
© 1936 Nature Publishing Group

756 NATURE OCTOBER 31, 1936 

Leonard Darwin Scholarship of the Eugenics Society 

THE Eugenics Society has established a second 
Leonard Darwin scholarship, which is to be devoted 
to the investigation of racial crossing. The first 
holder is J. C. Trevor, a graduate of Oxford in 
anthropology, who has spent the last two years 
studying mixtures of negro and white stocks in the 
United States, with the aid of a Commonwealth 
fellowship. He has collected ethnological material in 
the Virgin Islands and in East Mrica, and with Dr. 
Dudley Buxton has made an investigation of English 
medieval skulls. He has also a collection of biometric 
material on West African and American negro crania. 
Mr. Trevor will devote a year to a. survey of the 
literature on the subject of inter-racial crossing. 

Another New Star in Aquila 

THE Swedish observer, Mr. Nils Tamm, who dis­
covered a nova of magnitude 8 in Aquila last 
month, has now detected another of these bodies in 
the same constellation. The latest nova was an­
nounced on October 20 as having been found on a 
plate taken on October 7, when the magnitude is 
stated to have been 7·0. Dr. W. H . Steavenson, who 
gives the position of the nova for 1936·0 as R.A. 
l9h 23m 28·168 , North Decl. 7° 28' 32·5 .. , finds the 
magnitude to be about 8·0, with little fading between 
October 21 and 25. He reports the colour as being 
fiery red. In the spectrum the red line of hydrogen 
(Hil) is very bright and prominent, and contributes 
a. large proportion of the total visual light of the 
nova. Tamm's earlier nova is still of about the eighth 
magnitude, after undergoing some marked fluctua­
tions since its discovery. The two novre can just be 
seen simultaneously in a good prism binocular, being 
only a little more than six degrees apart. 

The Night Sky in November 

AT the beginning of the month, the duration of 
night (defined as the interval from sunset to the 
following sunrise) is 14·4 hours, and at the end of 
the month 15·9 hours in the latitude of London. 
The moon is new on November 14d 4·7h and full on 
November 28d 16·2h U.T. Occultations of stars 
brighter than magnitude 5 occur on November 28-29, 
when x Tauri reappears at 17h 30·6m and -r Tauri 
disappears at 23h 48·4m and reappears at 1h 0·2m. 
The planet Venus sets this month in the early evening, 
and at sunset is low in the south-west. Jupiter is 
in the same region of the sky, and on the evening 
of November 12 will be found about 2° above Venus. 
The near approach of these two bright objects 
(actual conjunction takes place on November 13d 12h) 
will be well worth looking for at nightfall on November 
12 and following with telescopic aid about midday 
on November 13. Mars is a morning star of magnitude 
about + 1·8. Saturn is above the horizon during the 
first part of the night; on November 15 it sets just 
before 1h. Watch may be kept on November 15-16 
for a. possible display of the Leonid meteors. This 
shower, the radiant point ofwhic!1 is at R.A. loh om, 
Dec. + 22°, is generally visible every November, but 
at epochs of every 33 years it yields, with some 

exceptions, an unusually brilliant display. The last 
great shower was due in 1932, but in Great Britain 
it failed to come up to expectations, though at one 
station in the United States as many as 240 meteors 
were observed in an hour. November 19-20 is the 
date of maximum of the Andromedids, a shower 
associated with the lost comet of Biela ; the radiant 
of the shower is not far from the star y Andromedre. 
(Near v Andromedre may be seen, with the naked 
eye, a tiny, faint hazy patch which is the Andromeda 
nebula, distant 870,000 light years.) The light varia­
tions of Algol ((3 Persei) can be observed at about 
the following times: November 8d 2h lOd 23h 
I3d I9h, 28d 4h and December Jd Oh.' In mid: 
November at about 22h, the constellations Cassiopeia, 
Perseus, Andromeda, Aries and Cetus are on or near 
the meridian, but the eastern half of the sky, rich in 
first magnitude stars and led by the Pleiades, will 
probably claim the observer's attention. 

Announcements 

THE Right Hon. Lord Rutherford will deliver 
the twelfth annual Norman Lockyer Lecture of the 
British Science Guild at the Goldsmiths' Hall, 
Foster Lane, London, E.C.2, on November 12 at 
4.30 p.m. The title of Lord Rutherford's lecture 
will be "Science in Development". This is the last 
occasion upon which the Norman Lockyer Lecture 
will be arranged by the British Science Guild as an 
independent body. In future the lecture will be 
carried on under the auspices of the British Associa­
tion. Tickets for Lord Rutherford's lecture are 
obtainable, free of charge, on application to the 
Secretary, British Science G-uild, 535-7 Abbey House, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.l. 

Sm THOMAS HoLLAND will deliver the Huxley 
Lecture at the Imperial College of Science and 
Technology on May 4, 1937, at 5.30 p.m. The 
subject of Sir Thomas's lecture will be "The Per­
manence of Oceanic Depressions and Continental 
Elevations". 

PROF. S. CHAPMAN, chief professor of mathematics 
in the Imperial College of Science, has been elected 
a member of the Kaiserlich Deutsche Akademie der 
Naturforscher, Halle, in recognition of his researches 
in terrestrial magnetism. 

THE Chadwick Gold Medal and Prize for excellence 
in municipal engineering and hygiene was presented 
to Mr. E . A. Drew, of University College, London, on 
October 27. 

AT the annual statutory meeting of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh held on October 26, the follow­
ing Council was elected: President: Prof. D'Arcy 
Wentworth Thompson; Vice-Presidents: Principal 
0. Charnock Bradley; Prof. P. T. Herring; the 
Marquis of Linlithgow ; Prof. E. B . Bailey ; Prof. 
F. A . E. Crew; and Lieut. Col. A. G. M'Kendrick; 
General Secretary: Prof. James P. Kendall; Secre­
taries to Ordinary Meetings: Dr. A. C. Aitken and 
Dr. C. H. O'Donoghue; Treasurer: Dr. James 
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