, 
while still highly cherished in our affections, is a 
changed place from the old days. It is now largely 
a University for the hard-working, middle-class 
student. Higher study and research have never 
been more ardently pursued over a wide field. 
In pure science for many years Oxford has done 
a large quantity of excellent work. With in
creased endowments for material in the physical 
sciences, and for men in the biological sciences, it 
could do much more without attempting to become 
a second Cambridge. 

The most urgent of the scientific needs is a new 
physics building for Prof. F. A. Lindemann. His 
department has grown rapidly of recent years and 
latterly has become almost intolerable in the 
Clarendon Laboratory, now more than seventy 
years old. Within the next three or four years it 
is proposed to erect nearby in the Parks a new 
physics institute, equipped for the studies now 
being prosecuted there, and to adapt the vacated 
building for the Department of Geology. That 
department has had to exist in cramped quarters 
within the University Museum, which dates from 
1860, and has suffered in recent years from the 
lack of leadership of its late head, who was in 
office until he was nearly ninety years of age. In 
the ampler space of the Clarendon Laboratory, with 
increased endowment, and with a new professor 
to be elected this term, this department should 
again take its rightful place in the University. 

The second great need is for a University 
Institute of Physical Chemistry. There is at 
present no such place. For years the whole of the 
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teaching and most of the research in this subject 
has been done in the college laboratories and 
cellars of Balliol, Trinity and Jesus Colleges. A 
fine spirit has been shown there and excellent work 
done-more, perhaps, than in many a university 
department with proper staff and ungrudged 
grants for material. But college laboratories are 
now at best makeshifts, rich only in improvisation. 
They are neither well endowed nor well equipped. 
They are small ; not everyone is free to enter 
them and work there. 

A new University building properly equipped 
and endowed is imperative, and it is fitting that 
Prof. C. N . Hinshelwood, who has succeeded Prof. 
Frederick Soddy as Dr. Lee's professor of inorganic 
and physical chemistry and is a leader of physical 
chemistry, should have as his place a proper 
official laboratory in which scattered researchers 
in this subject, collected from various parts of 
college and University buildings, may find a home. 
It is proposed to put up the building in the next 
four or five years in the Parks next to the Organic 
Chemistry Laboratory, if funds earmarked for it 
are forthcoming. 

These are the immediate needs. Next comes 
that ofthe Physiology Laboratory, which some day 

must be rebuilt. It was originally put up in 1884, 
and the recent growth of the medical school must 
soon make change in it very desirable. Something 
also should be done to endow the Museum of the 
History of Science. A donor who might jib at 
seeing his comparatively modest contribution swal
lowed up in the general total might like to in
dividualize it by helping this institution, which 
does good work on an exiguous income. It 
saves for the studies of future generations 
apparatus and other objects of historical value 
which might easily be lost in the midst of 
change. 

Mention must also be made of the need for an 
extension of the Ashmolean Museum and for funds 
for archreological research, and, what is likely to 
be of far-reaching significance in the future, for 
research in the study of human society, social 
studies and allied subjects such as anthropology. 

It is announced that the appeal has already 
produced a response averaging £2,000 a day. The 
promotion of the welfare and influence of the 
University of Oxford is worthy of the support of 
all who are concerned for the progress of learning 
in the present somewhat distracted state of world 
affairs. 

Inter-Imperial Co-operation in Scientific Research 

A s already pointed out in the leading article 
in NATURE of November 7 last (p. 777), the 

proceedings of the British Commonwealth Scientific 
Conference were mainly concerned with inter
Imperial co-operation in supplying bibliographical 
information on the sciences relating to agriculture. 
Co-operative research in certain subjects was, 
however, suggested by various delegations from 
the countries represented. Sections of the report 
of the proceedings recently issued (Cmd. 5341. 
London : H.M. Stationery Office, 1937. ls. 3d. 
net) deal briefly with such subjects of wide Empire 
interest as the transport and storage of foodstuffs, 
the control of insect infestation of stored products, 
the properties and utilization of wool, the collection 
and maintenance of plant material for crop improve
ment, and the control of damage by termites. 

The Conference recommends that the contri
butions of overseas Governments to the Food 
Investigation Board of the United Kingdom 
should continue to be a matter for arrangement 

between the individual Governments interested in 
the transport and storage of foodstuffs, and that 
Governments should continue, pending further 
consideration, the payments they are making for 
work on wool at the Wool Industries Research 
Association's station at Torridon, Leeds. It also 
recommends that the Farnham House Laboratory 
of the Imperial Institute of Entomology be con
tinued on an inter-Imperial basis by the countries 
interested in the control of insect pests by the use of 
parasites of these pests (so-called 'biologic control'), 
so as to maintain a small nucleus staff. Additional 
staff to deal with specific problems will be paid for 
by fees as occasion arises. Though stating that 
this method of controlling insect pests is still in 
its infancy, no reference is made to the need for 
research into it ; the aim is to bring the cost of 
maintaining the Laboratory into close relation to 
the specific (applied) services demanded of it. 

Similarly, in considering the work-largely 
pioneer work-on the control of insect infestation 
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