
© 1937 Nature Publishing Group

FEBRUARY 13, 1937 NATURE 279 

Scientific Associations of Coventry 
A J9INT meeting of the Coventry Engineering 

Society and the Midland Branch of the Institute of 
Physics was held in the Coventry Technical 
College on February 5, when Sir James Jeans de
livered a lecture on "Some Large Scale Problems of 
Astronomy". Sir Alfred Herbert, president of the 
Society, presided over an audience of more than 900. 
Prior to the meeting, a civic reception was given to 
Sir James Jeans, and in welcoming him and Lady 
Jeans to Coventry, the Mayor (Alderman A. H. 
Barnacle) mentioned some well-known men of science 
who had been associated with Coventry. Among 
them were Thomas Huxley, who spent his boyhood 
in the City, and Sir Norman Lockyer, who was born 
at Rugby and spent his youth at Ashow, and was 
connected by marriage with some of the oldest 
families in Coventry. In speaking of Sir Norman's 
work, the Mayor pointed out that he founded NATURE, 
which he referred to as the leading scientific periodical 
of its kind in the world. In his reply, Sir James 
recalled an early visit to Coventry when he was 
about five years of age ; he was shown a tree which 
he was told marked the centre of England, but, he 
continued, "I wondered how a tree could be the 
centre of an area which I imagined was nothing like 
circular". Following the reception, a private dinner 
in honour of Sir James and Lady Jeans was given in 
the ancient St. Mary's Hall by Sir Alfred Herbert. 
Among those present were representatives of the 
Institute of Physics and well-known local indus
trialists and civic officials. 

Centenary of Practical Marine Screw Propulsion 
To mark the centenary of practical marine screw 

propulsion, a special exhibit was opened at the 
Science Museum, South Kensington, on February 11. 
In accordance with the usual practice of the Museum, 
this shows both the history of the pioneer experi
mental work, as well as the subsequent developments 
and current practice in marine screw propellers. In 
February 1837, Francis Pettit Smith successfully 
tried his first screw-propelled steam launch (a 
model of which is shown) on the Paddington Canal. 
The screw had two complete turns ; on one of the 
trips it struck an obstacle, and about one-half of it 
was broken off. To the inventor's astonishment, this 
accident materially increased the speed of the boat. 
The S.S. Archimedes (1838) was fitted with a double
threaded screw of half a tum, in accordance with 
Smith's amended patent. Other historical exhibits 
include models of Ericsson's experimental screw of 
1837, and those of the S.S. James Lowe (1838), the 
S.S. Novelty (1839-40), and the first French screw 
steamer Napoleon (1843). Screws were at first used 
as an auxiliary means of propulsion, and in order 
that they should not impede the vessel when under 
sail only, lifting screws (an example by Maudslay, 
1846, is shown) were introduced, which could be dis
connected from the shaft and raised clear of the 
water. Other developments represented are the 
'common screw', which was the most successful form 
of propeller up to about 1860, Hirsch's propeller 

( 1860-66), and the adjustable pitch propeller patented 
by Griffiths in 1868. Various examples of modern 
practice are also included, notably a model of the 
four-bladed bronze propellers of the Cunard White 
Star liner R.M.S. Queen Mary, which are 20 ft. in 
diameter, each weighing 35 tons. These are the largest 
screw propellers which have ever been cast in one piece. 

Gift to the Massachusetts Institution of Technology 
IN connexion with the announcement last month 

of a bequest of one million dollars to the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology under the will of Mr. Charles 
Hayden, Dr. Karl T. Compton, president of the 
Institute, has issued a statement in the course of 
which he says that: "Mr. Hayden's generous bequest 
to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology only 
serves to emphasize the constructive value of his life
long interest in the institution and the great personal 
loss suffered in his passing. At the time of his death, 
he was not only a member of the corporation of the 
Institute but was also a member of its finance com
mittee, chairman of its student loan fund committee 
and chairman of the research associates of M.I. T. 
To the latter two of these activities Mr. Hayden had 
been a generous contributor as well as active in their 
administration. Mr. Hayden's interest ... in his 
professional training in mining engineering was given 
material expression in his contribution of a principal 
portion of the funds used in the construction of the 
Institute's building devoted to mining and metal
lurgy. In addition to these major contributions Mr. 
Hayden was continually and quietly contributing to 
student needs. . . . His specific bequest of one 
million dollars to the Institute gives us great en
couragement and will enable us quickly to make 
substantial progress in the twelve and a half million 
dollar program of objectives which were approved 
by the corporation last October as representing the 
urgent needs of the institution at this time." 

Lawrence Memorial Medal 
THE Lawrence Memorial Medal of the Royal 

Central Asian Society has been awarded to Sir Charles 
Bell, the great authority on things Tibetan, whose 
friendship with the late Dalai Lama was an out
standing event in British relations with Tibet, and 
who has an intimate and authoritative knowledge of 
events in Tibet and Mongolia, on which he has 
written valuable books. This is the second award of 
this medal, the first having been made to Major J. B. 
Glubb, in recognition of his work in administering 
the nomad territory of Northern Arabia, which lies 
within the frontiers of Trans-Jordania, and the 
success he has had in promoting friendly relations 
between the tribes of that region. The Lawrence 
Memorial Medal was founded by the Society in 
memory ofT. E. Lawrence, under the then president, 
the late Lord Allen by. It exists- to recognize work of 
outstanding distinction in travel, research or letters, 
when such work contributes to the study and the 
solution of the problems of Asia, made by official;;, 
travellers, students or others who are working in the 
area covered by the activities of the Royal Central 
Asian Society. 
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