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Benares has paid particular attention to the teaching 
of science, both pure and applied. The science 
departments with a staff of seventy provide accom
modation for about one thousand students, and 
these departments have now been constituted a 
separate College of Science within the University. 
This College, of which Prof. K. K. Mathur has been 
appointed the first Principal, was formally opened on 
September 12 by the veteran Vice-Chancellor and 
founder of the University, Pandit M. M. Malaviya. 
In his opening address, the Vice-Chancellor em
phasised the need in the present economic position 
of India for increased facilities for the study of science 
in all its branches. The Hindu University has already 
played a prominent part in the industrial develop
ment of the United Provinces, and we are sure that 
the foresight of the Vice-Chancellor and executive 
body of the University in establishing this new 
college will lead to an expansion of its activities. 

New German renderings of 'Foreign' Words 

IN NATURE of September 28, p. 495, we published 
a short notice of the second edition of "Theoretische 
Physik" by Dr. Georg Joos. Our reviewer commented 
very favourably upon the book, but animadverted 
upon the addition of a glossary of "foreign" words 
(Erlauterung einiger Fremdworter), "in which Absorp
tion ( Verschluckung), Elastizitiit (Dehnbarkeit), Kapill
aritiit (Haarr/Jhrchenkraft) and such-like non-Prussian 
words are translated into the new German, although 
these 'foreign' words appear in the articles in Gehler's 
'Physikalisches Worterbuch' of more than a hundred 
years ago". We have now received an indignant 
letter from Dr. Joos, containing the follow
ing explanation of this glossary. "Many English 
readers, who according to the reporter are to be 
impressed comically through these things, will know 
that the graduates of the 'Oberrealschule' have 
studied neither Latin nor Greek and that for them 
an explanation of these words is very desirable", 
adding, "According to the wording of the report the 
reader must think that it is my intention to seriously 
substitute 'Verschluckung' for 'Absorption' or 
'Segelstange' for 'Antenne' ". As regards the last 
sentence our reviewer suggested nothing about Dr. 
Joos' intentions, but stated the bare fact that the 
glossary had been added to the book, leaving his 
English readers free (if we may use the word without 
offence) to draw any conclusions they wished. Many 
will, no doubt, share his and our surprise that words 
which have been in regular use in the German 
language for four generations and more, a period 
sufficient, we should have thought, to guarantee 
their incorporation, should be regarded and named 
as foreign. 

OuR reviewer adds: "We note that graduates of 
the Oberrealschule have studied neither Latin nor 
Greek, but then they did not do so at the time of the 
first edition, which did not contain the glossary ; in 
fact, they never did. Most students in England and 
other countries are equally unfamiliar with Latin and 
Greek, but have no difficulty over 'elasticity' and 
'capillarity', while Germans unfamiliar with French 

have, we believe, no difficulty over 'General' and 
'Soldat'. Dr. Joos does not seem to realise that, if 
there is any force in his contention, most German 
students will not know what his book is about, since 
both 'Theoretische' and 'Physik' are Greek words 
not explained in the Erliiuterung. For that matter, 
Electricitiit (may we suggest Bernsteinreibungskraft ?) 
is not in the glossary, although Kapazitiit (Fass
ungsvermogen) is: Alkali (a Semitic word which 
occurs in the book combined with a Latin word as 
Alkalispektren-shall we suggest Pftanzenaschenerde
lichterscheinung ?) is missing, although Kondensator 
(Verdichter) is included. We hope in the next edition 
to see the glossary either omitted or properly com
pleted. We in England find so much in the present
day activities in German universities to move us to 
tears that Dr. Joos really must allow us a faint 
smile when we come across something harmlessly 
amusing from that quarter, and permit us to be our 
own judges of what is 'comical'". 

International Exhibition of Nature Photography 

THERE was a large assembly of naturalists and 
Nature photographers at the opening on October 16 
of the Country Life International Exhibition of Nature 
Photography at the British Museum (Natural 
History), Cromwell Road, South Kensington. The 
Earl of Onslow, president of the Society for the 
Protection of the Fauna of the Empire, referred to 
the great value of Nature photography and cinemato
graphy as "a very powerful incentive towards the 
preservation of wild life in all its forms", and to the 
fact that the Exhibition contains a large number of 
subjects that have never been seen before. He went 
on to remark that "there is a very grave danger at 
present hanging over us and that is that unless wild 
animals, big-game and birds of all kinds are carefully 
preserved a great number of species will become 
extinct and they will be a downright loss to the world 
in general. We could do without poison snakes but 
most other animals are a very valuable asset not 
only from the natural history point of view, but 
from the scientific point of view and from the 
point of view that they tend to preserve the 
balance of Nature." The audience, which included, 
among many others well known for their interest 
in wild life, the Duke of Sutherland and Lord 
Desborough, afterwards inspected the Exhibition. 
More than thirteen hundred photographs are dis
played on scrp,ens in the Whale Hall, one wall being 
devoted entirely to the work of pioneer photographers, 
which includes the late J. H. Symonds' picture "Gold
finches fighting on Teazle", "Marsh Harrier" by the 
late Col. H. Moore, and no fewer than seventeen 
fine studies by Mr. C. J. King. The Exhibition will 
be open-admission fre-until November 30. A 
souvenir volume (5a.), containing reproductions of 
120 pictures from the Exhibition, has been published. 

