
© 1936 Nature Publishing Group© 1936 Nature Publishing Group

896 NATURE MAY 30, 1936 

News and Views 

Linnean Society of London: New Foreign Members 

THE following have been elected foreign members of 
the Linnean Society of London : Prof. M. L. Fernald, 
Prof. B. A. Fedschenko, Prof. P. Pelseneer, Prof. 
K. F. von Tubeuf and Prof. W. M. Wheeler. 
Prof. M. L. Femald, curator of the Gray Herbarium, 
Harvard University, is well known for his highly 
critical work on the flora of eastem North America 
and for his studies in geographical botany, especially 
on the relations between his special area and Europe, 
which has had considerable influence on recent ideas 
about plant distribution. He has also published 
several important monographs on genera. He is 
editor of Rhodora and, with B. L. Robinson, edited 
the last edition of Gray's "Manual". Prof. B. A. 
Fedschenko is professor of botany in the University 
of Leningrad and curator of the herbarium in the 
Botanic Garden. His chief work has been on the 
flora of Asiatic Russia, especially Turkestan. In a 
long series of floras and monographs he has dealt 
both with the purely taxonomic aspects and with 
more general vegetation studies. He was formerly 
editor of the Journal Botanique Russe and has long 
taken a leading part in influencing taxonomic botany 
in Russia. 

PROF. P. PELSENEER, who is permanent secretary 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences of Belgium, is 
well known for his long and continued researches 
on the Mollusca : his volume in Ray Lankester's 
"Treatise on Zoology" is still regarded as the classical 
authority on the anatomy and classification of the 
group. His later work on variation and heredity in 
Mollusca, carried out under very difficult conditions 
during the German occupation of his native country, 
is a mine of information, as is also his recent treatise 
on the ethology of the group. Prof. K. F. von Tubeuf 
is professor in the University of Munich. His name 
became prominent in Great Britain forty years ago 
on the appearance of W. G. Smith's translation of 
his "Diseases of Plants induced by Cryptogamic 
Parasites", a work still much used. Since then he has 
been mainly occupied with the study of the diseases 
of forest trees, and from 1915 has been associated 
with the editorship of the Zeitschrijt fur Pflanzen­
krankheiten. His other chief interest is the genus 
V iscum, of which he published a large monograph in 
1923. Prof. W. M. Wheeler, professor of entomology, 
Harvard University, is outstanding for his work on 
social insects and particularly on ants. ·Among his 
more important writings are "The Ants of the Baltic 
Amber" (1914), "Social Life among the Insects" 
(1923), "Les Societes d'Insectes" (1926) and "The 
Social Insects, their Origin and Evolution" (1928). 
He has also translated and published Reaumur's work 
on ants with the title "The Natural History of 
Ants" (1926). 

Sir Hector Hetherington 

Sm HECTOR HETHERINGTON, vice-chancellor of the 
University of Liverpool, who has been appointed 
principal of the University of Glasgow in succession to 
the late Sir Robert Rait, has many associations with 
Glasgow, in that he is a graduate of that University, 
and was lecturer (1910-14) and professor (1924-27) 
of moral philosophy there. In the intervening years 
he held academic posts of importance elsewhere, 
being lecturer in the University of Sheffield in 1914-15, 
then professor of logic and philosophy in University 
College, Cardiff in 1915-20, after which he was 
invited to become principal and professor of philo­
sophy in the University College of the South-West of 
England, Exeter. During the Great War he worked 
in the Intelligence Division of the Ministry of Labour 
and was chosen for work in connexion with the 
Treaty of Versailles. Following its signature, he went 
to Washington as one of the British assistant secre­
taries of the Intemational Conference of the League 
of Nations. Sir Hector thus went to Liverpool with 
an outstanding record as a scholar and administrator, 
and for the past nine years he has been indefatigable 
in his service for the University in particular and for 
the general cause of education and social progress, 
and for hospital co-ordination. Among numerous 
other offices, he was elected in 1930 to serve on the 
Unemployment Insurance Commission. His knight­
hood this year was a just acknowledgment of his 
fine academic work and public service. 

U.S. Stratosphere Balloon Explorer II 

A MORE complete account of the scientific results 
achieved in the stratosphere flight of November 11, 
1935, has now been published in the May number 
of the National Geographic Magazine. The tube 
counter directional system for cosmic rays was 
described in NATURE of June 29, 1935, p. 1083, and 
it would now appear that some modification must be 
made in the results from Explorer I. At an altitude 
of 72,000 feet covering 96 per cent of the earth's 
atmosphere, the rays show no directional preponder­
ance from the vertical to the horizontal. It follows 
that as those rays coming from the more horizontal 
directions increase with height, these are influenced 
by the earth's magnetic field. Swann's explanation 
of the distribution is that most, if not all, the rays 
observed are secondaries. The Stoss chamber for 
observing bursts did not show any abnormal increase 
in their number with height. The following numbers 
are given for cosmic ray activity : at 40,000 ft., 
40·1 times that at sea-level (Explorer I on July 28, 
1934, gave this number as 42·3); at 53,000 ft., 51·5 
(Piccard in autumn of 1934 gave 53·2); at 57,000 ft., 
55, a maximum, and at 72,395 ft., 42. A Wilson 
chamber was not taken up, but the next best method, 
of recording in the body of the photographic emulsion 
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of a. plate, gave a. track of an a-ray of energy 108 

