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Educational Topics and Events

BirmiNneHEAM.—Mr. C. G, Parsons has been awarded
a Walter Myers travelling studentship to be used
in research in the United States on ansemia.

The following appointments have been announced :
Dr. M, Stacey to be lecturer and Mr. F. Smith
assistant lecturer in chemistry ; Dr. A, Lamont to
be assistant lecturer in geology ; Mr. J. W. Drink-
water to be lecturer in mechanical engineering.

CamMBRIDGE.—Mr. A. L. Hodgkin, of Trinity
College, has been elected to the Michael Foster
studentship in physiology, which is offered annually
for the encouragement of research. The value of the
studentship is £105.

At King’s College, O, L. Zangwill and J. W. 8.
Pringle have been elected to Martin Thackeray
studentships.

Leeps.—The Lord Mayor of Leeds has given a
capital sum to provide an annual prize in clinical
dental surgery, to be known as the Percy Leigh Prize.

The following appointments have recently been
made : J. C. Gregory, to be honorary lecturer in
the history of science; Dr. Frank C. Happold, at
present lecturer in pathology and bacteriology, to
be lecturer in biochermstry ; H. R. Noltie, to be
lecturer in physiology ; W. Hobson, to be part-time
lecturer in physiology and hygiene; G. D. A.
MacDougall, to be assistant lecturer in economics.

WarLes.—A¢t the University Congregation held on
July 22 at Bangor the honorary degree of D.Sc. was
conferred on Prof. A. A. Read, emeritus professor
of metallurgy in University College, Cardiff.

Apvurt education in the United States has in the
past been academic in scope and method, depending
in the main for its inspiration and agencies on the
universities through their ‘university extension’ de-
partments. With the inauguration in a number of
States of large-scale projects on the lines of the
Des Moines “Public Affairs Forums”, it has entered
upon & new phase in which it finds inspiration and
objectives that are frankly political. In his bulletin
“Education for Democracy : Public Affairs Forums”
(Superintendent of Documents, Washington, price 10
cents), the United States Commissioner of Education
attempts a partial answer to the question “How
can we make democracy work !’ The success
of American democracy depends very largely, he
holds, upon how much understanding of our common
problems can be diffused among the people, and he
suggests that such understanding can be most rapidly
and effectively promoted through the instrumentality
of public forums to be established throughout the
country and conducted on the lines of those which
have been for the past four years in successful opera-
tion in Des Moines. In this city of 140,000 inhabitants
some twenty-five ‘small-neighbourhood’ forums, five
large-district forums and one city-wide forum were
attended in 1934 by 70,000 adults. Distinctive features
of the system are : it is administered as a fundamental
part of the public school system under the control
of the local education authority ; the forum meetings
are conducted by expert leaders ; corresponding with
the varying size and composition of the membership
various techniques are used.
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Science News a Century Ago

Suspended Animation

THE Indian Journal of Medical and Physical Science
of August 1, 1836, gives the following account of a
man who submitted to be buried alive for a month
and was dug out alive at the end of that period :
“He is a youngish man, about 30 years of age . . .
he generally travels about the country, and allows
himself to be buried for weeks or months by any
person who will pay him handsomely for the same.

- The man is said by long practice to have acquired

the art of holding his breath by shutting the mouth
and stopping the interior opening of the nostrils with
his tongue ; he also abstains from solid food for some
days previous to his internment, so that he may not
be inconvenienced by the contents of his stomach,
while put up in his narrow grave; and, moreover,
he is sewn up in a bag of cloth, and the cell is lined
with masonry, and floored with cloth so that the
white ants and other insects may not easily be able
to molest him. The place in which he was buried at
Jaisulmer is a small building about 12 ft. by 6 ft.,
built of stone, and in the floor was a hole about 3 ft.
long, 2} ft. wide, and the same depth, in which he
was placed in a sitting posture, sewed up in his
shroud, with his feet turned inwards towards the
stomach, and his hands also pointed inwards towards
the chest. Two heavy slabs of stone, 5 or 6 ft. long,
several in. thick and broad enough to cover the
mouth of the grave, so that he could not escape,
were then placed over him. The door of the house
was also built up, and people placed outside that no
trick might be played. At the expiration of a full
month the walling up of the door was broken and the
buried man dug out of his grave. . . . He was
taken out in a perfectly senseless state, his eyes
closed, his hands ecramped and powerless, his stomach
shrunk very much, and his teeth jammed so fast
together that they were forced to open his mouth
with an iron instrument to force a little water down
his throat. He gradually recovered his senses and the
use of his limbs™.

Disease in Elm Trees

AT a meeting of the Entomological Society held
on August 4, 1836, a letter was read from Mr. Spence
giving an account of the destruction of elm trees in
the promenades of Dunkirk, Boulogne and Calais,
by Scolytus destructor. The decay of the trees had
there, as in many other cases, been attributed to
wind, soil and various other causes; but the writer
was convinced it was owing to the one he had
assigned, regarding which he had gained much in-
formation. Mr. Westwood added some observations
on the extensive injury sustained by the elm trees
in Kensington Gardens, London, the majority of
those on the south side being dead. He considered
that the Society, having accumulated a large mass
of information on the subject, should hold an official
communication with the commissioner of Woods
and Forests for the purpose of suggesting some
means by which the ravages might be restrained, as
they had already extended to the trees in Lord
Holland’s park and along the Western Road past
Hammersmith. Some attempts at remedying the
evil had recently been made with the young elms,
by plastering them over with cow dung, which was,
however, quite ineffectual, as the beetles might be
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