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survey of a limited area of West African rain-forest
comparable with those previously made by Mr.
Richards in Guiana and Sarawak. This meant a
study of the floristic composition and structure of
various types of primary forest on one hand, and a
study of soil and micro-climatic conditions on the
other. In addition, Mr. W. J. Fletcher Cambell
made a general soil survey. Mr. Ross studied the
succession of secondary forest on old farms and Mr.
G. C. Evans worked on the growth, transpiration and
assimilation of two species of undergrowth shrubs.
The base camp was about five miles from Akilla in
the Shasha Forest Reserve, Ijebu Province, and the
area worked was mostly within a radius of five miles
from the camp. Four months were spent here, and
a visit, via the creeks, was made for a fortnight to
Nikrowa in the Okomu Forest Reserve, Benin
Province, where the rain-forest is said to be the
finest in Nigeria. Collecting was mainly incidental
to ecological work. The specimens are particularly
rich in forest trees, and special attention was paid
to Bryophytes. It was possible to fix a hygro-
thermograph in a tree top eighty feet from the
ground in primary forest and to take daily readings
over a period of several weeks. A mud and bamboo
laboratory was built with a dark room quite efficient
for working with panchromatic plates.

THE collection of plants made by Mr. P. M. Synge
on the British Museum Expedition to Uganda and
Kenya has been received ; it contains 1,231 numbers.
Mr. Synge’s main object was the study of vegeta-
tional zones in the higher parts of the East African
mountains and the environmental factors influencing
them. Particular attention was paid to the arbores-
cent Senecios, and a long series was collected. Some
observations were made on humidity and tem-
perature in the higher zones, but a complete record
could not be obtained. Dr. Taylor made the main
collections on the joint visits to the Aberdare Mts.
and Birunga Mts. Three visits were made to Mt.
Elgon and one to Mt. Kenya, while the Nyamgasani
valley on the south side of Ruwenzori was ascended
and collections made up to the limit of vegetation.
Some water plants and alge were collected from the
Nyamgasani lakes : a little collecting was also done
in the papyrus swamp around Lake Kioga.

Archzological Exploration in Africa

Pror. LEo FrROBENIUS, president of the Frankfurt
Research Institute for Cultural Morphology, who has
recently returned from his twelfth expedition to
Africa, claims, it is said, that the results of his
explorations in the Libyan Desert and the Sudan
have now established the validity of his theories of
the origin and direction of diffusion of the periods, or
phases, which he distinguishes in the history of
civilisation, It will be remembered that Prof,
Frobenius, working on the material which he has
been engaged in collecting in Africa for nearly thirty
years, has not only produced an elaborate classifica-
tion and scheme of distribution of the main forms of
culture in that continent, but has also put forward
certain views as to their historical development and
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affiliations, In an interview with the correspondent
of The Times, which appears in the issue of July 31,
Prof. Frobenius is reported as saying that he has
now discovered in the Neolithic of the Sudan, the
period in which agriculture and the domestication of
animals first appear, the missing, but essential, link
in the chain of evidence joining prehistoric to historic
cultures. It is further reported that, since October
last, a staff of twenty research workers attached to
the Institute and distributed from Scandinavia to
Southern Rhodesia, including France, Spain, Italy,
North Africa, Abyssinia and Arabia, has been
engaged in filling in gaps in the evidence and adding
details to the chart of cultural distributions, which
is now approaching completion,

FurTHER particulars are now to hand of an
archaological discovery in Tanganyika reported early
in July. According to a dispatch from Nairobi in
The Tiémes of August 1, Commander Nino del Grande,
leader of an expedition collecting snake poison for
the preparation of a snake-bite serum, camped for five
days on the site of the ancient city discovered near
Nguruka. He reports that the city is four and a
half miles long by one and a half miles broad and is
constructed terrace-wise on the wall of the Great
Rift escarpment. Remains of houses, estimated to
number four thousand, were found. Each had three
or four rooms and stone walls four feet in thickness.
Large stone tombs, one containing a skeleton, were
found in the valley below. It is given as the opinion
of Commander del Grande that no very high an-
tiquity is to be assigned to these remains, It is
thought that they may be about five hundred years
old and the work of an advanced tribe, possibly the
ancestors of the Wambulu now living some fifty
miles away. The site is being examined by Dr.
L. 8. B. Leakey, whose verdict on the relation of
these remains to other vestiges of stone structures
found in various parts of East Africa should be of
signal importance for the cultural history of the
southern half of the continent.

Excavations in the Fens

TEE importance of intensive exploration of the
Fens, which led to the formation of the Fenland
Research Committee at Cambridge, under the
presidency of Prof. A. C. Seward, has already been
referred to in these columns. Some of the results
already obtained are now on exhibition at the
British Museum, Bloomsbury, at the head of the
main staircase.  The sites selected are mostly
between March and Mildenhall, and more or less
connected with the Ouse, Cam and Bedford Rivers,
where the post-glacial period is represented by
peat, clay and silt, in which a sequence of human
occupations can be traced, while light is further
thrown on land movement and forest development.
Waterways and promising sites have been traced by
surveying on the ground and from the air, and an
interesting feature is the occupation in Roman times
of what used to be river banks but are now parallel
mounds flanking slight depressions, in which shrunken
rivers originally flowed. The contraction of the peat
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