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Dead" style. On the evidence of its precedence in 
time and its similar but simpler character, it is 
suggested that the "Beaches of the Dead" type may 
be ancestral to the Maya style. Posthumous dis· 
tortion has destroyed the evidential value of the 
skeletal material, beyond an indication of a general 
physical resemblance to the type of the Maya people. 

Mosquito Control and Local Authorities 

REFERENCE has been made in these columns on a 
number of occasions to the va luable work on mos
(J_uitoes and their control carried on by Mr. J . F. 
Marshall at the British Mosquito Control Institute, 
Hayling Island, Hampshire . The Institute was built 
and equipped by Mr. Marshall in 1925, and has 
become an important advisory and educational 
centre, which has been maintained almost entirely 
by him. Before he began his work, Hayling Island 
was infested with the salt-marsh mosquito and other 
species, but by dealing systematically with the 
breeding-places these pests have almost disappeared 
from the island. Experience has shown, however, 
that inspection and other control m easures cannot be 
allowed to lapse if they are to be of practical value. 
This is evidently realized by the Havant and Waterloo 
District Council, which, in a Bill being presented to 
Parliament, includes a clause giving powers to the 
Council to "subscribe or contribute such sums as 
they may think fit to the British Mosquito Control 
Institute so long as that Institute shall remain 
established at Hayling Island and the Council shall 
consider its work contributory to the freeing of the 
district from mosquitoes". 

HITHERTO, consent of the owners of property has 
had to be obtained to examine an area suspected to 
contain breeding places of mosquitoes or to deal 
with it suitably. The Bill mentioned above empowers 
the local council to take whatever action it may 
consider necessary for health's sake to inspect such 
areas or carry out measures of mosquito control. 
The clause relating to these powers reads as follows : 
"The Council may take all reasonable measures to 
make and keep the district free from mosquitos and 
with this object they may in particular (apart from any 
other measures)---(a) enter by their officers upon any 
premises which they have reasonable grounds for 
suspecting to be a breeding place for mosquitos and 
apply thereon any test s or examination for the pur
pose of discovering whether and to what extent 
mosquitos or their larvre are there ; (b) require the 
owner of any premises upon which there is stagnant 
water or marshy ground which is a haunt or breeding 
place for mosquitos or contains the larvre of mos
quitos to drain the site of such water or such marshy 
ground to the reasonable satisfaction of the Council 
and to apply thereto such other treatment (if any) 
as the Council may reasonably prescribe.'' The 
inclusion of this clause in the Bill shows that the 
Council not only realizes the existence of mosquito 
pests but also the practicability of dealing with them 
by measures which have been successfully adopted 
during the past eleven years or so by Mr. Marshall 
as director of the British Mosquito Control Institute. 

Exhibition of Electric Illumination 

THE Science Museum is holding a Special Exhibition 
of Electric Illumination, which will remain open until 
April25, 1937. Push-button demonstrations illustrate 
the principles involved in illuminating engineering 
practice, such as various types of reflection and trans
mission of light, reflection factors, effects of contrast, 
etc. Two full-sized rooms are devoted to decorative 
lighting and standard lighting system definitions. 
The great advances made in tungsten filament lamps 
are illustrated by exhibits showing the control now 
exercised during manufacture. The electric discharge 
lamp is dealt with in detaiL Apart from examples of 
discharge lamps and their application to street 
lighting, industrial lighting and floodlighting, there 
are exhibits illustrating the cyclical form of the 
discharge and stroboscopic applications. All types 
from low-pressure tubes to water-cooled quartz tubes 
operating at 8,000° C. are shown. The phenomenon 
of luminescence, discovered by Crookes in 1879 and 
now applied to discharge lamps, is shown in consider
able detail. By way of contrast, a concise historical 
exhibit illustrates the state of illumination technique 
through the ages. The exhibition has been arranged 
by Mr. W. T. O'Dea, of the Science Museum, with 
the assistance of the E.L.M.A. Lighting Service 
Bureau and an advisory committee under the chair
manship of Mr. C. Rodgers. 

THE opening ceremony was performed on December 
15 by Lord Rutherford, with Sir H enry Lyons, the 
chairman of the Science Museum Advisory Council 
and a past director of the Museum, in the chair. Lord 
Rutherford remarked that the subject is one which 
has interested him all his life . During the past ten 
years, there have been remarkable advances in 
illumination which, emanating as they have from 
pure science research undertaken in industrial 
laboratories, illustrate admirably the close relation
ship between science and industry. 80 candle-hours 
t en years ago cost the same as 300 candle-hours 
to-day, and this improvement happily comes at a 
time when it is really wanted in the cause of road 
safety. Some 25,000 hot cathode discharge lamps 
now illuminate 1,000 miles of road in Great Britain 
alone. With regard to modern developments in the 
application of the phenomenon of luminescence, Lord 
Rutherford said he hopes to live to see the time 
when we shall obtain light without filaments or 
electrodes simply by the conversion of invisible 
radiation. Mr. H. T. Young, president of the Insti
tution of Electrical Engineers, in proposing a vote of 
thanks, mentioned the valuable educational work 
which can be done by such an exhibition ; it is 
expected that the exhibition will attract a quarter 
of a million visitors. 

Modern Views on Infection and Disinfection 

THIS was the subject of a Chadwick lecture 
delivered by Sir Weldon Dalrymple Champneys at 
Manson House, London, on December 9. Microbial 
diseases, he said, can be defined as a disturbance 
of health in man or other living things due to 
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