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MR. W. R. BUTTERFIELD 
THE town of Hastings has suffered a grievous loss 

through the death of its museum curator and 
librarian. William Ruskin Butterfield came from 
Bradford in 1894 as a school teacher, and soon began 
to take a prominent part in the work of local scientific 
societies as a field naturalist. In 1905 he was ap
pointed curator of the museum in the Brassey Insti
tute, Hastings, and in 1909 librarian of its reference 
library, both of which under his care grew greatly 
in importance as centres for the study of the natural 
history, archreology and arts of south-east Sussex. 
In 1929 the mansion of John's Place was purchased 
by the town as a home for the museum. This gave 
Butterfield his opportunity. In its new quarters 
under his skilful hands the museum became a live 
thing, each room the sanctuary of a particular science 
or art. Meanwhile, the reference library was re
housed in the old museum, and a lending library 
and reading rooms were added. The whole was a 
wond'.'lrful achievement for a man constitutionally 
unable to delegate responsibility ; but a breakdown 
in health followed, From this, Butterfield recovered 
sufficiently to set up as an annexe to the museum 
the "Indian Durbar Hall" (from the Colonial and 
Indian Exhibition of 1886) which had been given 
to the town by the late Lord Brassey, and to arrange 
in it with his old skill the collections of "The Voyage 
of the Sunbeam", but he never regained complete 
health and died suddenly on March 24 at the age 
of sixty-two years. 

Butterfield was a great Nature lover and an 

accurate observer, and he contributed papers to the 
Museums Journal, of which he was for a time editor, 
and to local scientific periodicals. His knowledge 
of the locality embraced not only his favourite 
subjects of birds and insects, but also every branch 
of natural history and archreology. This first-hand 
knowledge made him an excellent expositor, whether 
in the museum or on Nature ramb1es, and many 
hundreds of townsfolk must owe their first interest 
in science to his inspiration. T. S. D. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 

Sir Robert Blair, education officer of the London 
County Council in 1904-24, on June 10, aged 
seventy-six years. 

Mr. J. T. Cunningham, lecturer in zoology in 
Queen Mary (East London) College in 1917-26, on 
June 5, aged seventy-six years. 

Mr. Daniel Nicol Dunlop, O.B.E., a director 
of the British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers' 
Association, and a founder of the World Power 
Conference, on May 30, aged sixty-seven years. 

Prof. R. M. Holman, associate professor of botany 
in the University of California, an authority on the 
longevity and germination of pollen, and author of 
well-known botanical textbooks, on April 23, aged 
forty-nine years. 

Prof. Alice Werner, C.B.E., emeritus professor of 
Swahili and the Bantu languages in the University 
of London, on June 9, aged seventy-five years. 

News and Views 

The Actonian Prize of the Royal Institution 

THE Managers of the Royal Institution have 
awarded the Actonian Prize for 1935, of one hundred 
guineas, to Mr. W. T. Astbury, for his papers on 
"X-ray Studies of the Structure of Hair, Wool and 
Related Fibres". The Prize is awarded septennially, 
and is given, in the quaint phrasing of the deed of 
trust of the Acton Endowment, to the "author of 
the best essay illustrative of the wisdom and beneifi
cence of the Almighty in such department of science 
as the said Committee of Managers for the time being 
of the said Institution shall in their discretion select". 
It is provided that the award may be made in respect 
of essays or papers already published. Mr. Astbury 
was for some years an assistant in the Davy Faraday 
Research Laboratory of the Royal Institution, work
ing with Sir William Bragg on various problems in 
connexion with the X-ray analysis of crystal struc
ture. He left the Laboratory in 1928, and is now 
lecturer in textile physics and director of the Textile 
Physics Research Laboratory of the University of 
Leeds. He has applied the X-ray technique acquired 
during his earlier work to textile problems, and the 
Actonian Prize is awarded to him in respect of the 
two valuable papers, under the general title given 
above, published in the Philosophical Transactions 
of the Royal Society. 

Dewar Research Fellowship 

THE bequest by Lady Dewar of a sum of money 
for the furtherance of research in the Royal Insti
tution, in memory of the work of her husband, the 
late Sir James Dewar, has already been announced. 
The Managers of the Royal Institution have resolved, 
as the best method of giving effect to Lady Dewar's 
wishes, to establish a Dewar Research Fellowship, 
and conditions governing the award of the Fellowship 
have now been drawn up. The research must be 
carried on at the Royal Institution, in a branch of 
science at the discretion of the Managers. The· 
appointment, which is open to persons of either sex, 
will be for a period of three years in the first instance,. 
with a possible extension to five, and will carry with 
it a salary of £400 a year. It is hoped to appoint the 
first Dewar fellow later this year, and applications 
are being invited through the usual channels. 

