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Educational Topics and Events 
CAMBRIDGE.-The King has been pleased to approve 

the appointment of Dr. John Alfred Ryle to be regius 
professor of physic in the University in succession 
to Sir Walter Langdon Brown, who retires on Septem
ber 30. 

LIVERPOOL.-Dr. Hubert Horace Stones has been 
appointed Louis Cohen professor of dental surgery 
and director of dental education, from October l 
next, in succession to Prof. W. H. Gilmour, who 
retires at the end of the present session. Dr. Stones 
is an honorary dental surgeon to University College 
Hospital Dental School, London, and a research 
worker at the Hale Research Laboratory of the 
Royal Dental Hospital of London. 

PRoF. T. GRIFFITH TAYLOR, professor of geo
graphy in the University of Chicago, has been 
appointed professor of geography in the University 
of Toronto. This is the first independent chair of 
geography to be established in Canada. Dr. Taylor 
was associate professor of geography in the University 
of Sydney in 1920-28. He was senior geologist in 
Capt. Scott's last expedition to the south pole in 1910, 
and led other parties to the Antarctic in 1911-12. 

EDUCATIONAL problems have in recent years 
engaged the attention of a multitude of investigators 
in the United States. In addition to the very 
numerous and comprehensive researches conducted. 
by the staff of the Federal Office of Education, by 
State officials and by educational foundations, 
hundreds of systematic investigations have been 
carried out by candidates for the degree of doctor 
in education. A list of 797 theses submitted by 
such candidates and deposited with the Office of 
Education, where they are available for loan, has 
just been published by the Government Printing 
Office, Washington (pp. 69, price 10 cents). The titles 
are listed under a hundred subject headings arranged 
alphabetically, beginning with administration and 
ending with vocational guidance, with very full cross 
references under other headings. More than ten per cent 
of the theses are listed under the heading 'psychology'. 

A DEPARTMENT of Business Administration was 
established at the London School of Economics in 
the Univerdity of London in 1930. Business men 
have from the outset played an active part in the 
work of the Department. At the end of the five
year experimental period, the Governors of the 
London School of Economics have decided, in view 
of the success which has attended the Department, 
to make it an integral and more permanent part 
of the work of the School. In that decision they are 
supported by the business men associated with the 
management of the venture. Several of the business 
firms which contributed towards the cost of the 
original experiment are generously continuing their 
financial support of the Department, and additional 
firms are also assisting. The active co-operation of 
business men in the actual conduct of the work is 
being continued in all its aspects, by the establish
ment of a Business Administrative Council of business 
men of widely diverse interests. A number of firms 
now favour the Department's University Scheme as 
a means of recruiting graduates. Some firms are in 
a position to offer appointments each year, others 
do so from time to time as vacancies occur. The 
post-graduate course of training, extending over one 

year of full-time study, remains the principal work 
of the Department. Students working for higher 
degrees, and wishing to undertake an investigation 
of a particular business problem as part of their work, 
may now combine attendance at the post-graduate 
course with their research. Particulars of the arrange
ments for the forthcoming session can be obtained 
from Prof. Arnold Plant, Department of Business 
Administration, London School of Economics, 
Houghton Street, Aldwych, London, W.C.2. 

EDUCATIONAL broadcasting in the United States 
of America was discussed on May 15 at a conference 
called by the Broadcasting Division of the Federal 
Communications Commission. A statement made 
before the conference by the United States Com
missioner of Education is reproduced in School and 
Society of June 15. It is remarkable for its insistence 
on the vital importance of safeguarding freedom of 
access to the microphone for exponents of all "the 
important ideas which struggle for acceptance in our 
complicated world order, so that our people can make 
intelligent choices in the determination of their 
destiny". The radio transmission systems in the 
United States being privately owned and operated, 
it is incumbent on the Federal Government to prevent 
their exploitation in the exclusive interests of any 
one body of doctrine and to ensure, on the contrary • 
the presentation of differing points of view in well
balanced programmes. With the progressive shorten
ing of hours of labour in factories the field of influence 
of adult education by radio is rapidly expanding, 
and the Commissioner's announcement of his readi
ness to co-operate in a plan for the improvement of 
education by this means is timely. Much harm has 
been done · by broadcasters imperfectly instructed in 
the technique of teaching by radio. 

Science News a Century Ago 
Death of Dr. John Brinkley, F.R.S. 

ON September 14, 1835, Dr. John Brinkley, Bishop 
of Cloyne and Royal Astronomer of Ireland, died at 
his brother's house in Leeson Street, Dublin, at the 
age of seventy-two years. Born at Woodbridge, 
Suffolk, in 1763, he was enabled to enter Caius 
College, Cambridge, and in 1788 was senior wrangler 
and Smith's prizeman. While studying for his degree,. 
he had assisted Maskelyne at Greenwich, and in 
1790, largely through the influence of Maskelyne, he 
was chosen to succeed Henry Ussher as Andrews 
professor of astronomy in Trinity College, Dublin, 
and director of Dunsink Observatory. which had 
been erected under the superintendence of Ussher. 
A fine circle had been ordered for the observatory in 
1785 from Ramsden, but this instrument was not 
completed until twenty-three years later, and 
Brinkley at first confined himself to mathematical 
work, contributing papers to the Royal Irish Academy 
and the Royal Society. On the erection of the 8-ft. 
circle at Dunsink he began researches on aberration 
and nutation, and made an attempt to determine 
the parallax of a fixed star. He also published his 
"Elements of Astronomy", which went through 
several editions, and his new theory of refraction, 
and computed the elements of the comets of 1819' 
and 1821. For this and other work he was made a 
vice-president of the Royal Society and president of 
the Roval Irish Academv, and in 1824 received the 
Copley ·Medal for his "Various Communications to 
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