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attitude of local authorities seemed rather para
doxical. By the award of scholarships they encouraged 
their ablest scholars to carryon their education till 
they were too old to have a chance of entering the 
service of the authorities." Inter-departmental 
committees in Whitehall have investigated the 
situation and made valuable recommendations-but 
nothing has been done to open up a real road from 
the universities to the local and municipal services 
other than that long enjoyed by the technicians, for 
example, medical men or engineers. 

Science at the British Industries Fair 

THE visit of H .M. The King to the British Indus
tries Fair at Olympia and the White City on F ebruary 
19 was the first public function which he attended 
since his accession to the throne. At Olympia he 
spent some time in the Scientific Instrument Section 
and inspected the principal exhibits, especially the 
epidiascopes, microscopes and binoculars. His 
Majesty expressed his appreciation of the fine display 
of instruments and of the general lay-out of the 
grouped stands, for the organisation of which the 
Scientific Instrument Manufacturers' Association of 
Great Britain was responsible. This year there 
were a greatly increased number of buyers from 
overseas, among whom representatives from Con
tinental countries were predominant, and many of 
the leading scientific instrument firms report that, 
through the Fair, they have established valuable 
connexions in the markets of the Continent and 
elsewhere. 

Romano-British Cave Burial in Yorkshire 

SOME interesting questions are raised in the report 
by Sir Arthur Keith on human skeletal remains 
discovered last year in a cave in Kingscar, near 
Langcliffe, Yorkshire. The implements and weapons 
associated with the remains, according to a state
ment accompanying the report in The Times of 
February 24, are of Romano-British date . A detailed 
account of the artefacts will be given when the 
investigation of the cave, which is being carried out 
by members of the Pig Yard Club, is complete; but 
in the meantime Sir Arthur reports that the skeletal 
material submitted to him consists of the skeleton 
of a man, from which certain parts are missing, and 
fragments of at least four individuals, of whom one 
is a girl, one a man, and two, or possibly three, are 
women. The portions missing from the main burial, 
which was in the extended position, suggest to Sir 
Arthur that there has been a partia l disturbance 
across the lower part of the body, which brought 
about the simultaneous removal of the missing parts. 
He is, however, at a loss to account for the appearance, 
both here and elsewhere in caves, of the fragmentary 
remains; though he is disinclined to regard them, as 
do some authorities, as evidence of the survival of 
cannibalism in Britain to so late a date. It will be 
interesting to see how far the detailed stratigraphic 
evidence supports the natural presumption of dis
turbance. It is unfortunate that the missing parts 
include both the thighbones; but on the evidence of 

the left tibia, which has survived, the stature has 
been calculated as five feet five inches. In the 
measurements which have been made, the most 
marked feature is the length of the head, which gives 
the low cranial index of 69·3. In general character, 
the remains suggest a population comparable to the 
late Celtic (Romano-British) population of the west 
of Britain. 

Huskless Oats 

So many letters are reaching the National Institute 
of Agricultural Botany asking for information about 
huskless oats that Sir Rowland Biffen has prepared 
a brief account of them. These oats differ from our 
ordinary varieties in two important respects . The 
first is that the thin, paper-like husks iSurrounding 
the grain do not grip it tightly, with the result that, 
on threshing, the naked grains are set free just as 
those of wheat are. The second is that they have 
some six or seven grains in each spikelet instead of 
the usual two or three. These grains are loosely 
strung on a stalk sufficiently long for two or three to 
protrude and hang down well below the glumes. As 
the result of this exposure, considerable losses from 
shattering may be expected in unfavourable harvest
ing conditions . It is responsible, too, for giving the 
standing crop the appearance of being very high 
yielding. But this expectation is not realised on 
threshing any more than is the expectation that a 
barley with six rows of grain must out-crop one with 
two rows only. Most of the huskless oats now in 
existence come from China, where several distinct 
forms are in cultivation, but though these have been 
tried out in many countries during the past half 
century, their range of cultivation has not increased 
to any extent. Of late years experimenters have 
paid a great deal of attention to these Chinese oats. 
Apparently none of these experimenters, although it 
is an important part of a plant breeder's work to 
assess the agricultural value of the material he 
collects, has seen fit to recommend the general culti
vation of huskless oats. One English firm of seeds
m en, famous throughout the world for the cereal 
varieties which it has bred and distributed, has for 
the past forty years used strains of naked oats for 
crossing with many varieties of the ordinary culti
va t ed oats. Two years ago the firm abandoned this 
work, having become convinced that the chances of 
obtaining any derivative of outstanding agricultural 
value were n egligible. 

