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these catalogues form the medium for the first
announcement of bibliographical discoveries of
fmportance. A case in point is afforded by a catalogue
(No. 73) recently issued by Messrs. Davis and Orioli,
of 37 Museum Street, London, W.C.1. In this list,
there is offered for sale a book that the vendors claim
to be the hitherto undescribed first printed text of
Petrus Peregrinus’s treatise ‘“‘De Magnete”. The
book in question, a small quarto of six leaves, is
entitled “De Virtute Magnetis”, and its title page
bears the name of Raymundus Lullus as author;
but no date or place of printing is indicated. The
text is almost identical with that of the edition of
Peregrinus’s trestise published at Augsburg in 1558,
hitherto regarded by bibliographers as the first
printed edition. The original “Epistola De Magnete”
was written in the thirteenth century, probably
in 1269, and several early MSS. copies exist. In
a long and interesting note, Messrs. Davis and
Orioli give reasons for believing the book they
describe to have been printed at Rome by E. M.
Silber, not later than the year 1520. They state that,
in the past, Peregrinus’s treatise has been ascribed
both to Raymond Lull and to Roger Bacon, and it
is suggested that these authors’ mames may have
been used in & general way during the Renaissance
as possible authors of any scientific works. While
the 1568 edition is a book of extreme rarity, Messrs.
Davis and Orioli have so far only been able to trace
one other copy of “De Virtute Magnetis™, that in
the Bibliothdéque Nationale, Paris.

South African Marine Fishes

IN a recent descriptive account of “The South
African Marine Fishes of Commercial and Angling
Importance” by J. M. Marchand (Dept. of Commerce
and Industries : Fishery Bullefin No. 2), an attempt
is made to provide a handbook for the convenience
and use of persons interested in South African sea
fishes from the commercial point of view, for sports-
men, and for teachers of biology in South African
schools. It is pointed out in the Iintroduction to this
work that it is “not intended for the pure scientist,
and will be of small if any value to such individuals,
due to the limited number of species dealt with, the
total lack of classification keys and the brevity of
the descriptions”. Owing to the brevity of the
deseriptions, much reliance will have to be placed on
the photographic illustrations in making identifica-
tions of fishes not already known. This is most
unfortunate, for the great majority are so lacking
in detail as to be almost useless for this or any
other purpose. Some of them, for example, the
photograph of Raia clavafa on p. 52 and of Arno-
glossus pectoralis on p. 67, are little more than dark
blotches on the paper. When, for any reason, detailed
drawings cannot be used, simple but accurate outline
sketches are infinitely preferable to poorly reproduced
photographs for the illustration of & handbook of this
kind.

Indian Industrial Publications

Tk Indian Industriai Research Bureau has issued
a bibliography of industrial publications published
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in India since 1921 {Bulletins of Iadian Industrial
Research. = No. 1: Bibliography of Industrial
Publications published in India from 1921, Pp.
iii4+257. Delhi: Manager of Publications, 1936.
4.6 rupees ; 7s. 3d.). The first part consists of a list
of papers arranged chronologically according to
publications, which enables readers readily to ascer-
tain the papers published by each local government,
government department, society, etc. Publications
available in the Library of the Industrial Research
Bureau are indicated. The second part is a classified
subject bibliography arranged according to the
Universal Decimal Classification. The third section
of the bibliography comprises a combined alphabetical
author and subject index.

Natural History Magazine

Tee October number of this British Museum
publication contains an interesting account of the
remounting and preservation of the famous Cran-
bourne meteorite, the conclusion of a long deseription
of the Museum’s East African Expedition, and a paper
on vermin, based upon Steele Elliot’s Bedfordshire
records, We record with regret the concluding para-
graph of the number : “The Trustees of the British
Museum have decided to cease the publication of
the Natural History Magazine after the issue of the
present number, which completes the fifth volume’.
The experiment has not been long-lived, and as
members of the reading public we should attribute
its failure to the price charged for what is essentially
Museum advertisement and propaganda, and to the
tendency of contributors to forget that lightness of
hand as well as solid fact is a necessary ingredient in
attractive writing.

Index to the Geographical Review

THE Geographical Review (the quarterly journal of
the American Geographical Society) for the ten-year
period from 1926 to 1935 contains 7,000 pages of
articles, record items, and book reviews, including
more than fifty articles on the geographical results
of important expeditions, most of them written by
the expedition leaders themselves. To make this
great mass of geographical material available in
organized form, the Society has now prepared an
analytical index of 873 pages covering this ten-year
period. The price of the index is: unbound, 4.50
dellars ; bound, 5.25 dollars. The index to vols. 1-15,
1916-25, of which there are still a limited number
of copies available, is offered along with the index to
vols. 16-25, at a special price of 8.00 dollars unbound,
or 9.50 dollars bound, for the two indexes. These may
be obtained from the American Geographical Society,
Broadway at 156th Street, New York, N.Y.

Medical Peace Association

A MEETING of medical practitioners and other
scientific workers to consider the subject of aerial
warfare and means of defence against it will be held
in the Hastings Hall, British Medical House, on
Wednesday, November 25, at 8.30 p.n. The chair
will be taken by Dr. E. P. Poulton, and speskers
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