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mentioned. The small-scale maps, namely, those on 
the l-in. and smaller scales, present no problem. The 
large-scale plans, which are numbered by tens of 
thousands, have been gradually getting very much 
out of date. This is mainly due to two causes: the 
action of the Geddes Committee of 1922 in recom
mending further reductions in an already reduced 
department, and the great alteration in the country
side caused by the expansion of the built-up area and 
the spread of 'ribbon development'. There is also 
the further difficulty that, simultaneously with the 
enforced slowing up of revision, there has been an 
increased demand for the large-scale plans for town 
planning and for land registration. It is clearly high 
time that the whole matter was examined. Many 
interests are involved, as is indicated by the fact that 
no fewer than six public departments are represented 
on the Committee. The question is somewhat urgent, 
and it is to be hoped that the Committee may be able 
to report speedily, for every month the arrears 
become more serious. There is one curious item in 
the terms of reference ; the Committee is to "review 
the scales and styles of Ordnance Survey maps 
placed on sale". It is not to be desired that we 
should enter again upon the 'battle of the scales' 
which was happily decided more than two genera
tions ago. Nothing has happened since then to throw 
doubt upon the wisdom of the choice of the 25-in. 
scale as that of our principal large-scale plans. That 
old 'battle of the scales' lasted from 1840 until 1863, 
and since the latter date the country has enjoyed, 
in this matter, the great advantage of an uninter
rupted, continuous policy. 

Civil Aircraft in the Royal Air Force 

THE. Air Ministry has acquired a De Havilland 
Dragon Rapide and an Avro Ava, two well-known 
commercial types of aircraft, for R.A.F. use. Such 
purchases indicate two possible lines of attack on 
the problem of rapid expansion recently announced. 
The degree of military usefulness of such machines, 
and the amount of modification necessary, can be 
studied in actual experiment by the R.A.F. personnel 
concerned. Also the more immediate problem of 
obtaining a sufficient supply of machines for training 
and flying practice, for the increased establishment 
under the new R.A.F. expansion scheme, will be 
helped, if civil machines are found suitable, and can 
be built immediately in factories already in produc
tion of them. It is understood that the first two of 
the five new training schools are to be opened this 
month, each school having the equivalent of three 
squadrons. Thus the problem of equipment is not 
only to supply these, but also a progressively increas
ing number of machines for the use of these pupils 
as they pass out into the service. It has to be dis
covered whether it is best to allow constructing firms 
to accelerate the production of their own aircraft, 
modified to R.A.F. requirements, or to change them 
over to contracts to build other machines specifically 
designed for R.A.F. work. Large contracts have also 
been placed for the construction of aeroplane hangars 
in various places. 

German Commercial Airship Plans 

THE new Zeppelin, Airship L.Z. 129, is now 
reported to be complete in skeleton, and work on 
covering has commenced. It is hoped to launch it 
at the end of July. When completed it will be the 
largest airship in the world. It is 813 ft. in length, 
135 ft. maximum diameter, and has gas capacity of 
6,720,000 cubic feet. Dr. Eckener says that he 
intends to build three further ships for routes across 
the North Atlantic, South Atlantic, and to India 
and Batavia, that will operate under American, 
German and Dutch control respectively. The German 
operating base will be changed from Friedrichshafen 
to Frankfort, which is not only more convenient for 
commercial traffic but is also at a lower altitude. 
The loss of available lift due to starting from the 
higher altitude of Friedrichshafen is estimated to be 
about three tons for the L.Z. 129. Arrangements 
have also been completed for the construction of a 
mooring mast and gas plant at Seville, in conjunction 
with the Atlantic routes. A new operating company, 
in which the German Government is said to be 
interested, is being formed with a capital of about 
£835,000. 

The Admiralty Magnetic Survey Ship 

AT the sixteenth annual meeting of the American 
Geophysical Union, held at Washington on April 26, 
the following resolution was adopted : "WHEREAS, 
The magnetic survey of the oceanic areas, carried on 
for 25 years by the Carnegie Institution of Wash
ington, was brought to a sudden end by the de
struction of the Carnegie at Apia, Western Samoa, 
November 29, 1929, in the course of a cruise designed 
to determine the secular change of the Earth's 
magnetism in all oceans, and WHEREAS, It is of 
very great importance, not only for the practical 
needs of the navigator but also for the effective study 
of the Earth's magnetism, that these observations 
be resumed at an early day, and WHEREAS, It has 
been announced that the British Admiralty has 
decided to build a non-magnetic vessel, designed 
primarily for securing magnetic data at sea, therefore 
be it REsOLVED, That the American Geophysical 
Union is highly gratified at this action of the British 
Government, assuring, as it does, the continuance 
of the ocean magnetic work, and expresses the hope 
that the construction and equipment of the vessel 
may be , pushed to a speedy conclusion, and be it 
further RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution 
be sent to the British Admiralty, to the Astronomer 
Royal, and to the Chairman of the British National 
Committee for Geodesy and Geophysics." In tra!h"l· 
mitting. this resolution, Dr. Isaiah Bowman, chair
man of the National Research Council, writes, "All 
geophysicists must extend grateful thanks to the 
British Admiralty in making possible the further 
accumulation of data so essential to the needs of 
navigators and of scientific enquiry". 

Noise Abatement Exhibition at the Science Museum 

ON May 31, the Prime Mini<:Jter opened the Noise 
Abatement Exhibition which has been organised by 
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