Edwin Klebs 
IN a centennial note published in the New England 

Journal of Medicine of July 11, Dr. Leona Baum
gartner, of Cornell University Medical College, 
New York, claims that Edwin Klebs, who was born 
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on February 6, 1834, and died in 1913, was not only 
one of the pioneers of bacteriology, but also made 
important contributions to other fields of medicine. 
In addition to being the first to describe the causal 
organism of diphtheria in 1875, he described acro
megaly in 1884, two years before Pierre Marie ; inocu
lated primates with syphilis fifteen years before Metch
nikoff; isolated colonies of bacteria on solid media in 
the form of Sturgen's glue nine years before Koch ; was 
the first to produce tuberculosis experimentally 
in animals by the injection of milk from infected 
cows, thereby establishing the bovine origin of the 
disease ; and described the typhoid bacillus before 
Eberth. Klebs pursued his medical education in 
his native town of Konigsberg under Rathke, Helm
holtz, Burdach and Werther, and later in Wiirzburg 
under Virchow, Kolliker, Leydig and Scanzoni. He 
led a wandering life, being successively professor at 
Berne, Wiirzburg, Prague, Zurich and the Rush 
Medical College, Chicago. His contributions to 
pathological anatomy and physiology included the 
first experimental production of valvular disease of 
the heart and the recognition of bacterial infection 
in the production of the subsequent endocarditis, the 
description of hremorrhagic pancreatitis as a rapidly 
fatal disease, the introduction of the paraffin embed
ding method and his textbooks on pathological 
anatomy (1869-76) and general pathology (1887-89). 
Klebs also took an active part in the foundation of 
three important medical journals, namely, the 
Oorrespondenz-Blatt fur Schweizer Aerzte (1871), 
which some years ago was renamed Schweizer 
medizinische W ochenschrift, the Archiv fur experi
mentelle Pathologie und Pharmakologie (1873) and the 
Prager Medizinische Wochenschrift (1876). 

Work of the Government Chemist 

THE report of the Government Chemist on the 
work of the Government Laboratory for the year 
ending March 31, 1935 (London: H.M. Stationery 
Office, 9d. net), outlines the work carried out in the 
Government Laboratories for the Admiralty, Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Air Ministry, Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, Board of Customs and 
Excise, Ministry of Health, Home Office, Post Office 
and other Government departments. The total 
number of samples examined during the year was 
522,788, as compared with 503,592 in the previous 
year. There was an increase of 26,594 in the number 
of samples examined in the laboratory at Clement's 
Inn Passage, and decreases at the Custom House 
laboratory and at the chemical stations of 232 and 
7,166 respectively, the latter being due to the closing 
of the Manchester chemical station and the transfer 
of the examination of samples of tea to tea inspectors 
of Customs and Excise. The principal increases 
occurred in the number of samples of hydrocarbon 
oils, beers, wine, spirits, cocoa and chocolate, samples 
for duty under the Import Duties Act, 1932, Safe
guarding of Industries Act, 1921, tobacco and silk 
exportations, samples of sugar composite goods and 
British sugar, and in samples taken under the 
national marking schemes. 

THE hydrocarbon oils duty has involved the 
examination of nearly 17,000 samples for assessment 
of duty on importation or drawback of duty on 
exportation, the increase being due to the duty of 
Id. per gallon charged on oils other than light oils. 
Many of the samples had to be examined for other 
dutiable substances, such as alcohols, esters and 
chemicals listed by the Board of Trade under Part I 
of the Safeguarding of Industries Act. The growing 
use of duty-free spirits and industrial methylated 
spirits in industry involves an increase in the con
sultative work of the Laboratory, apart from the 
examination of samples to ascertain whether the 
conditions of use laid down by the Commissioners 
of Customs and Excise have been fulfilled. The 
number of samples of cocoa, chocolate and wine 
submitted for examination increased by 1,400 ; 
samples of beer increased by 1,609, of silk and rayon 
by 1,866, while the Laboratory was also called upon 
to deal with the testing of animal and vegetable 
fibres and hairs of all kinds under the Import Duties 
Act. The number of samples of tobacco and snuff 
examined has also increased, and improved methods 
for the analysis of tobacco have been studied. 
Much work has been carried out on the revision of 
existing methods and the investigation of new 
methods of detection and determination of substances. 

Petroleum and Tar Oils as Insecticides 

AN important paper by Dr. Hubert Martin on the 
standardisation of petroleum and tar oils and pre
parations as insecticides appears in the Annals of 
Applied Biology (22, 334). In recent years, a great 
deal of attention has been devoted by res~arch 
workers and by the appropriate Government depart
ments to the standardisation and specification of the 
sprays and dusts employed for the control of insect 
pests and diseases infesting agricultural and horti
cultural crops. An important body of knowledge on 
the chemical constitution and physical properties of 
these materials is scattered through the literature of 
the subject, and is so extensive as to be available only 
to relatively few. Of the many insecticides now in 
use, the petroleum and tar distillate oils occupy a very 
important position, and their use, already wide
spread, is expanding. Dr. Martin gives an extended 
and critical review of the published information of 
the chemical and physical factors defining these 
products, and in addition incorporates much original 
work of his own. 

DR. MARTIN sets out in a concise and ordered way 
how the chemical and physical criteria can be corre
lated with insecticidal and phytocidal properties, and 
finally builds up from his own analyses specifications 
which he considers are available for judging the 
suitability of these oils, and preparations made from 
them, for their various uses as insecticides. In addi
tion, the analytical methods available are considered, 
and the most suitable set out with supporting evidence 
in considerable detail. This paper is an important 
step towards the realisation of the hope, that a 
reasonable standard of efficiency and safety in use 
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