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(Anston stone) of the Houses of Parliament; and a 
suite of ores illustrating the occurrence of copper at 
Kilembe, presented by the Geological Survey of 
Uganda. This occurrence, which is in granulitic 
rocks, is remarkable for the presence of the cobalt 
ore linnreite, although arsenic and antimony are 
absent. Among the donations recently received by 
the petrographical department there is a valuable 
series of rock-specimens from the Pre-Cambrian of 
the Adirondacks, N.ew York State, collected and 
presented by Dr. A. F. Buddington of Princeton 
University; and a second fine collection from the 
Charnwood Forest and Nuneaton areas, presented 
by Mr. H. H. Gregory of the Leicester Museum. 

Empire Fauna at Home and Abroad 
THE August number of the Journal of the Society 

for the Preservation of the Fauna of the Empire presents 
some interesting contrasts in its varied accounts of 
wild life in different British territories. Capt. C. R. S. 
Pitman, to whose reports as Game Warden of the 
Uganda Protectorate NATURE has referred on previous 
occasions, in a lecture to the Society, explained why 
organized control of the 21,000 elephants of the Pro
tectorate became necessary. The devastation caused 
by such great numbers in a limited area (of some 
80,000 square miles), where the native population 
averages forty to the square mile, became intolerable, 
and yet under organized control, and in spite of the 
fact that 17,000 elephants have been slain in twelve 
years, the estimated number remains as it was in 
1924. Capt. Pitman is of opinion that organized 
control is the finest insurance for the adequate per
petuation of the African elephant. From wild Africa 
we turn to the home of animal protection-and read 
Miss Frances Pitt's article upon the polecat and 
pine-marten in Great Britain. The elephants are 
over-numerous, do serious harm, are deliberately 
slaughtered, and · .yet their continued existence is 
secured ; the polecat and pine-marten are rare, are 
two of the most interesting members of the primitive 
fauna which survive in Britain, they do no particular 
harm in any serious degree, and yetr-the first is 
extinct in Scotland and England, and survives 
only on the Welsh border, and the latter is apparently 
extinct, or all but extinct, throughout the whole 
country except in the north-west of Scotland; and 
almost all because these creatures are liable to find 
their way into traps set for vermin. It is ironical that 
while we concern ourselves with the fauna of the 
Empire abroad, these two creatures should be 
disappearing in our own land under our eyes. Can 
no step be taken to ensure their adequate perpetua
tion, as the adequate perpetuation of destructive 
elephants in Uganda is ensured? 

Marine Biology at Cullercoats 

THE Report for the year ending July 31, 1935, of 
Armstrong College Dove Marine Laboratory, Culler
coats , Northumberland, drawn up by the director, 
Prof. A. D. Hobson, and published by the Marine 
Laboratory Committee of Armstrong College, shows 
a successful period in the history of the Laboratory. 
Further alterations in the building have given more 

working space and the library has been extended, 
with most satisfactory results. Herring observations 
have been continued in accordance with those of 
previous years, also salmon investigations, the results 
of the latter work having been published in the 
Annual Report of the Tyne Salmon Conservancy 
Board. Interesting results have been obtained by 
Dr. Bull in his experiments on conditioned responses 
in fishes in connexion with changes of salinity, and 
he has also continued his observations on pollution 
in the Tyne estuary. Faunistic work, which has been 
made a speciality of the Laboratory researches, is 
progressing rapidly, many new additions have been 
made to the fauna, and a reference collection is in 
process of formation which will be of great value to 
future workers. A mussel survey of the Northumber. 
land beds has been completed, and a report prepared 
and submitted to the Northumberland Sea Fisheries 
Committee. This report appears in the present 
publication, showing that the Holy Island and Budle 
Bay beds are the only areas of importance for bait 
supplies. Papers on the herring investigations by 
B. Storrow and Dorothy Cowan, on conditioned 
responses in fishes (Part 6) by H. 0. Bull, and on 
heterogonic growth in the abdomen of Carcinus 
mm1Ul8 by J. H. Day (see NATU1tE, April 18, 1936, 
p. 669) are also included. 

Weed Problems in Australia 

As in some other parts of the world, noxious weeds 
are proving a serious source of trouble in Australia. 
The problem has been under the consideration of the 
Standing Committee of Agriculture and independently 
by several of the bodies represented on it. An 
arrangement was made in 1934 that as a preliminary 
to further work an officer of the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research should undertake a survey 
of the problem, the economic importance of different 
weeds, methods of control which had been already 
tried and their results, and so forth ; his report to 
include recommendations for further co-operative 
work. The survey was undertaken by Mr. G. A. 
Currie, of the Division of Economic Entomology, 
assisted in certain aspects by Mr. J. Calvert, of the 
Division of Plant Industry. The report has been 
recently drawn up by Mr. Currie, and the more 
important portions of it are published by the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research of Australia 
in Pamphlet No. 60, "A Report on a Survey of Weed 
Problems in Australia" (Melbourne: Government 
Printer, 1936). Apart from the study made of past 
records of the activities and damage resulting from 
weeds, the weed legislation of each State was studied 
and the methods of administration ascertained. The 
pamphlet outlines the losses incurred from weeds, and 
the existing methods of control and the relation of 
dangerous weed growth to various primary industries. 
There is much in this pamphlet which could be 
studied with advantage in Great Britain. Among 
the sixteen weeds selected as being the most important 
in Australia are such well-known ones as bracken, 
stinkwort, thistles, blackberry, St. John's wort, 
lantana, ragwort, convolvulus and wild turnip. 

(Continued on p. 459.) 
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