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naphthalene flakes, liberally distributed in and about
the spaces occupied by the bats. A third method is
the destruction of the bats by fumigation with, say,
hydrocyanic acid generated from caleium cyanide ;
but the procedure is dangerous and demands handling
by an expert, and it has the disadvantage of leaving
the dead bodies of the bats to decompose and add
to the odours of the roost.

The Albert National Park in the Belgian Congo

Ox November 12, 1933, a decree was passed which
doubled the area of what was already one of the most
remarkable natural reserves in the world, the Parc
National Albert du Conge Belge. The extension,
carrying the park northward and westward to Lake
Edward which it incorporates, increases the area of
the reserve from 390,000 hectares to 856,790 hectares,
and its average length and width to 270 km. and
40 km. respectively. Within this area, the greatest
diversity of habitat is to be found, for it stretches
from the equator to the extreme east of the Belgian
colony, and rises from 850 metres in the Semliki
Plain to 5,119 metres att Peak Marguerite. As a
consequence, the region now included presents a
succession of stages of vegetation from primitive
tropical forest to the equatorial alpine zone, and in
plants and animals contains a rich flora and fauna
comprising many forms not elsewhere to be found.
The value of the new extension is the greater since
the Belgian reserve is contiguous with the British
Uganda reserve, and ought to permit the adoption,
through an extensive area in which the needs of the
fauna and flora are similar, of common protective
measures, such as were contemplated in the London
Convention of November 1933 {Article 6) relative to
the conservation of the natural fauna and flora, to
which Belgium signified her adhesion.,

Soil and Forest Conservation in the United States

THE United States has now awakened to the
serious position brought about by the excessive felling
and destruction of forests during the last fifty years.
A great campaign is taking place with the object of
impressing upon the people the valuable results to
be expected from soil conservation and forest con-
servation, which are now regarded as national
problems. The work of Mr. C. A. Connaughton of the
U.S. Forest Service is commented upon in a recent
communication from Science Service, Washington,
D.C. This investigator has studied more than
3,000 test plots in burnt-over forest land, com-
prising both cut-over areas and virgin timber.
In general, the more severe the fire the more severe
also was the subsequent erosion. On the steeper
lands, lightly burnt areas, on which the fire took
only the top layer of the forest floor litter (the
ordinary leaf fire, so termed), little erosion was
perceivable, about 10 per cent of such plots being
eroded. In the case of severe fires, so high as 80 per
cont of the plots showed erosion. Mr. Connaughton’s
research would appear to merit attention from officers
connected with these matters in the British Empire.
“Qf course,” says the author, “where soil is eroded
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away from a burnt-over forest site, it is difficult to
make trees grow there again—impossible, if the
erosion is severe enough to lay bare the underlying
rock. But the damage is apt to be felt by people
who never see or think about the forests. Hundreds
of miles away, the freshets that gush through the
erosion gullies accumulate as floods, in the greater
rivers, piling out of their banks to wreak destruction,
and leaving behind them, on lowland farms and
industrial areas, burdens of silt that should be up
in the hills, growing trees.” This might have been
written in connexion with the outer Punjab hills,
The paper is given in full in the current issue of the
Journal of Forestry.

Efficiency of Wood as Fuel

In an age of so much and such abstruse research,
it is common to find that no exact answer can be
given to some of the most everyday problems. The
Canadian Department of Mines found this to apply
to the relative value of wood as domestic fuel as
compared with coals. In Canada, this question has
an importance which has long since disappeared in
Great Britain. The Fuel Division of the Department
has published tests by E. S. Malloch and C. E.
Baltzer (Report No. 761, Ottawa, 10 cents) on the
efficiency of wood as fuel for heating water in a
furnace of the type mormal in North America, and
proviously used for tests on coal and coke. Tests
with an American anthracite showed a thermal
efficiency of 66 per cent. Under comparable condi-
tions, the efficiency of hardwood (maple) varied from
50 per cent (green) to 57 per cent (seasoned wood).
Corresponding figures for soft wood (pine) were 42
per cent and 49 per cent. By placing a perforated
plate over the firebars, the efficiency could be slightly
increased, and in all cases the loss in unburnt fuel
was negligible. These figures are quite good, but the
wood compared unfavourably with coals in output
and in the weight and volume of fuel o be handled.

San Francisco Bay Bridge

THE project of building a bridge across San
Francisco Bay was first discussed seventy-five years
ago. Photographs of the bridge now under con-
struction given in the Electrician of February 14
show that it is mearing completion. The twin
suspension bridges are the largest in the world
and are attached to hollow concrete anchorages
about 280 feet above the water. The centre towers
are 519 feet high and the outer ones 474 feet.
The main spans of the twin suspension bridges
are 2,310 feet long and the side spans 1,610 feet.
A tunnel through Yerba Buena Island connects
the two halves of the bridge. The eastern half of
the bridge has a cantilever span 1,400 feet long
which is still uncompleted. The bridge is to cost
£15,500,000, and is being built for the California
Toil Bridge Authority. The bridge will be lighted
by the largest installation of sodium vapour lamps
in the world ; they are arranged along the fifteen
miles of roadways for the double deck spans, the
tunnel and the approaches at the San Francisco and
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