
© 1936 Nature Publishing Group

336 NATURE FEBRUARY 22, 1936 

and E. P. SANFORD: Compounds formed from copper 
salts and tertiary arsines (1). Cuprous halides combine 
with phenyl dimethyl arsine or diphenyl methyl arsine 
to form compounds containing either one or two mole
cules of the arsine. Cupric salts on treatment with 
these arsines are reduced to the cuprous condition, 
yielding products identica l with those obtained directly 
from cuprous compounds. Diphenyl methyl arsine on 
treatment with cupric chloride yields isomeric com
pounds of the composition CU2CI,(Ph.MeAs),. The 
constitution of these compounds is discussed. A. P. 
ELKIN: Initiation in the Bard Tribe, North-West 
Australia. Initiation rites in this tribo consist of 
three series: the first includes the operations of 
tooth-knocking and circumcision, together with rites 
of separation and mourning and a period of seclusion 
which is terminated by a ritual reaggregation. In 
the second, the most important, the initiand is made 
a full partaker of the secret life of the tribe by a 
blood rite--both anointing and drinking-and by the 
revelation of the bullroarer and the myths associated 
with it. In the third series, the new man receives the 
finishing touches of his initiation (cicatrices, sub
incision and arm-ligaturing for the purpose of obtain
ing blood for ritual purposes), and is invested with 
the pearl shell apron. 

Forthcoming Events 
["'l1eetings marked with an a8teri8k are open to the public.] 

Monday, February 24 

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY, at 5.30.-C. P. Skrine: 
"Baluchistan before and after the Earthquake". 

INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION (UNIVERSITY OF at 
5.30.-Prof. Edwin Mims: "Present Educational 
Tendencies in the United States". * 

Tuesday, February 25 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDO N, at 5.30.-T. D. Kendrick: 

"The Archreology of the Scandinavians in England".* 

UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM, at 5.30.-Sir Joseph Bar· 
croft, F.R.S.: "The Influence of Chemical Conditions 
on Mental States" (Huxley Lecture). 

Wednesday, February 26 
ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS, at 8.-Sir Daniel Hall, F.R.S. : 

"Can Agriculture Provide Substantial Relief for Un
employment ?" 

Thursday, February 27 
ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS (DOMINIONS AND COLONIES 

SECTION), at 4.30.-Visnount Bledisloe : "The Maori 
Race". 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY, at 
5.30.-(at the College of the Pharmaceutical Society, 
17 Bloomsbury Square, W .C. I }.-Discussion on "Poisons 
for Rodents". Speakers: J. G. Wright, .J. D. Hamer 
and T. Howard. Discussion to be opened by Dr. G. D. 
Lander. 

Friday, February 28 
ROYAL INSTITUTION, at 9.-Lord Sempill: "World Air 

Transport" . 

ASSOCIATION OF TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS, February 28-
29. Annual General Meeting to be held in the Gold
smiths' Hall, Foster Lane, Cheapside, E.C.2. 

Februarv 28, at 1O.30.-Lord Plender : Presidential 
Address . • 
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