Award to Sir Frederick Banting 

THE Society of Apothecaries of London at a Court 
Dinner held in Apothecaries' Hall at Blackfriars on 
June 4 conferred upon the discoverer of insulin, Sir 
Frederick Banting, the Society's Gold Medal in 
Therapeutics, the highest honour which the Apothe
caries' Company can bestow. After the presentation, 
Sir Frederick thanked the Society on behalf of those 
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who were associated with the early work on insulin, 
and referred to the desire of Canadians to be in 
touch with 'the old land'. He said that, as professor 
of medical research in the University of Toronto, he 
saw research students passing away from the Uni
versity ; in one year forty-five per cent of the 
graduates of the University went to the United 
States ; nevertheless their bond with the British 
Empire was stronger than with America ; their 
desire was to become more British. He asked that 
Canadian students should be made kindly welcome 
in Britain in order that their sentiments of kinship 
might be made stronger. In Canada they are 
endeavouring to send their students to Britain, for 
the great thing about British medicine is that it rests 
on a solid foundation. Traditions are only beginning 
in Canada ; in this respect there is a great difference 
from Britain. The Canadian who comes over here 
takes back with him on his return some of the high 
traditions which guide men in Great Britain. The 
bonds of fellowship are stronger and more enduring 
than financial inducements, which are a source of 
weakness. Sir Frederick's great wish is that the ties 
with Britain should be strengthened. 

The Quetta Earthquake 

FEW details of scientific interest have as yet 
reached England from the Quetta district. Shocks 
of course continue to be felt, some of them strong 
enough to bring down walls left standing among the 
ruins. The destruction of Quetta City is almost 
complete. Landmarks of all kinds have disappeared, 
and the city is a widespread mass of debris. An 
official report gives the number of killed in it as 
26,000 out of a population of 40,000. In addition to 
the towns of Kalat and Mastung, at least one hundred 
villages have been totally destroyed within a band 
130 miles long and 20 miles wide, the number of 
killed in them being estimated as between 12,000 
and 15,000, so that the total number of deaths is 
probably about 40,000. So impossible is it to excavate 
the dead bodies in Quetta City that all the survivors 
have been removed in fear of an outbreak of disease. 
The city has been surrounded by barbed-wire en
tanglements and will be protected by guards in order 
to save the property of survivors from marauding 
tribesmen ; it is intended that the city shall remain 
so sealed for a whole year. 

International Co-operation in Americanist Studies 

AN important proposal for the promotion of studies 
in American ethnology and colonial history on an 
international basis is to be submitted to the next 
General Assembly of the League of Nations. It 
originated with M. Levillier, delegate of the Argen
tine, who proposed to the last General Assembly 
that arrangements should be made for the publication 
by international eo-operation of a series of original 
and authoritative works dealing with the indigenous 
peoples and cultures of the Americas and with the 
history of the discovery, geographical exploration, 
conquest, settlement and colonial government of the 
continent in the sixteenth century. The proposal 

was approved in principle and referred to the Inter
national Institute of Intellectual Co-operation for 
consideration and report on the organisation and 
financial arrangements necessary to give it effect. 
Such a scheme has now been prepared by a committee 
of Americanists appointed by the International 
Institute. The Committee is a strong body of dis
tinguished diplomatists and historians ; but as much 
stress is laid on the importance of the ethnology of 
America and the history of indigenous cultures, it is 
a little surprising to find that anthropology is repre
sented on the Committee by one member only. 
Although that member, M. Paul Rivet, is a host in 
himself, it might, perhaps, have been expected that 
some, at least, of the numerous distinguished authori
ties on American ethnology and cultur(l would have 
been included in the list of those consulted by corre
spondence, where Prof. Stolyhwo of Warsaw appears 
as the only anthropologist. 

THE suggestions of the Committee provide for the 
publication of, approximately, fourteen volumes 
dealing with indigenous ethnology and culture, and 
fifty dealing with the historical side of Americanist 
studies. These volumes would be published over a 
period of years at the rate of, say, four a year, two 
in ethnology and two in history. In a comprehensive 
and detailed synopsis of topics, the subject-matter 
has been classified into six sections, of which the first 
covers the geology and natural history of America 
and the archooology, physical anthropology, demo
graphy and culture of the Indians. The remaining 
five sections cover European relations with America 
before and after the Spanish discovery, the history 
of the discovery and exploration of the various parts 
of the continent, the conquest, the colonial period 
and administrative, social, religious and economic 
organisation during the sixteenth and down to the 
beginning of the seventeenth century from all points 
of view. The preparation of the volumes, which will 
appear in English or French, and will be in the 
nature both of monographs on specific points of 
research and treatises of a synoptic and general 
character, will be entrusted to scholars of admitted 
and international repute. The general aim of the 
Committee in preparing tho scheme has been to 
promote the better mutual understanding of the 
peoples of the Americas and Europe and at the same 
time to remove popular misconceptions as to the 
methods and aims of the conquistadores and early 
colonists. While the Committee is unable to suggest 
precisely the price at which volumes should be 
published, as this must vary according to the amount 
of illustration, it mentions as an approximate figure 
60 francs, with a subscription price of 40 francs, and 
invites advance promises to subscribe in order to 
facilitate consideration of its proposals. 

Origin of Man Again 

AT the Victoria Institute or Philosophical Society 
of Great Britain, on March 25, Mr. Douglas Dewar 
read a paper entitled "A Critical Examination of the 
supposed Fossil Links between Man and the Lower 
Animals". The paper contains no critical examination 
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