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News and Views 

Ancient Monuments in Northern England 

IN view of the services which are being rendered 
to archreological and historical studies by the Office 
of Works through its activities in protecting and 
preserving our ancient monuments, it is both an 
advantage and a necessity that the co-operation of 
the public should be obtained in furthering the 
purpose of this work. For this, among other reasons, 
it is desirable that a knowledge of aims and methods, 
as well as of what has already been achieved under 
existing legislation, should be as widely diffused as 
possible. Much depends here, as with the collections 
in our national museums, upon the extent to which 
a suitable literature is available, from which the 
visiting public may learn what is most significant 
and best worth attention. Already at many of the 
ancient monuments-ultimately, no doubt, at all of 
any importance---detailed accounts, which cover 
technical matters, as well as plans and general 
descriptive notes, are available for the visitor; but 
a broader view which entails comparative treatment 
has been attempted in a new series of official pub
lications which has been inaugurated by the First Com
missioner of Works himself ("Illustrated Regional 
Guides to Ancient Monuments under the Ownership 
or Guardianship of His Majesty's Office of Works: 
Vol. 1, Northern England". By the Right Hon. 
W. Ormsby-Gore. Pp. 52. London : H.M. Stationery 
Office. ls.). It is interesting to note how Mr. Ormsby
Gore has attacked what is really a difficult problem. 
The average visitor may be expected to have a 
historical background adequate for appreciation of 
the character of Norman castle or abbey; but how 
will such a visitor approach, for example, the Devil's 
Arrows at Boroughbridge? Wisely, differential treat
ment has been adopted. In the historic period the 
monuments are classified, each according to its kind, 
and then briefly described seriatim, but for the pre
historic period, the prehistory of the region has been 
reviewed as a whole, the protected monuments being 
used to support and illustrate the argument. This 
has the additional advantage that it brings out the 
essential function of the Department far more clearly 
than would be possible in a mere annotated list. 

Electioneering in Ceylon 

THE results, and still more the methods of election
eering, in the recent general election for seats on the 
State Council of Ceylon, afford an instructive, if 
somewhat alarming, example of the effects of the 
break in tradition, which comes with the wholesale 
application of the machinery of Western democracy 
to an Eastern society, in which the exercise of 
individual judgment has had neither training nor 
opportunity to function independently of the social 
or religious communal group. Everywhere religion 
and caste dictated the decision of the electors. 

Group clashes were frequent, and twelve persons lost 
their lives. In at least two instances, it is stated by 
the Colombo correspondent of The Times in the issue 
of March 24, Christian members of long standing and 
conspicuous public service lost their seats to op
ponents, unknown before the contest, whose principal 
qualification appears to have been that they were 
Buddhists. This exploitation of sectional prejudice 
was, perhaps, no more than might have been antici
pated, even though it scarcely appeared in the 
elections of four years ago. The grant of adult 
franchise to both sexes has placed on the electoral 
register 2,500,000 voters, of whom, it is estimated, 
2,000,000 are illiterate. In consequence, the voting 
had to be conducted by the allocation of a colour t,o 
each candidate, the ballot paper being deposited in 
the appropriately coloured box in blank. Yellow, the 
Buddhist colour, swept the board. Of forty-three 
contested seats, thirty-three went to Buddhists, e.n 
increase from twenty-eight in the previous Council. 
Universal suffrage was granted to Ceylon on the 
report of the Donoughmore Commission, which 
visited the island in 1927; but the results of the 
present election have raised in an acute form the 
question whether it is likely to prove as beneficial as 
was anticipated. A strong body of influential opinion 
is pressing for an inquiry. 

The Race Problem 

IN his Friday Evening Discourse at the Royal 
Institution on March 27, Prof. Julian Huxley dis
cussed "The Race Problem". It is obvious that 
different geographical groups of the human spec~ 
differ inherently from each other ; the term race is 
commonly employed to denote such a distinguish
able group. Various difficulties crop up, however, 
as regards its usage in practice. First, characteristics 
which have no genetic basis, but are national, 
cultural, linguistic, etc., have been erroneously 
ascribed to races. For example, there cannot exist 
such a thing as an 'Aryan race', since the tenn 
A-ryan concerns language ; again, the main obvious 
differences between, say, the English, the French and 
the Germans, are not genetic but of national and 
cultural origin. Secondly, modern genetics has shown 
that after a cross, all possible combinations of the 
genes concerned will be produced, and will then 
continue to recur. In the absence of selection, no 
even approximately uniform blend will be formed. 
Thirdly, man is such a mo bile organism that migration 
and intercrossing between different groups has beel1 
occurring on a large scale since before the dawn of 
history. Accordingly, nothing approximating to a 
pure race now exists, with the possible exception of 
a few remote and primitive tribes. Race is normally 
used of man in the same sense as race or subspecies 
of animals-that is, with an evolutionary implication. 
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