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lake in southern Oregon is in the crater of an extinct 
volcano, the walls of which mostly rise abruptly to 
500-2,000 ft. The only known source of water supply 
is the precipitation within the crater ; the average 
depth is 1,500 ft. The water of the lake is remarkably 
blue in appearance. It is comparatively pure and 
free from suspended sediment and dissolved matter. 
Laboratory t ests of specimens suggest that the blue 
colour is due to scattering of light by water molecules. 
A. E. MIRSKY: The visual cycle and protein de­
naturation. Recent work on conjugated proteins 
suggests that visual purple is such a compound, a 
carotenoid-protein. Light denatures visual purple, 
forming a compound, visual yellow, in which the 
carotenoid group is loosely bound to the protein ; in 
the dark, denaturation reverses. The function of 
retinene is to provide an increased absorption co­
efficient in the visible spectrum, to sensitise the 
protein. 

Forthcoming Events 
Monday, April 20 

VICTORIA INSTITUTE, at 4.30 (at the Central Hall, West­
minster).-G. R. Gair: "The Races and Peoples of the 
Early Hebrew World: a Study in Ethnology". 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS, at 8.-Dr. R. E. Stradling: 
"Problems of Road Research" (Peter le Neve Foster 
Lectures. Succeeding lectures on April 27 and May 4). 

Tuesday, April 21 

SOCIETY FOR STUDY OF INEBRIETY AND DRUG ADDICTION, 
at 4 (at II Chandos Street, London, W.1).-Dr. 
J. D. Rolleston: "On Snuff Taking". 

INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY AND RESEARCH, St. Mary's 
Hospital, W.2, at 5.-Pathological Research in its 
Relation to Medicine. Sir Almroth Wright, F.R.S.: 
"Some Results of Recent Research". 

Thursday, April 23 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, at 6.-Dr. J . D. 
Cockcroft : "The Transmutations of Matter by High­
Energy Particles and Radiations" (Twenty-seventh 
Kelvin Lecture). 

FARADAY SOCIETY, April 20-22. General Discussion on 
"Disperse Systems in Gases : Dust, Smoke and Fog" 
to be held at the University of Leeds. 
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