electron volts. The ion content of the air roughly 
follows the cosmic ray activity at great heights. 
Previous records only went up to 30,000 ft. In these 
experiments, the maximum was observed at 61,000 ft. 
of 81 times that at sea-level, and at the greatest 
height of 72,000 ft. this figure fell to 50. There may 
be some connexion between this and the observed 
decrease in the strength of radio signals received on 
the ground from above a height of 60,000 ft. Other 
results quoted are that 20 per cent of the ozone 
content of the atmosphere lies below 72,000 ft., the 
composition of stratosphere air is insignificantly 
different from that at sea-level and above 60,000 ft. 
only moderate wind velocities ranging up to 42 miles 
per hour are met with. From the temperature-altitude 
chart given, it appears that the temperature ranged 
round about - 70° F. from 35,000 ft. to the maximum 
heights from 9.40 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The Impact of Science on Social Organisation 

THE twenty-eighth Moncure Conway Memorial 
lecture was delivered on May 20 by Prof. Lancelot 
Hogben, who dealt especially with the impact of 
scientific knowledge on contemporary social organisa­
tion. The democracies of Western civilisation, Prof. 
Hogben said, have reached a crisis with which a 
social personnel of government trained in a humanism 
without roots in scientific technology are not equipped 
to deal. Current political thought is permeated with 
a body of economic doctrine which includes within 
its scope no conspectus of emergent technological 
forces reshaping national policy and international 
relations. The result is a growing distrust of the 
powers of education and rational persuasion. In the 
long run, the stability of Western democracy must 
depend on whether we can devise an education 
adapted to the conditions of a society which makes 
increasing demands on technical knowledge. The 
necessary reorientation of cultural values and of 
research in social studies can only be brought about 
by enlisting to the task a new personnel with natural­
istic training and the executive competence which 
laboratory experience calls forth. The primary 
business of social inquiry should be devising the 
social machinery to make available for human welfare 
the plenty which science offers. The lecture is pub­
lished by Messrs. Watts and Co., 5 and 6 Johnson's 
Court, Fleet Street, London, E .C.4 (price 2s. net ; 
by post, 2s. 2d.). 

Chemistry of Crystals 

THE thirty-fourth Bedson Lecture was delivered at 
Armstrong College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on May 8, 
by Dr. C. H. Desch, his subject being "The Chemical 
Properties of Crystals". Dr. Desch said that a solid 
metal is a crystalline mass of which the chemical, as 
well as physical properties are anisotropic ; acid 
attack, for example, not being uniform, but pro­
ducing geometrically shaped pits indicating the 
symmetry of the constituent crystals. This constitutes 
a part of the evidence for a secondary or mosaic 
structure in crystals. The boundaries between the 

individual crystals have different chemical properties 
from the mass. Their form corresponds with that 
of foam cells, being determined by surface tension, 
and in certain alloys they can be separated by the 
action of specific reagents. Certain brasses containing 
aluminium, for example, fall to pieces, the grains 
separating like sand, when placed for a few seconds 
in a solution of mercurous nitrate. In the stainless 
steels, such intercrystalline disruption is explained 
by the segregation of carbides, but in other instances 
no boundary constituent has been detected. The 
stability of iron, aluminium and stainless steel in 
air is explained by the presence of a surface film of 
oxygen or oxide. The greatly increased chemical 
activity of a metallic surface under high local 
pressures, as in abrasion, was also discussed. The 
effect known as 'corrosion fatigue' is caused by the 
combined action of alternating stresses and chemical 
attack, in which the properties of the film and of 
minute cracks both play a part. Dr. Desch con­
cluded with an account of the transformations within 
solid solutions, including the work of Prof. W. L. 
Bragg on the changes from disorder to order in a 
lattice. 

Lectures to Secondary School Pupils 

WITH the object of bringing young people from 
secondary schools into contact with some aspects of 
progressive science and its applications, the British 
Science Guild arranged last year for two lectures by 
Mr. C. C. Paterson, director of the research labora­
tories of the General Electric Company, to pupils 
from secondary schools for girls in the London area. 
The lectures were delivered at the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, and the subject was "The 
Electron Liberated : its Industrial Consequences". 
Sir Albert Howard, the honorary secretary of the 
Guild, has provided for the continuance of this 
successful enterprise under the title of the Gabrielle 
Howard Memorial Lecture ; and on Tuesday and 
Wednesday last, May 26 and 27, Prof. W. L. Bragg 
delivered this lecture upon the subject of "Telegraphs 
and Telephones". The lecture on the first day was 
to boys from London Secondary Schools, and on the 
second to girls from London Secondary Schools. On 
both occasions, the lecture was given at the Royal 
Institution, by kind permission of the Managers. 
Through the courtesy of Messrs. G. Bell and Sons, 
the young people who attended the lectures were 
able to take away with them a pamphlet containing 
a reprint of the chapter on telegraphs and telephones 
from Prof. Bragg's book on "Electricity" just pub­
lished by Messrs. Bell. 

Whirlpools and Vortices 

AT the Friday evening discourse at the Royal 
Institution on May 22, Prof. E. N. da C. Andrade! 
discussed "Whirlpools and Vortices". The best 
example of what is ordinarily thought of as a vortex 
is the whirlpool that is formed where the water runs 
out of a bath or basin. There is a. widespread 
belief that this always spins one way, clockwise or 
counter-clockwise, and that this is due to the rotation 
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