Recent Acquisitions at the Natural History Museum 

AMONG the donations received by the Zoological 
Department during the last month have been two 
collections of Indian game trophies, presented by 
Lieut.-General Sir Henry K eary and Lieut.-Colonel 
Sir Armine Brereton Dew. The first of these collec
tions consists of a number of mounted heads, mostly 
from Burma, while the second comprises a number of 
skulls and horns of Kashmir sheep, markhor and ibex. 
Eleven hundred specimens of birds, collected by the 
late Capt. Boyd Alexander in Central and West 
Africa, have been acquired from his h eir. Capt. 
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Boyd Alexander had during his lifetime presented to 
the Museum the greater part of the collections made 
during his extensive travels. The Mineral Depart
ment has been presented by the Otago University 
Museum with a cast of the meteoric stone that was 
found at Morven, South Canterbury, New Zealand, 
together with a piece of the original. From Tangan
yika Territory have come platy crystals of hematite 
given by Mr. G. W. Cradduck and apatite crystals 
given by Mr. H. R. Ruggles-Brise. Mr. O. Ivan Lee 
has presented a carefully selected piece of radioactive 
fluorescent and phosphorescent lyalite from North 
Carolina, and Dr. H. A. Ford a specimen with small 
brilliant crystals of the new mineral lindgrenite from 
Chile. Mr. T. H. Manning has presented a series of 
rocks collected by him in Southampton Island, 
Canada, in 1934-35. A fine specimen of lapis lazuli 
from the Badakshan district, Afghanistan, showing 
large, well-shaped crystals of lazulite with pyrite, 
and a rhomb of the doubly refracting spar recently 
found in South West Africa have been purchased. A 
general collection of about three hundred specimens, 
including some from the Exhibition of 1851, and 
various rocks originally described by Prof. H. L. 
Reynolds and Mr. H. J. Gardiner have been bought. 
The purchases also include two cut colourless phena
kites from Brazil. 

Announcements 

A DISCUSSION on "Surface Phenomena--Films" 
has been arranged by the Royal Society for March 12, 
at 11.30 a.m.; it will be opened by Prof. E. K. 
Ridea!. 

DR. ERIC PONDER, investigator in general 
physiology at the Biological Laboratory of the Long 
Island Biological Association, has been appointed 
interim director pending the appointment of a 
successor to the late Dr. Reginald G. Harris. 

IT is announced in The Times of February 25 that 
in order to commemorate the centenary of the death 
of Andre Marie Ampere on June 10, 1836, the 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs in France has 
decided to issue on February 27 a special stamp 
of 75 centimes bearing the effigy of the savant. 

THE third International Congress for Investigation 
of Light will be held at Wiesbaden on September 1-7 
under the presidency of Prof. W. Friedrich, when 
discussions will be held on the biology and physics 
of light and treatment by light. Further information 
can be obtained from Dr. H. Schreiber, Robert Koch 
Platz I, Berlin, N.W.7. 

ON the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the 
discovery of Rontgen rays in 1895, Prof. Hans Meyer, 
editor of Strahlentherapie, Park Allee 73, Bremen, 
has issued an appeal to the radiologists of all nations 
for portraits and short biographies of all the medical 
men, physicists, nurses and others who, as pioneers 
in radiology and radiotherapy, have lost their lives 
in the advancement of science and assistance of 
humanity. 

By the generosity of Mr. Franklin, Mr. Clifford 
and Mr. Harvey Thorp, a new room has been added 
to the house of the Manchester Literary and Philo· 
sophical Society. The room, which was formally 
opened on February 11, will be known as the Thomas 
Thorp Room in memory of Thomas Thorp, who was 
a member of the Society from 1896 until 1914. The 
room will be used for displaying the Society's collection 
of scientific apparatus and other relics, among which 
are the MSS. and instruments of Dalton, and apparatus 
and other memorials of Joule, Wilde, Sturgeon, 
William Thomson and Baxendell. 

IN compliance with the requirements of a gift 
under the will of the late Francis Amory of Beverly, 
Massachusetts, the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences announces the offer of a septennial prize 
for outstanding work with reference to the alleviation 
or cure of diseases affecting the human genital organs, 
to be known as the Francis Amory Septennial Prize. 
If there is work of a quality to warrant it, the first 
award will be made in 1940. The total amount of 
the award will exceed ten thousand dollars, and 
may be given in one or more awards. While there 
will be no formal nominations, and no formal essays 
or treatises will be required, the Committee invites 
suggestions, which should be made to the Amory 
Fund Committee, care of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, 28 Newbury Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts, U.S.A. 

ERRATA.-In NATURE of February 15, p. 282, 
col. 2, the boiling point of carbon tetrafluoride was 
given as 126°. This should read - 126°. On p. 257, 
col. 1, the boiling point of chloropicrin should be 
H2° instead of 26 .5°. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appoint
ments, on or before the dates mentioned: 

A teacher of engineering or building (also senior 
physics) in the Southport Technical College-The 
Secretary to the Education Committee, Southport 
(March 2). 

A woman lecturer in geography and nature study in 
the Glamorgan Training College for Women, Barry 
-Director of Education, County Hall, Cardiff 
(March 2). 

An assistant (Grade II) in the Admiralty Compass 
Department, Slough-The Secretary to the Admiralty 
(C.E. Branch), Whitehall, S.W.l (March 7). 

A teacher of engineering mathematics, science and 
drawing in the Oxford Schools of Technology, Art 
and Commerce--The Chief Education Officer, Educa
tion Office, 77 George Street, Oxford (March 9). 

An advisory assistant at the Board of Greenkeeping 
Research, St. Ives Research Station, Bingley, Yorks 
-The Director (March 17). 

A temporary assistant for research into virus 
diseases of potatoes under a scheme organised by 
the Scottish Society for Research in Plant Breeding 
-John Stirton, 8 Eglinton Crescent, Edinburgh. 


	Recent Acquisitions at the Natural History Museum

